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INVESTING IN ISRAEL-what American 

BUSINESSMEN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT INVESTMENTS 
IN THE NEW STATE 
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By LORRAINE KOBRIN 
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According to its practice the Review will suspend publication during 
the summer months of July and August, resuming with the Rosh Hashonah 
issue. It will contain the New Year Greetings. Center members and others 
mIio wish to avail themselves of this welcome and effective means of con- 
veying Rosh Hashonah Greetings to their friends are urged to reserve space 
early. Please communicate with the Center office. 

The Cost of GREETING Space is 
Surprisingly Low 



Give Your Child a Jewish Education 

Registration Now Open 

for the 

BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 
HEBREW SCHOOL 

Classes meet 3 times a week — 2 hours 
each session. The curriculum includes 
Siddur, Hebrew, Bible, History and Jew- 
ish music. Expert faculty under the 
direction of Rabbi Mordccai H. Lewittes. 



THE CENTER ACADEMY 

A Modern Progressive School 

for 

Hebrew and Secular Studies 

From Pre-Kindergarten through 
Eighth Grade 

Is Now Registering Children for the 
Fall Term 



ANNUAL MOTHER-DAUGHTER 
LUNCHEON and FASHION SHOW 

Presented by the SISTERHOOD 
Wednesday Afternoon, November 1st, 1950, 12 o'clock 



Further Details to he Announced 
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A STRANGE and disturbing note 
has come to public attention re- 
cently in the form of a report by 
the International Refugee Organization, 
created by the United Nations with jur- 
isdiction in the matter of displaced per- 
sons camps in Europe. It is to the effect 
that Jews still in such camps located in 
Austria are refusing in large numbers an 
opportunity to settle in Israel. The rea- 
son — and the sole reason — assigned for 
this attitude is that the reports given to 
the camp inhabitants by persons returning 
from Israel have pictured such deplor- 
able living conditions there as to dis- 
hearten and discourage prospective immi- 
grants. These reports referred to lack of 
housing, lack of employment, lack of 
food. 

• 

It is a strange phenomenon, indeed, to 
find Jews, living in the misery of Au- 
strian displaced persons camps who, never- 
theless, fail to avail themselves of the 
opportunity to emigrate to Israel. It can 
readily be understood that such an atti- 
tude has provoked a critical response from 
some American Jews. They point to the 
difference between such a frame of mind 
and the self-sacrificing attitude and career 
of the chalutz, who, over more than a 
generation ago, and in the face of greater 
obstacles, turned Palestine from either a 
barren waste or a malarial swamp into the 
present land of Israel. 

Such criticism, however, is unrealistic. 
It fails to take into consideration the ac- 
tual state of being of the Jew in the 
Austrian displaced persons camps. He is 
a human being who for more than a 
decade lived under inhuman conditions 
and was subjected to inhuman stress and 
strain. It is small wonder that his ex- 
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periences during that period have so 
sapped his physical vitality as to have 
warped his mental and spiritual stature. 
He must, in justice, be judged not alone 
by what he says and does but by, and in 
the light of, these antecedents which 
have made him what he is. And even 
being what he is, he is still the ward of 
the Jewish people. He is, nevertheless, a 
part of the remnant whose ingathering 
must be fully completed before the Jews 



BUT a short month ago complaint was 
made in these columns that the State 
Department was permitting itself to play 
the game of British imperialism vis-a-vis 
Israel and the Arab countries in the mat- 
ter of military arms. It was pointed out 
that the State Department had embargoed 
the sale of such arms to Israel at the very 
time that the British were shipping great 
volumes of military stores to the Arabs. 
• 

The latest development has created a 
volte face in the situation. The State 
Department, in common with the French 
and British Governments, has made the 
announcement that these three western 
powers have agreed to furnish arms to 
Israel and the Arabs alike for the purpose 
of security against external aggression, 
and have further mutually agreed to 
guarantee the existing borders of the re- 
spective countries. It is a declaration 
which on its face is of great moment and 
which, if kept, can influence the course 
of history. 

Is there room for a belief in the sincer- 
ity of the promise? Are the prospects 
of the future to be judged only by the 
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of the world can lay unto their souls the 
balm that they have healed the wounds 
of Israel. 

Our reaction in America must be not 
to criticize, not to condemn, but to re- 
double our efforts in behalf of the United 
Jewish Appeal so as without delay and in 
full measure to contribute to the build- 
ing up of the State of Israel to such a 
point that not even the mentally and 
spiritually crippled can be averse to a life 
there. 

— William I. Siegel. 



past or may we hope that the agreement 
represents a true conversion: first, on the 
part of the British and, secondly even 
though in markedly lesser degree, on the 
part of France and the United States? 
Dogmatism, in this case, is of course out 
of place, for we cannot read the mind 
of Bevin nor do we know the thoughts 
of his vis-a-vis in the State Department 
and at the Quai Dorsay in Paris. Yet, 
there do appear to be circumstances vali- 
dating the belief that the agreement will 
be kept. A continuance of the arms race 
between Israel and the Arabs, with the 
concomitant failure to establish the peace 
between these countries would almost in- 
evitably lead to a war between them. 
Such a war on the littoral of the Mediter- 
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JUST BETWEEN OURSELVES'' 



An Intimate Chat Between Rabbi and Reader 



MY DEEPEST THANKS AND GRATITUDE 



I W ANT to utilize this space to give 
expression to the feeling of gratitude 
that fills my heart at this moment. 
I am grateful to our Heavenly Father 
for the restored health that is mine after 
the weeks of pain and suffering that I 
endured. I am grateful to my friends 
and the physicians — both those connected 
in the various departments of the hos- 
pital and those outside, who showed their 
interest in me and who endeavored to 
raise my morale with their kind atten- 
tion. 

I am grateful to all those who thought 
of me during my illness, whose good 
wishes and prayers had a share in the 
restoration of my health. I want espe- 
cially to thank my many friends in the 
Center and in the community who ex- 
pressed their affection and good wishes 



in so many ways — in the contributions 
that they made to the United Jewish Ap- 
peal, to the Torah Fund and to many 
charitable institutions, accompanied by 
prayers for my recovery; for the flowers, 
books, get-well cards and personal letters 
that I received; for the many inquiries 
that were made; for all the signs of 
friendship that were displayed towards 
me. 

Unless one is very sick, it is difficult 
ta appreciate what such sympathetic acts 
mean to a patient. Even in the moments 
of severest pain, they act like a tonic 
which gives you added courage to en- 
dure the hardships; you feel that others 
are helping you to fight the battle for 
restored health. 

And, of course, my heart is overflow- 
ing with gratitude to my beloved wife 



ranean might well be the Sarajevo of 
World War III, for it could furnish the 
pretext for Russian intervention, which, 
in turn, would inevitably and automatic- 
ally embroil the Western Powers. Even 
the debased statesmanship of Bevin can 
comprehend such a development. Cer- 
tainly, an American Secretary of State, 
intent on building up the strength of 
European allies by a financial Marshall 
Plan and a military and naval Atlantic 
Pact, knows the force of such a factor. 
The French, with the greater portion of 
their effective army locked in the inde- 
cisive warfare in Viet Nam, cannot wish 
within foreseeable time, to be once more 
the battle-ground of a world war. 

These considerations alone, aside from 
any question of international fairness, are 
sufficient as a basis for the new declara- 
tion of policy. They should, in equal 
degree, be a basis for honoring and keep- 
ing the pledge now made. 

An interesting speculation arises out of 
the situation. The foreign policy of Israel 
to date has been not to align itself with 
either side in the East-West controversy. 
It is to the best interests of Israel, and 
perhaps of a war-threatened world, that 
the new nation may become the Switzer- 



land of the Near East. Will it be possible 
for Israel to continue this policy? The 
history of the events antedating the estab- 
lishment of the State has created a debt 
of gratitude to the United States. How- 
ever, Israel has owed something, if not 
as much, to the favor of the Russians 
because, in critical periods, the Russians 
have worked and voted for Israel in the 
United Nations. One is perhaps naive in 
even believing that such considerations 
enter into the making of foreign policy; 
but in the matter of foreign policy one 
never knows what the next gyration will 
result in. Obviously, as well as appar- 
ently, no speculation can be dismissed as 
being too speculative in the light of in- 
ternational developments in the last five 
years. Perhaps, the only well-founded 
point of view in these premises is the hope 
that Israel will never be compelled to 
make a choice because there will never 
be the necessity for one. A third world 
war is so likely to be the final Gotte- 
damerung for all mankind that we must 
hope, even in the times when so-called 
statesmen make the hope seem dim, that 
somehow the nations will achieve a peace 
resting on the solid foundations of mutual 
agreement and mutual trust. 

— William I. Siegel. 



and helpmate and to my devoted children 
for their share of loving attention which 
they showered upon me. Needless to 
say that a good and loving wife, during 
such an ordeal, suffers more emotional 
and physical strain than the patient him- 
self. 

I hope and pray that God may spare 
all of us from every illness and pain. I 
hope and pray, too, that I may soon go 
back to my full duties in our beloved 
Center, with renewed health and strength, 
working together with you for the fur- 
ther glory of our faith and our people. 




THE LOSS OF HYMAN 
AARON 

OUR Center and the entire Jewish 
community of our Borough have 
sustained a great loss in the passing of our 
beloved friend and co-worker, Vice-Pres- 
ident of our institution and member of 
our Board of Trustees, Mr. Hyman 
Aaron. The writer of these lines was 
privileged to know Mr. Aaron intimately 
and to enjoy his friendship for 3 5 years. 




Hyman Aaron 

He was a gentle, kindly soul, humble in 
his bearing, and with a good word for all. 

Mr. Aaron was a Kohen, a descendant 
of the priestly tribe in Israel. And he 
was a true disciple of the first Aaron, 
the High Priest, "one that loves peace 
and pursues peace, a lover of mankind." 
(Continued on page 18) 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



5 



An Economist Tells What Businessmen 
Should Know About Investments 
in the New State 



SINCE the establishment of Israel, 
over 400,000 people entered the 
State, whose population now num- 
bers about 1,2 50,000 (including about 
170,000 non-Jews). Over 90,000 of 
them are in camps. 

Israel has adopted stringent austerity 
measures and is plowing back into its 
economy unprecedented amounts of sav- 
ings. 

A four-year plan for economic expan- 
sion in the fields of agriculture, industry, 
building and transport is currently in the 
making. Some of its aims were an- 
nounced by Finance Minister Eliezer Kap- 
lan when he introduced the 1950-51 
budget in the Knesset on May 10. The 
plan anticipates an increase in Israel's 
population by 50% to 1,800,000 by the 
end of 1953. This will include a working 
population of 660,000 to 670,000, as 
compared with 345,000 at present. The 
national income — the net value of goods 
and services produced — is expected to rise 
from the 1949 total of $600,000,000 to 
$1.4 billion in 1953. 

With regard to capital investment, the 
Israel Government hopes to divert a maxi- 
mum portion of total income into produc- 
tive facilities by reducing per capita con- 
sumption below even the current austere 
levels. In this way, it is anticipated that 
with a saving beginning at 5% of the 
national income in 1950 and reaching 
13% by 1953, a total amount of 
$437,000,000 will become available for 
investment purposes. 

In order to carry out this plan, Israel 
will need a minimum of foreign invest- 
ment capital totalling $860,000,000 dur- 
ing the four-year period. 

During the past two years, Israel has 
made great strides on all economic fronts. 
Between May, 1948 and February, 1950, 
about 280,000 immigrants have been 
housed. National output increased by 
3 5% during that period. Since the pop- 
ulation increased simultaneously by 65%, 
the actual output of products and services 
per capita decreased an average of 18%. 
The index of work days in industry 
showed an increase of 30% last Decem- 
ber, as compared with the 1948 average; 
agricultural production in mixed farm- 
ing in 1949-50 will be up 50%, as com- 
pared with the year 1947-48. In the 



INVESTING 

field of finance, the amount of deposits 
in banks and credit cooperatives rose 
about 40% between April, 1949 and 
March, 1950, while the amount of cur- 
rency in circulation went up approxi- 
mately 48%. 

The increase in the amount of money 
in the hands of the population means ad- 
ditional purchasing power, which was 
further increased by the fact that Gov- 
ernment successfully combated inflation 
and reduced the cost of living by 1 5 % 
between April, 1949 and March, 1950. 

In order to divert this purchasing power 
from the consumer market into produc- 
tive channels, the Government's austerity, 
rationing and other control programs aim 
at reducing consumption and increasing 
investments of the local population, as 
outlined in the four-year program. 

To attract foreign investment capital, 
the Knesset has recently passed the "Law 
for the Encouragement of Capital Invest- 
ment," which has been in the making for 
over six months. The purposes of the 
law are: (1) to develop the productive 
power of the State and the absorption of 
large scale immigration; (2) to improve 
the balancing of payments through the 
reduction of imports and the increase of 
exports; (3) to promote the planned dis- 
tribution of the population throughout 
the area of the State and the planned ex- 
ploitation of natural resources and eco- 
nomic potential. 

The law offers investors significant in- 
centives in taxation, amortization and 
convertibility. It is designed to create a 
favorable environment for foreign invest- 
ors. The enactment of the law should 
also serve to demonstrate that the people 
in Israel recognize the role of free and 
private enterprise in the development of 
the country. Among the main provisions 
are: tax benefits (see the Brooklyn Jew- 
ish Center Review, May, 1950) ; convert- 
ibility and transfer abroad of up to 10% 
of the investment into the foreign cur- 
rency of the original investment on ac- 
count of profits, interest or amortization; 
duty-free imports of machinery, equip- 
ment and other specified goods. 



IN ISRAEL 

By ERNEST ASCHNER 

of the Jewish Agency in New York 

It is expected that the new measure will 
accelerate the flow of investment capital 
into Israel. There are signs that increas- 
ing numbers of American corporations 
and individuals are looking upon Israel as 
a favorable field for investments, as evi- 
denced by the number of new enterprises 
already established in Israel with the help 
of American capital; by the number of 
inquiries received by the Israel Govern- 
ment Investment Center, the Israel Con- 
sulates abroad, and the Jewish Agency's 
Economic Departments in Israel and New 
York; and by the mounting sale of se- 
curities by U. S. corporations investing 
in Israel. • 

According to figures just released by 
the Israel Minister of Finance, 5,000 
callers were dealt with in the Investment 
Center in Israel between May, 1949 and 
April, 195 0. Of these, 1,000 were con- 
sidered serious investors, 75% of them 
from abroad. Some 500 contracts for the 
establishment of new enterprises have been 
made; 54 enterprises are in the stage of 
construction or their building is assured 
by contracts. These include such enter- 
prises as the $2,500,000 Kaiser-Frazer car 
assembly plant in Haifa; the $2,200,000 
tire factory planned for Haifa by the 
General Tire and Rubber Company of 
Akron, Ohio, and the $1,000,000 shoe 
factory being established in Jerusalem in 
association with the General Shoe Corpo- 
ration of Nashville, Tennessee. Among 
American projects approved under the In- 
vestment Law are plants for the manu- 
facture of pipe fittings, concrete walls, 
zippers, knitwear, ladies' dresses, electrical 
appliances, optical goods, tools and dies, 
spinning and weaving, plastics coating 
and numerous others, representing millions 
of dollars of direct private capital in- 
vestment. 

Additional millions are being invested 
through U. S. corporations which sell 
securities to individuals and invest the 
proceeds in Israel projects. The two lead- 
ing companies are AMPAL — American 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



6 




A Group of New Buildings In Israel 



Palestine Trading Corporation, New 
York, and the Palestine Economic Cor- 
poration, New York, who have both made 
significant progress during the last year 
when they sold an aggregate of over 
$7,500,000 worth of securities. 

Ampal almost doubled its assets in 
1949, from $5.6 million at the beginning 
of the year to $10 million at the year's 
end. The corporation is currently mar- 
keting $10,000,000 ten-year sinking fund 
debentures. Ampal securities return a 
4% cumulative and participating divi- 
dend on preferred stock and 3% on the 
ten-year debentures. The corporation was 
set up and is controlled by the Central 
Cooperative Institutions in Israel, which 




The Latest In Israeli Sports Knitwear 



supply the agricultural, industrial, build- 
ing and trade cooperatives with long- 
term credits. 

The Palestine Economic Corporation 
sold nearly $2,000,000 worth of securi- 
ties in 1949, bringing its gross assets to 
approximately $7,800,000. Among PEC's 
recent investments in Israel were the 
establishment of two factories, the $1.5 
million Fertilizers and Chemicals, Ltd. 
and the Serafon Resinous Chemical Corp., 
Ltd.; a factory buildings project in Haifa, 
and a $1.2 million office building in Tel- 
Aviv. The factory buildings project, 
jointly financed by the PEC and the Gov- 
ernment of Israel, is the first instance of 
the Israel Government participating in a 
joint venture with a private enterprise. 
PEC declared dividends at the rate of 4% 
on the par value of each share last year. 



There are a number of other corpora- 
tions established in this country who in- 
vest the proceeds of their securities sales 
in Israel. In addition, a number of Israel 
housing and building corporations have 
established offices in this country for the 
sale of houses, apartments, building plots 
and mortgages to American investors. 



Prospective investors who are interested 
in investment opportunities in Israel will 
find that the Israel Consulate in New 
York, or the Economic Department of the 
Jewish Agency, will give them detailed 
information on all aspects of investing in 
Israel in general and on any specific 
project they wish to pursue. 
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Building A Shoe Plant 
in Jerusalem 

JERUSALEM'S largest factory now be- 
ing constructed for the Jerusalem Shoe 
Corporation, associated with the General 
Shoe Corporation of Nashville, Tenn., is 
rapidly being completed on a, two-and-a- 
half acre site in the Romema quarter. 
The $300,000 building will cover a floor 
area of 3 5,000 square feet. It is of a 
one-story design for the manufacturing 
plant and a two-story design for office 
and utility use. The contract for con- 
struction of the plant calls for its com- 
pletion within 100 days. 

Mr. William Kretzer — of P. Kretzer & 
Son, New York, who designed the build- 
ing and are in charge of construction — 
has just returned from Israel. The fol- 
lowing is a summary of his impressions 
with regard to construction work in 
Israel. Credit: Published in the May issue 
of Economic Horizons, monthly publica- 
tion of the Jewish Agency's Economic 
Department, New York. 

"The productivity of the labor on our 
job is equal to or in some cases better than 




These Are the Kind of Homes Israel Builds 



was shown on a job we have just com- 
pleted in Toronto, Canada. 

"I believe that the supervision of a con- 
struction job with a personal 'know how' 
of the requirements will greatly induce a 
laborer, mechanic or supervisor to put 




A New Addition to Israel's Merchant Marine, "The S.S. 

Eight Steps Were Acquired In 1949. 
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forth a great deal more effort in compari- 
son to a job which is supervised and 
headed by a builder who has not had the 
personal practical experience of the ac- 
tual work involved. 

"This personal 'know how' brings out 
the best in the men on the job. One 
must enter the country willing to com- 
promise with the local conditions and be 
willing to meet the local architect and 
builder half way. 

"It took only six weeks to consolidate 
and obtain final plans and approvals from 
all departments, State as well as local. 

"I attribute several factors to this suc- 
cess. The owners gave us complete charge 
of the design, as well as authority to work 
out a contract arrangement with a local 
builder. We engaged a capable local ar- 
chitect who used as much local material 
as possible, embodying American materials 
only where absolutely necessary to give 
the building the American touch which 
is, in my opinion, very important to the 
American investor. This method brought 
about a complete understanding of all 
parties and made it possible to obtain bids 
quickly from local contractors. We 
found their prices were equal to, and in 
some cases even lower than, American 
prices. The Jerusalem job was awarded 
to the Solel Boneh Ltd., in competition 
with three other contractors. Solel Boneh 
Ltd., has been most cooperative, and has 
gone out of the way to facilitate our 
work. 
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ZOHAR - THE BOOK OF SPLENDOR 



The following are excerpts from 
a new translation of "Zohar" in 
English, publisfjed recently by 
Schocken Books. They were selected 
by Rabbi Mordecai H. Lewittes. 

Soul, Spirit and Super-Soul 
The "soul" {nefesh) stands in intimate 
relation to the body, nourishing and up- 
holding it; it is below, the first stirring. 
Having acquired due worth, it becomes 
the throne for the "spirit" (ruah) to 
rest upon, as it is written, "until the 
spirit be poured upon us from on high." 
And when these two, soul and spirit, have 
duly readied themselves, they are worthy 
to receive the "super-soul" {neshamah), 
resting in turn upon the throne of the 
spirit {ruah). The super-soul stands 
pre-eminent, and not to be perceived. 
There is throne upon throne, and for the 
highest a throne. 

The First Light 
"And God said, Let there be light, and 
there was light" {Gen. 1:3). 

This is the primal light which God 
made. It is the light of the eye. This 
light God showed to Adam, and by means 
of it he was enabled to see from end to 
end of the world. This light God showed 
to David, and he, beholding it, sang forth 
his praise, saying, "O how abundant is 
Thy goodness, which Thou hast laid up 
for them that fear Thee." This is the 
light through which God revealed to 
Moses the land of Israel from Gilead to 
Dan. 

"Let there be light, and there was 
light." To whatsoever the word vayehi 
(and there was) is applied, that thing is 
in this world and in the world to come. 

Rabbi Isaac said: At the Creation, God 
irradiated the world from end to end with 
the light, but then it was withdrawn, 
so as to deprive the sinners of the world 
of its enjoyment, and it is stored away 
for the righteous, as it stands written, 
"Light is sown for the righteous" {Ps. 
97:11); then will the worlds be in har- 
mony and all will be united into one, 
but until the future world is set up, this 
light is put away and hidden. 

Greater Than Joseph 
Sitting one day at the gate of Lydda, 
Rabbi Abba saw a man approach and seat 
himself on a ledge which jutted out over 



the hollow ground far beneath. The man 
was weary with travel, and fell asleep. 
Rabbi Abba beheld a serpent crawling 
toward the man, and it had almost 
reached him when a branch hurtled from 
a tree and killed it. Now the man 
awakened, and, seeing the serpent before 
him, he jumped up; at this instant the 
ledge collapsed and crashed into the hol- 
low below. 

Rabbi Abba approached the man and 
said: Tell me, why has God seen fit to 
perform two miracles for you, what have 
you done? 

To which the man answered: Whoso- 
ever wronged me, at any time, always I 
made peace with him and forgave him. 
And if I failed to effect peace with him, 
then I refrained from going to take my 
rest before I forgave him, and along with 
him, forgave any others who had vexed 
me; at no time did I brood on the injury 
the man had done to me; rather, I made 
special efforts of kindness from then on 
to such a man. 

At this Rabbi Abba wept and said: 
This man surpasses even Joseph in his 
deeds; that Joseph should have been for- 
bearing toward his brethren and shown 
them compassion was only natural, but 
this man has done more, and it is meet 
that the Holy One, be blessed, work suc- 
cessive miracles for him. 

Jacob's Death 

"And the days drew near that Israel 
must die" {Gen. 47:29). 

Rabbi Hiyya said: Here, in the men- 
tion of his death, the name Israel is writ- 
ten, while above, in speaking of his life, 
he is called Jacob, as it is written, "And 
Jacob lived . . . ." Why is this? Rabbi 
Yose replied: Remark now the word 
"days." Is it not strange, for a man 
dies only on one day, or rather, in one 
instant. 

The reason, however, is this: When 
God has decided to receive back a man's 
spirit, he passes in review all the days of 
the man's life in this world. And happy 
the man whose days draw near to pass 
before the King without blame, with not 
a single one rejected on account of any 
sin therein. Thus, "draw near" is said 
of the righteous, inasmuch as their days 
draw near to pass before the King with- 



out blame. And woe unto the wicked, 
whose days were all spent in sin and go 
unrecorded above, and hence their days 
cannot draw near. Of them it says: 
"The way of the wicked is as darkness; 
they know not at what they stumble" 
{Prov. 4:19). 

Therefore it is written that the days 
of Israel "drew near," without blame and 
with unblemished joy; therefore is the 
name Israel used, to signify a greater per- 
fection than the name Jacob. 

Out of the Depths 
"Out of the depths have I called unto 
thee, O Lord" {Ps. 130:1, 2). Because 
it stands without name of author, all men 
of all generations can take this Psalm for 
their very own. It is incumbent on any 
man praying before the holy King to 
pray from the depths of his soul, for 
then will his heart be entirely directed 
to God and his mind entirely bent on 
his prayer. 

Serve the Lord With Gladness 
It was incumbent on the High Priest 
to enter the Temple with gladness, and 
when he stood before His presence in that 
holy place, all things round about were 
bound to express gladness. So it is writ- 
ten: "Serve the Lord with gladness; 
come before His presence with singing" 
{Ps. 100:2). This is so for the reason 
that in the service of the Lord, there is 
no place for a dejected heart. 

An Allegorical Explanation of 
Jonah 

The story of Jonah may be construed 
as an allegory of the course of a man's 
life in this world. Jonah descends into 
the ship: this is parallel to man's soul 
descending to enter into his body in this 
world. Why is the soul called Jonah 
(lit., aggrieved)? For the reason that 
she becomes subject to all manner of 
vexation when once she enters into part- 
nership with the body. Thus, a man in 
this world is as in a ship crossing the vast 
ocean and like to be broken, as it is writ- 
ten, "so that the ship was like to be 
broken" {Jonah 1:4). 

And then, too, man in this world com- 
mits transgressions, for he supposes the 
Master to be disregarding the world and 
(Continued on page 22) 
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ON MAY 17, before a gathering 
of book-lovers assembled for the 
annual meeting of the Jewish 
Book Council of America, a prize was 
awarded to Dr. Guido Kisch for his 
volume, "The Jews in Medieval Ger- 
many." The choice was the result of de- 
liberations by a number of men who had 
been entrusted by the Jewish Book Coun- 
cil with the naming of the best non- 
fiction book of the year 1949. The 
judges — Dr. Leo Jung, of the Jewish 
Center, Dr. Jacob Shatzky who is a noted 
historian, Dr. Joshua Bloch, who is chief 
of the Jewish Division of the New York 
Public Library, and the writer of this 
article — decided unanimously that no 
other book published during the past 
year contributed as much to the under- 
standing of the Jewish past, and to an 
appreciation of the forces which have 
molded and are still molding Jewish life. 

True, Dr. Kisch's volume may not be 
what is known as a popular book; so- 
called "average" men will certainly not 
read it for entertainment. On the other 
hand, since when are the values of scholar- 
ship subject to this type of democratic 
judgment? Furthermore, are there not, 
especially among Jews, still some men 
and women who might feel honored to 
have this volume on their shelf and even 
read a section of it now and then in order 
to satisfy an occasional pang of hunger 
for good, solid, reliable information? It 
is to introduce this volume to this type 
of intelligent reader that this article is 
written. • 

The very externals of the volume tes- 
tify to its scientific approach. Its hand- 
some appearance, as such books go, is a 
tribute to the Chicago University Press, 
which published it. Of its almost 600 
pages 364 constitute the text of the dis- 
cussion and all of 200 pages contain foot- 
notes. Beyond the notes are about 4S 
pages of bibliography in a dozen different 
languages; and beyond that is an exten- 
sive index. Moreover, the notes and bib- 
liography are not there merely for decora- 
tion; they are closely related to the text 
of the book. One must read text and 
notes together in order to get the full 
value and meaning of what the author 
has to say. 

We talk about scholarship glibly in 
America, frequently applying the term 
loosely and indiscriminately to mere 
bookishness or to the possession of ob- 



The Editor of the Jewish Publication Society- 
Describes a Notable New Work 

THE STORY OF A LONG 
STEP BACKWARD 



scure information. We thus rob the 
term of its essential meaning, if not of 
almost all dignity. Scholarship is founded, 
of course, on knowledge laboriously ac- 
quired; but to be fruitful it must also be 
served by a disciplined, creative imagina- 
tion. It must be able to pick out the 
causes, or motives, behind the actions, 
and the facts behind the words which so 
often obscure them. Each historian 
places himself, so to speak, on a high 
vantage point from which he can look 
back and view the past. Each such 
vantage point affords a somewhat differ- 
ent panorama. One man sees for the 
most part how people in the past worked 
and earned their living; another how they 
related themselves to the society in which 
they lived and how they built up their 
institutions; a third sees how they wor- 
shipped God and draws conclusions about 
human fears and hopes and dreams. 

No one scholar, studying the past from 
his own viewpoint, can see all of it at 
once. Life in the past, as in the present, 
was too complex for any one person to 
"see it steadily and see it whole." He 
sees it in perspective and that is how he 
describes it. The more such descriptions 
the rest of us learn to know the more 
exact our knowledge of the total past. 
It follows that we should be especially 
grateful to a historian who has found a 
new vantage point and therefore gives 
us the picture of the past from a new 
angle and in a new light. 

Dr. Guido Kisch, in "The Jews in 
Medieval Germany," presents just such a 
new viewpoint in the study of the Jewish 
past. One of the foremost students of 
the history of German law, Dr. Kisch 
was professor at the Universities of Prague 
and of Halle and the author of a great 
many books and articles on the subject 
of his choice. While still in Germany, 
he had written also on aspects of Jewish 
history and cooperated with other scholars 
issuing a learned magazine called 2.eit- 
scfrrift fuer die Geschichte der Juden in 
Deutschland. Nazism drove Professor 
Kisch to the United States, and here he 



By SOLOMON GRAYZEL 

was invited to join the faculty of The 
Jewish Institute of Religion. Now more 
than ever he turned his vast learning and 
his creative mind to a combination of his 
two main interests in the history of the 
past: German law and Jewish destiny. 
• 

"Law," says Dr. Kisch, "as everyone 
knows, is a main pillar of social life." 
One has but to examine the laws of any 
period with some imagination to see how 
people lived and how they related them- 
selves to one another. The law itself 
may be a dull and dry fact, but by telling 
what is permitted and what is prohibited 
it reveals what people considered good 
and bad, what authority they accepted or 
rejected, which social group had influence 
and which had none, and what people at 
a given time considered the proper kind 
of society. Changes in a law reflect and 
therefore lay bare the changes in the 
social group where that law prevailed. 
We have learned in recent generations to 
make use of Jewish law in this fashion, 
the Talmud, the various codes and the 
She-elot u-Teshubot serving as our source 
material. Dr. Kisch is the first to make 
a thorough study for this purpose of the 
non-Jewish, German law of the Middle 
Ages. Others before him have used 
Privileges granted the Jews in one or 
another country, or tried to set a single 
law into its general historical context. 
None until now has undertaken to probe 
an entire legal system, follow its develop- 
ment, trace its applications and draw 
therefrom conclusions about the life and 
destiny of the Jewish group. Such law, 
made by non-Jews and applicable to Jews, 
Dr. Kisch calls "Jewry Law," to distin- 
guish it from laws made by Jews them- 
selves for the regulation of their own 
lives, which we naturally call "Jewish 
Law." It is a valid distinction and a 
necessary one, and, although the expres- 
sion "Jewry Law" may sound a bit harsh 
in English until one gets accustomed to 
it, it is apparently a term that has come 
to stay. 
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A considerable variety of legislation 
falls into this category. Scattered as the 
Jews were under many different authori- 
ties, laws regulating their relations to city, 
province and Empire accumulated during 
the centuries we call the Middle Ages. 
Which of these sets of law may be con- 
sidered basic and most influential? Which 
expressed the fundamental attitude of the 
people among whom the Jews lived? Dr. 
Kisch answers these questions by calling 
attention to a compilation of German 
laws which has been known by the name 
of Sacbsenspiegel. Eike von Repgow, a 
Saxon of the early 12 th century, compiled 
this code of the traditional law of his 
province and also squared it with his 
ethical and religious sense. It soon be- 
came the standard work in German prov- 
inces and, modified in accordance with 
the customs of other places, or by the 
prejudices of some new editor, or by the 
new legal theories which time produced, 
it served as the guide for the generations 
which followed. If, then, we want to 
know exactly what the situation of the 
Jews was during the early period, before 
it was confused by new and more trouble- 
some circumstances, the attitude of the 
Sacbsenspiegel provides the answer. This 
law and attitude, moreover, served as 
guides for the most important court of 
law of those centuries, that of Magde- 
burg, which was looked up to as some- 
thing of a Supreme Court and to which 
cases were referred by judges in other 
cities and provinces. Dr. Kisch collected 
all these statements of Jewry Law, those 
in the Sacbsenspiegel and in its imitators, 
as well as the court decisions, and pub- 
lished them in a separate volume ("Jewry- 
Law in Medieval Gearmany," the Amer- 
ican Academy for Jewish Research, Texts 
and Studies, III, New York, 1949). On 
the basis of these he presents in his new 
work a picture of the Jewish situation 
which is startlingly new and in some re- 
spects revolutionary. 

• 

It is obviously impossible to give more 
than a very few examples of this book's 
contribution to our knowledge of Jewish 
life during the Middle Ages. We have in 
the past been so obsessed with the stories 
of persecution that remarkably few books 
have been produced describing how the 
Jews actually lived and worked. The 
most famous work in this field, that by 
Moritz Guedemann, is about seventy 
years old and, though translated from 



German into Hebrew ("Ha-Torah veha- 
Hayyirn"), has never been translated 
into English. Israel Abrahams' "Jewish 
Life in the Middle Ages," is in a sense 
an interesting condensation of Guede- 
mann's work; but little else of that na- 
ture has appeared. Dr. Kisch's book, 
though not intended to describe internal 
Jewish life, nevertheless provides some 
higjhly interesting sidelights. We learn, 
for example, that during the first thou- 
sand years of Jewish life in Europe, the 
Jews carried arms like any other free man 
of that day. They took part in the en- 
forcement of law and in the defense of 
their places of residence against attack. 
It may well be that Jews participated in 
knightly tournaments; they certainly had 
the right of judicial combat. In the dis- 
cussion of money-lending, Dr. Kisch for- 
tifies the long-known fact, still ignored 
by almost all Christians, that Christian 
usurers were far from being a rarity all 
through the Middle Ages. Among the 
most interesting discussions in the book is 
that dealing with the special oath which 
Jews had to take in courts of law, with 
its strange ritual and extraordinary curses, 
revealing as much as anything else the 
black and gloomy corners of the medieval 
spirit. • 

The fact is, Dr. Kisch points out, that 
the Sacbsenspiegel, this earliest compila- 
tion of German laws, shows almost no 
discrimination against Jews. Its motivat- 
ing idea is impartial justice. Had this 
spirit continued to prevail, the story of 
the Jews in Europe would have been com- 
pletely different. Yet, even while Eike 

Ancient Rock Tomb 

AN ANNOUNCEMENT by the De- 
partment of Antiquities stated that 
workers, while digging the foundations of 
a building near Romema, on the western 
outskirts of Jerusalem, had come across 
a rock-cut tomb. 

Three loculi (niches) were cut into one 
of the walls of the tomb. In the first 
was a skeleton; in the second, two stone 
ossuaries, each containing the remains of 
two bodies. One of the ossuaries was in- 
scribed "Yehuda" in Greek. The third 
loculus was empty and not blocked with 
rocks, as were the other two. 

Other accidental discoveries have been 
reported from Tel Aviv, where road- 
workers recently found ancient building 



von Repgow was preparing this notable 
work, the entire Jewish position was be- 
ing undermined. To be sure, the Sacbsen- 
spiegel continued for centuries to exercise 
its influence for justice and equality of 
treatment; it continued to express the 
Germanic spirit at its purest, so that the 
voice of the Magdeburg court, which 
based its decisions upon this code, occa- 
sionally was heard speaking with reason 
and impartiality. But new influences had 
begun to be felt; new forces made for 
inequality, prejudice and degradation. 

These new forces were of three kinds: 
historical, religious and legal, though, of 
course, they overlap. The historical force 
was the need of the Jews for increased 
protection after the First Crusade. The 
position of the Jews in Europe, especially 
in the German provinces, had become so 
undermined by this outbreak of violence 
as to require their being taken under the 
wing of the secular government, that is, 
the emperor. Having been taken under 
such protection, they were deprived of 
the right to bear arms. Now arms were 
more than an ornament in the Middle 
Ages; they implied self-sufficiency, they 
were a mark of dignity, they gave status. 
To be deprived of them meant to be de- 
classed. To need defenders has often 
meant to remain defenseless; and to be 
defenseless arouses contempt more fre- 
quently than pity. At the roots of preju- 
dice there is always a large admixture 
of cowardice. The fact that the emperor 
soon thereafter announced that the Jews 
were the "serfs of his treasury," what- 
(Continued on page 23) 

Discovered In Israel 

remains and parts of a tower or small 
fortress. Earth piled alongside contained 
coins dating back to the period of 
Antonius Felix, procurator of Rome in 
Judea between 52 and 60 C.E. 

Near Tel Aviv port, the grave of a 
woman of the Hyksos period (era of the 
Patriarchs) was found. It contained sil- 
ver rings, bronze needles, a scarab, and 
some pottery. In Beisan an ancient 
weight inscribed in Greek was found re- 
cently. Such weights, the Department 
said, were common in the area during 
the Hellenistic period. In Caeasrea a 
broken tablet was found with an inscrip- 
tion of which only the word "Shalom" 
in Hebrew characters now remains. 
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The Story of a Degrading Sequel 
to Persecution 



1 1 JT% UT, darling, don't you know?" 

Wik Fanni gasped. 

U "Should I?" 
"He's terribly famous. Before Hitler 
. . . no, he couldn't, he's not that old . . . 
I guess it's before the war. Well, any- 
way, before something, he wrote an 
operetta ... or was it a symphony? 
Everybody raved about it. . . ," 

Lisa looked into her sister-in-law 
Fanni's slightly protruding, slightly 
blood-shot, very large blue eyes and said 
sternly: "You're not making sense, 
Fanni." 

"No, I'm not, am I? Well, anyway, 
when Mimi Sterne went to Karlsbad for 
the baths and got sidetracked and went 
instead to the Wagner Festival, because 
she changed at the wrong station and the 
train made a right turn instead of a 
left. . . ." 

"Madame!" 

Lisa jumped at the rich baritone clap 
of thunder. 

Fanni, however, glanced up, through a 
fluttering tangle of eyelashes and cooed, 
"Hans Behrent. How nice! How very 
nice!" 

After both Lisa and Fanni had their 
hands kissed and Hans ceremoniously had 
seated himself, Lisa noticed the other, 
younger, man standing beside their table. 
At the same moment, Hans, as if recall- 
ing an event long since a memory turned 
toward him and said "I must introduce 
my friend, Emil Alesjander." 

Gravely, almost austerely, when com- 
pared to Hans' overflowing exuberance, 
Emil acknowledged the introductions and 
seated himself. 

This, then, is the composer, or the 
Wagner Festival, or whatever it was that 
Fanni was trying to explain, thought 
Lisa, more conscious of his expressionless 
silence than of the kaleidoscope words of 
Fanni and Hans. 

"You have written music, I under- 
stand," she said, sounding like a patron- 
izing dowager addressing a poor student. 

"Yes," he answered. 

"I didn't mean it . . . that way . . ." 
she paused, feeling the color creep into 
her cheeks. "What I meant is that I 
never heard . . ." she floundered on. 

Then she noticed that his face was no 
longer expressionless. His eyes were 
smiling. 

"I do not know what you do, cither," 
he said calmly. 



A TALE OF 

Their eyes caught and held and both 
laughed. Fanni and Hans turned to 
them. 

"A joke!" said Hans, clapping his fat 
hands. 

Emil's face lost its smile and again 
set into the expressionless mold. And 
when Hans and Fanni pleaded to be told 
the joke, he replied, in a low voice, "It 
was nothing." 

In the pause that followed, in the 
slightly nervous fumbling with menus; 
during the words, so casual words, ex- 
changed too quickly, or too slowly, she 
tried to penetrate the blank wall of his 
face. Surrounded by animation, by 
warmth and music and food and laughter, 
by faces alive with emotion, he sat alone, 
barricaded behind his wall. . . . 

"And what was the purpose of that?" 
Lisa asked Fanni, referring to the lunch- 
eon, after Hans and Emil had left them. 

Fanni shrugged. "He wanted me to 
meet Emil." 

"Why?" 

"Oh, you know, something about sub- 
sidizing a concert ... or something." 

"You?" Lisa questioned. 

Fanni grinned. "Your name darling. 
Since I married your brother and got your 
father's name, everyone thinks I'm musi- 
cal .. . and rich." 

Lisa laughed. "He certainly didn't put 
himself out to make an impression. The 
most terrific thing about him was his 
silence." 

And yet, during the days that followed, 
Lisa could not completely forget Emil. In 
his withdrawal, in his rejection of them 
and all those around them, was a quality 
that had caught and held her imagination. 
She wanted to know more about him. She 
wanted to speak to him again. 

About two weeks after the luncheon 
she called Fanni and asked for his address 
and telephone number. 

"Why, darling. . . 

She could see Fanni, clutching the 
telephone, her eyes narrowed with de- 
light, at this new development. 

"I want to see him." Lisa answered 
her unasked question. 

"He was kind of attractive . . . Fanni 



OUR TIMES 

By LORRAINE KOBRIN 

murmured tentatively. 

"I'm interested in him musically." 
Furious with herself for lying, Lisa, never- 
theless continued "I just came across a 
story concerning a Czech composer of 
the same name and wanted to ask 
him. . . ." 

"Of course, dear, he can help you edi- 
torially . . ." Fanni said soothingly. 

"If it's too much trouble. . . ." 

"Oh, no! Here it is," hastily Fanni 
repeated a midtown telephone number. 

They met at a cocktail bar in the East 
50s and although it was late afternoon 
the place still felt hungover from the 
night before, smelling slightly of stale 
perfumes, fermenting liquors and stag- 
nant emotions. 

"What am I doing? What's the point?" 
Lisa wondered, pushing through the door. 
Then she saw Emil and the questions lost 
some of their validity. 

"Hello . . ." she said, extending her 
hand. 

He held it for a moment and smiled 
as he said, "How are you?" 

Sitting across from him, in the dimly 
lit room, very frankly she stared at him, 
trying to analyze what drew her to him. 

"It is a little disconcerting . . ." he 
was still smiling. 

"What?" she questioned, studying him. 

"That direct gaze of yours." 

"Oh." She giggled to hide her em- 
barrassment. 

"Even if I am to be the basis of a 
piece for your magazine. . . ." 

"How did you know of it?" she ques- 
tioned. 

"I wanted to know what you do." 
"Why?" 

Now it was his turn to stare at her. 
Slowly, thoroughly, she felt his eyes 
cover her face, her neck, bosom, hands. 
Slowly he answered, "Hans told me you 
were a valuable contact." 

This unexpected frankness held her 
silent for a moment and then, equally 
coolly, she replied, "I am. My father 
was Leopold Karsov. He left a musical 
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reputation and a great deal of money. 
Also, my own job, as editorial writer on 
Musical Moments, can help make you 
popular." 

"So Hans told me." 

"Is that his purpose in life — keeping 
you informed?" 

"Hans?" He fingered the stem of his 
cocktail glass. "He is the dancing bear 
— with a new audience Did you know 
that dancing bears hate to dance? That 
they must be whipped by the trainer be- 
fore each performance?" 

"And you are his trainer?" she asked 
lightly. 

"I — oh no. . . ." 

The pause that followed lengthened 
into an uncomfortable silence. He 
reached for a cigarette; she reached for 
a cigarette. He made a great ceremony 
of lighting both. 

"I'd like to hear some of your music," 
she finally said. 

"When?" 

"Now." 

At that he looked directly at her, for 
a long moment, and then smiling faintly, 
shrugged, "Why not?" 

He lived in a loft that previously had 
been used by a storage company. It was 
large and dim and dusty. And empty. 
In it were only a few boxes, a small cot 
and a large grand piano. 

"You have a choice — this or this." He 
pointed to a small orange ciMte and to 
the cot. "The cot is more comfortable." 

She sat on its edge, listening to the 
Third Avenue "L," the East River tugs, 
the automobiles below; immersed in the 
silence surrounding them. 

"Well . . ." he said. 

"You promised to play," ^he reminded 
him. 

"Yes." 

It was music strange to her. Not pat- 
terned like a Chopin, nor rebellious like 
a Stravinsky, it had a plodding, monoto- 
nous quality. While listening, she re- 
membered a farm woman, out in Wiscon- 
sin, sitting on a bench in a small station, 
waiting for a train. She had sat as 
peasant women sit, her back bent, her 
elbows resting on spread knees, wait- 
ing. . . . 

Lisa told Emil of the woman and 
briefly, so briefly, she saw his face light 
up. 



"You felt it," was all he said. 

That was the beginning. The visits to 
his — studio-apartment — Lisa never knew 
exactly what to call it — never bothered 
to call it anything — soon became a regu- 
lar occurrence. She came. She sat on 
the cot. She listened to the music. 
Sometimes she brought some beer, some 
sandwiches. Other times they went 
down to one of the "joints" on Third 
Avenue. 

Her friendship with Emil was differ- 
ent than any she had ever known. She 
listened to his music. She wrote a few 
stories about it, about him. They talked 
of many things — the world and its ideol- 
ogies — men and their madness — but never 
a word about themselves. It was as if 
he had formulated a rule that all that 
was personal, that concerned them as a 
man and a woman, must be ignored, must 
be eliminated. 

Sometimes she would feel his eyes upon 
her and answering his gaze she would look 
up. Silently they would stare at each 
other. Then his eyes would drop and he 
would say something or walk to the piano 
and begin to play. 

Then, one afternoon, late in the 
Autumn, when the dusk was even more 
shadowy for coming through the be- 
grimed window, Lisa, turning to light 
the student lamp she had brought Emil 
during a previous visit, felt him standing 
behind her. 

She faced him before he could walk to 
the piano and lightly put her hands on 
his shoulders. "Why?" she questioned. 

"Why . . ." he repeated in a bemused 
voice, his eyes upon her face. 

And then, slowly, so slowly that she 
felt as if she were waiting through eons 
of time, he bent and holding her face with 
both his hands, kissed her lips. He held 
her very closely, for a long moment, and 
then moved from her. 

"It is not good," he said. 

"Why?" She walked around him, so 
that she could face him. 

"You are different. You have not been 
through it all." 

"Oh, for God's sake." 

"No. I mean it. There was a woman. 
My wife. She was killed at Auschwitz. 
A child. A baby of seven months. My 
baby. Thrown against a wall by an SS 
man. Killed. 

"But that's; finished," Lisa reached for 
his hand. "I, too, was engaged to a boy 



who was killed. For a while you weep; 
then the tears must dry. . . ." She knew 
it was not the same and in the dying 
syllables of the dying words, in his face 
turned reluctantly from her, she read de- 
feat. Slowly she withdrew her hand. 

"It is more even than they," he stared 
over her head into the dusky corners of 
the room. "It is living with cruelty, 
with madness. After that can any man 
live again with a woman? Can he trust 
himself. . . ." 

"But you were not a part of it. Your 
music kept you safe." 

"My music," he laughed. "Do you 
krtow why I am alive, while all the others 
of my group are dead? Because of my 
music. They liked it. Once, for three 
days I played. Without food. Without 



EDDIE'S 
PANCAKES 

EDWARD G. ROBINSON is a lathe 
lover. When he contemplated his 
recent trip to Israel, he envisioned stacks 
of wonderful latk.es. He was disap- 
pointed to find that Israel is not the 
home of Jewish cooking, and he did not 
have one typically Jewish dinner. So on 
his return he resumed eating lathes 
American style, and according to his 
specifications. His recipe for apple pan- 
cakes is as follows. (Housewives who 
find it doesn't work, please complain to 
Mr. Edward G. Robinson in Hollywood.) 

Sift separately one cup of flour, add 
one-half teaspoon of salt and two tea- 
spoons granulated sugar, sift together. 
Stir in one and a half cups cold sweet 
milk to make a smooth paste. Add four 
whole eggs, one at a time, and beat 
briskly. Peel and core three big sour 
apples, cut them into fine julienne strips, 
and marinate them in one-half cup lemon 
juice. Fold the apple strips into the 
batter and cook in well buttered individ- 
ual frying pans by dropping two table- 
spoons batter into each buttered pan and 
cooking over a low flame until the cake 
is brown — about five or six minutes for 
each side. Another method is to brown 
larger cakes on one side, turn them over 
into a buttered baking dish or pan, and 
bake in a moderate oven (300 degrees) 
for an additional 8 to 10 minutes. 
Sprinkle the cakes with cinnamon sugar 
and serve very hot. 
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sleep. I, standing in a brothel, watching 
them eat, drink, have their women — I 
played, for seventy-two hours and I was 
afraid to stop, for fear they would kill 
me." 

She shrank from the hatred in his look. 

"Yes," he said, "my music kept me 
safe! I used it — as men use their cun- 
ning, their shrewdness and in the end I 
became debased — as any coward would. 
Don't you see — there's no part of me that 
they have not made rotten." 

"But it's all over. It happened in a 
different life," she continued to insist. 
Seeing that he was not listening, fiercely 
she accused him, "You are still playing 
for them. 

He answered with a triumphant bitter- 
ness, "It is as I told you — debased. There 
is no part of me they have not made 
rotten." 

His back toward her, he walked to the 
piano. She picked up her jacket and the 
package of proofs and left the room. 

She resolved that she would never, 
again, seek him out; that she would will 
her interest in him. Perhaps he was right. 
The life in the camps — concentration 
camps — DP camps — had changed him, 
perverted him. She was better away 
from him. 

But, during the following week, at a 
musical reception she had helped arrange, 
partly for his benefit, she was conscious 
of no one else. Although she used elabo- 
rate devices to avoid his eyes and was 
flatteringly attentive to everyone else in 
the room, she knew his every movement. 
When most of the guests had left, he 
came over to her. 

"Come," he said, taking her hand. 

Without question, she went with him. 

He took her to their favorite "joint." 
Oyer beer and sandwiches, he said in a 
complaining voice, "It is not as simple 
as I thought." 

"What isn't?" she questioned. 

"Getting rid of you." 

"Your command of idiomatic English 
is vastly improved. In fact, you speak 
like a native." 

"I said. . . ." 

". . . that it was not easy . . ." 
". . . getting rid of you. . . ." 
"Why try. . . ." 

They walked to his place, through an 
evening swathed in fog, and the neon 
signs of red and blue and green seemed 
to gleam like jewels. 



"I warned you," he said, holding tightly 
to her hand, inside his coat pocket. 

"You warned me," she solemnly agreed 
and then both laughed. 

"I love you," he continued. 

"You love me," she agreed. "On Third 
Avenue you love me. Will you love me 
on Second — and on First?" 

"You are a fool," he said, flipping an 
imaginary speck from her nose. 

"I'm a fool. You're getting stuck." 

"No, you are," his voice was now com- 
pletely serious. "Liebchen, I warn you. 
There are moments . . . there are 
moods. . . ." 

"I, too, have my moments . . . my 
moods . . ." and she laughed, her voice 
strong and sure in the chiffon fog. 

Yet, when they came to his room, in- 
voluntarily she hesitated before entering. 

"You see . . ." he said. 

"What is it I am supposed to see?" 

"Just that one small memory . . . and 
it has left an impression. . . ." 

Through the long white winter they 
saw each other almost every day, and 
their hours were full of exhilaration. 
They tramped through the park, challeng- 
ing the biting wind, smearing their 
mouths and noses with jelly apples. When 
they went to the movies, they bought hot 
roasted chestnuts from the grinning 
Italian vendor. They delighted in doing 
childish things together, as if to make 
up for all the years, the years of differ- 
ence, that lay between them. 

Lisa saw a new, a lighter side, of 
Emil; gravely he would expound upon 
the difference between European and 
American snowballs or how long a beard 
must grow, according to international 
custom, before it was necessary to shave. 
He also told her of Elsbeth, the round- 
cheeked music student whom he had 

Britannica Finds 
Jewish 

THE 1950 Britannica book, just pub- 
lished by the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
contains many interesting facts on Israel 
and Judaism. It claims that there is a 
resurgence of religious feeling and inter- 
est among Jews in West European coun- 
tries, to a larger extent in Belgium, 
Holland and France, and to a lesser de- 
gree in Italy. Not a few Jews in Europe 
who deemed themselves outside the fold 
because of their marriages to Christians 
are now attracted to the synagogue. The 



married, "Just before the beginning of 
the end, when we were still hoping there 
would be no beginning . . . and no 
end . . ." and of Trudi, their baby, whom 
they had planned to make into a world- 
famous skiier, because neither of them 
could ski. . . . 

Sometimes Lisa would want to hold 
each day tightly to her and at other 
times she would will them to fly quickly 
to the time when Emil would ask her 
to marry him, to help him to rebuild 
his life. 

Once, inadvertently, she said some- 
thing about marriage, a casual, insigni- 
ficant remark. 

Emil did not respond and she glanced 
at him, her surprise growing to astonish- 
ment, when she saw the deep lines into 
which his face had fallen. 

"I am afraid, Lisa. Still. . . ." 

Then, so soon, the winter that Lisa 
would always remember as perfect, like 
a scene under glass, was breaking up . . . 
the first tendrils of spring dissolving the 
etched black and whiteness into a 
smudged gray. . . . 

In March the Philharmonic played one 
of Emil's compositions. Entitled "He- 
braic Symphony," it had much of the 
dirge-like quality of his other works. 
Interwoven, however, was a melody of 
such sombre poignancy that Lisa could 
barely keep from crying out the first 
time she had heard it. Now listening 
to its enrichment by the magnificent or- 
chestration, she felt it to be truly inspired. 

Following the concert, Hans and Fanni 
and some other of their friends, insisted 
that Lisa and Emil come to a party. 
Grouped around the large table in the 
small French restaurant, they could not 
sufficiently praise "Hebraic Symphony." 
All except one. Herbert Alburton, a 
(Continued on page 22) 

a Resurgence Of 
Religion 

establishment of Israel "disposed even 
agnostic Jews to believe in the possibility 
of miracles." 

Mindful of the increasing role of re- 
ligion in the life of U. S. Jewry, the local 
Jewish welfare funds allocated greater 
sums of the major achievements in Jew- 
ish education in 1949 was the provision 
of improved facilities to enable children 
in rural districts to come to a central 
point where they could obtain a better 
Jewish education. 
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A NEW "CHUMASH" TEXT 



Tlx following is tlx preface writ- 
tcn by Dr. Lev hn thai for a new work 
by Rabbi Mordecai H. Leuittes 
titled "The Student Bible (Cbnmasb 
La-TahniJ) , and published by the 
Hebrew Publishing Company. Rabbi 
Leuittes is tlje co-autlyor of several 
texts such as "Modern Hebrew" and 
"Select Readings in Hebrew Litera- 
ture" winch have been widely used 
in high sc/x>ols and in colleges. The 
Student Bible, covers the first half 
of Genesis, and is intended as a text 
for tlx study of Clrutnash. 

IT IS hardly necessary to tell the stu- 
' dent of Jewish education the role that 
the Bible, particularly the Pentateuch, 
played in the educational system of the 
Jew. As soon as the child was able to 
read, he was initiated into the text of 
the Chi mash which formed the founda- 
tion of all his Jewish studies. 

But this was in the past. Today, the 
system of instruction has been changed. 
Modern educational theories hold that it 
it more advantageous for the child to be- 
gin his Hebrew instruction with simple 
stories of his every-day experience told in 
words which he can easily master. Clm- 
mash has been postponed for a later 
period, and in many cases, it has been 
altogether eliminated. This is indeed a 
tragedy, because the Pentateuch is still 
the source of the entire product of the 
genius of the Jew, the mainspring from 
which there emerged the civilization of 
the Jew. 

It must be admitted, however, that it 
is not easy for the child to master many 
of the difficult words and phrases in the 
Chum ash text. The author has endeav- 
ored to solve this problem by preparing a 
volume which would enable the child to 
become familiar with the principal con- 
tents of the Biblical books, at the same 
time eliminating those passages which are 
too difficult for the child's mind to grasp. 

A number of similar attempts have 
been made in past years by prominent 
educators, and their Biblical abridgements 
have been used in many of our Hebrew 
Schools. "The Student Bible," however, 
has the advantage of many improvements, 
which should recommend it to every 
teacher and educator. 

The author, who has specialized in the 
field of education, has utilized his rich 
experience in many innovations and im- 
provements which are to be found in this 



present volume. His main purpose was 
to create an interest in the child for this 
study and to maintain that interest. The 
original music to which a number of the 
passages have been set, the numerous 
artistic drawings which portray many of 
the incidents, are some of the methods 
adopted to win the pupil's interest. 

The introduction in English to each 
reading selection helps the pupil grasp 
more easily the contents of the Hebrew 
passage. The exercises which follow every 
chapter have been prepared with great 
skill, and aid the child in retaining the 
Biblical words and phrases. Vocabularies 
for each lesson and a complete dictionary 
at the end of the volume will prove to 
be invaluable aids. 

A happy innovation in this volume is 
the inclusion, at the end of each story, 



By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 

of some of Rashi's beautiful interpreta- 
tions and comments which give the stu- 
dent an insight into the deeper explana- 
tion of the Biblical words. Another in- 
novation, which will prove of interest, is 
the explanation of the connection be- 
tween each Sidrah and the Haftorah 
which has been assigned to it. This helps 
the child to understand an important fea- 
ture of the Synagogue service. 

. I sincerely hope that this volume will 
succeed in winning our Jewish children 
to an understanding and a love of our 
Bible, which is our greatest contribution 
to world civilization, and which has re- 
mained throughout the ages the strength 
and the inspiration of all Jewish life. 



Flowers and Vegetabl 

IN ITS search for foreign currency the 
Jewish state is attempting to exploit 
every possible market abroad. It has 
even turned to the relatively small field 
of air transport of flowers, fruit and gar- 
den vegetables which are out of season in 
most countries of the world at just about 
the time they are in abundance in Israel. 

Trial consignments of roses, gladioli 
and wild flowers to the U. S. and Switzer- 
land by air, partly by Israel plane, were 
successful this winter. Although further 
experiments in the handling of flowers as 
transocean airfreight are still required, 
new orders were already received from 
Britain, France and Scandinavia on the 
strength of last winter's results. 

Israel may soon export bulbs of gladioli, 
tulips and hyacinths. The quantities 
contemplated are naturally still small and 
next year will probably amount to only 
two tons of flowers at a price of up to 
10,000 pounds in foreign currency, but 
within four years of an annual export 
cargo worth 2 50,000 pounds is foreseen. 

Soon some thirty or more new immi- 
grants' villages in the southern plain of 
Israel will also begin to turn in their 
produce, having been encouraged by the 
Ministry of Agriculture to include this 



es From Israel By Air 

export crop in their gardening schemes 
for each family. It is hoped to double 
the flower acreage next year. Strawber- 
ries for export are also being introduced 
this year. 

One of the major points on which plans 
for food exports are based is the fact 
that most crops ripen earlier in Israel than 
in other countries, earlier even than in 
North Africa. On this basis an exchange 
agreement has been worked out with Hol- 
land merchants, who ship potatoes here 
when the Israel crop is not available to 
take Israel surpluses of this crop in the 
Dutch off season. The only problem here 
is whether Israel can supply enough 
potatoes for the Netherlands market. 

Small trial consignments of vegetables 
dispatched last winter to Scandinavia and 
other European countries arrived in good 
condition, but proved to be of varieties 
to which housewives there are not accus- 
tomed, so that changes will have to be 
introduced in local growing schedules for 
next season, together with more scrupu- 
lous grading. Cauliflower was sent by 
both sea and air, arriving in the Euro- 
pean markets during the vegetable scarcity 
season in December. Tomatoes also sur- 
vived an airtrip, but are not too plentiful 
at that time in Israel either. 
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NEWS MONT 



THE views of the Israel Government 
on the announcement by the Big 
Three Powers concerning their arms 
shipments policy for the Middle East 
were outlined in Jerusalem in a formal 
statement by Premier David Ben Gurion 
in the Israel Parliament. The Premier's 
statement was approved by 64 affirmative 
votes. 

The Premier said that Israel was satis- 
fied that the discrimination against it by 
the sale of arms to the Arabs and the 
refusal to permit the Jewish state to pur- 
chase weapons had been eliminated, but 
he pointed out that the tri-partite state- 
ment was a unilateral action. He em- 
phasized that since Israel is and has always 
acted as a sovereign state, this announce- 
ment can only be accepted as informa- 
tion. 

Continuing his presentation, Mr. Ben 
Gurion said that the Israel Government 
is particularly satisfied by the fact that 
the Allied Powers called for peace in the 
Middle East, took a stand against the use 
of force and pledged action against an 
aggressor in the area. He declared that 
as a member of the United Nations and 
as an interested party Israel feels that the 
U.N. should not be satisfied with the 
American-British-French statement, but 
should do everything in its power to en- 
courage and speed up the process of sta- 
bilization in the Middle East through 
peace treaties between the Jewish state 
and the Arab countries. The Premier 
pledged his government to support any 
move in this direction launched by the 
U.N. 

Returning to the three-nation an- 
nouncement, he said that although the 
policy statement promised peace to the 
Middle East, no guarantee accompanied 
this promise. He welcomed the Big 
Powers' acknowledgment of the threat to 
Israel's security inherent in Arab rearma- 
ment and referred to the fact that the 
Jewish state drew the attention of the 
U.N. to the situation last February. 

The Mapai and General Zionist depu- 
ties were among those who received the 
Premier's statement of policy favorably. 



Jacob Riftin, speaking for Mapam, the 
left wing opposition, demanded that the 
government issue an explicit statement — 
and the Knesset endorse it — to the effect 
that Israel insists upon its unrestricted 
right to purchase arms in every part of 
the world, under conditions best for it 
and without being subject to, nor en- 
slaved by, anybody. 

Jacob Meridor, right wing Herut dep- 
uty, charged that the three power state- 
ment was a cloak for Britain's return to 
the Near East "through the back door." 
He specifically opposed the section of the 
policy statement calling for regional de- 
fense plans because his party rejects any 
agreements with the Arab states as long 
as some of them retain Palestine territory; 
he cited Egypt's presence in Gaza and 
Transjordan's control of the Old City 
of Jerusalem and the "triangle" area of 
central Palestine. He called for Israel 
to "stand up against the aggressors" in 
the future as it had done in the past. 

Nathan Friedmann-Yellin, head of the 
Fighters Party, charged that the tri-par- 
tite policy "converts Israel into a pro- 
tectorate of the Big Powers and compels 
the Jewish state to participate in the cold 



IN THE cellars containing the archives 
of the Israel Defence Army there is 
now a collection of about four million 
valuable documents on the history of self- 
defence from the days of the "Bilu" and 
"Hashomer" down to our own times. It 
is only with the greatest difficulty that 
this tremendous mass of material has been 
brought under control. 

Most of the material in the archives 
has reference to the last period of the 
Haganah and the War of Liberation. A 
collection has been made of all the histor- 
ical material of the units and brigades 
that have been disbanded. There are 
rows and rows of files dealing with the 
units who with their sweat and blood 
created the glorious, historic reality that 
is the State of Israel. 



war." Communist deputy Meir Wilner 
said that the Premier's statement was a 
sign that Israel was joining the Western 
Bloc and surrendering its freedom and 
sovereignty. He called on the Knesset 
to proclaim that Israel will not be con- 
verted into a springboard for the anti- 
Eastern European bloc. 

Replying to his critics, Mr. Ben Gurion 
rejected all allegations that Israel would 
become a protectorate of any power. "We 
are grateful to those who helped us, 
whether they are Eastern or Western 
powers and we have no reason for sever- 
ing our relations with any side," he in- 
sisted. "The government's announcement 
is based not upon what benefits the Big 
Three or the Cominform, but on the 
Israel Government's established policy. 
There is nothing in the tri-partite state- 
ment which affects our position." 

Secretary of State Dean Acheson told 
members of the House and Senate at a 
joint meeting that the three power reso- 
lution on Near Eastern arms shipments 
"should greatly assist in promoting peace 
and stability in that important area." 

Mr. Acheson, reporting on his meet- 
ings in London and Paris, said that he, 
British Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin 
and French Foreign Minister Robert 
Schumann "agreed on a firm policy to- 
ward arms shipments and security for 
the Arab States and Israel which should 
greatly assist in promoting peace and sta- 
bility in that important area." 



The photographic department is con- 
centrated in a separate section. By the 
side of the pictures of the "Hashomer" 
period have been placed the pictures of 
the War of Liberation, showing those who 
brought in the convoys, the stocking caps, 
the sten-gunners, the first uniforms, and 
other objects of interest, down to the 
latest operations in the liberation of the 
Negev and Operation Elath. Most af- 
fecting is the picture of young men in 
their stocking caps setting out in the 
darkness of night carrying on their backs 
food necessities for besieged Jerusalem. 

It is the task of the archives to gather 
and preserve all the documentary matter 
connected with the self-defense of the 
people of Israel both in the Diaspora and 
in Israel. The archives are at the service 
of the public. 
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A further step in efforts to bring about 
an Arab-Israel peace was taken by the 
United Nations Conciliation Commission 
for Palestine in Geneva. The Commis- 
sion handed to the Arab states and Israel 
a note clarifying its proposals of last 
March 29 that sub-committees of Arab 
and Israel representatives be set up to deal 
with various aspects of a peace settle- 
ment. The notes also expressed the hope 
that the subcommittees would be estab- 
lished without further delay. 

ft 

The Government of Israel was urged to 
reject any connection between a new 
highway it is building and a reported 
Anglo-American supported super-high- 
way between Istanbul and Cairo. 

Moshe Sneh, leading member of the 
left-wing Mapam Party, who made the 
plea to Premier David Ben Gurion, also 
charged that the super-highway, which 
would reportedly be routed through 
Lebanon, Israel and the Sinai Desert, "is 
aimed to fit in with Anglo-American war 
plans." 

Pointing to the planned Ras el Nakura- 
Faluka road, which would cross the 
length of Israel, Dr. Sneh quoted officials 
of the Premier's office who said that it 
would be broad enough to handle the 
widest cars, in accordance with interna- 
tional standards. He asserted that Syria 
could be tied into the Israel highway via 
a spur to Mishmar Hayarden, while 
Trans jordan could be reached via a feeder 
route from Hebron. 

ft 

Within 24 hours after the Big Three 
announcement on a new policy on arms 
shipments to the Near East, shell fire 
from Transjordan territory destroyed 
cornfields south of Hebron which were 
being harvested by Israel Bedouins. 

The continuous shell fire apparently did 
not injure any of the Arabs, but did set 
fire to the corn. The entire harvest and 
barns in which it had been stored were 
lost. 

ft 

United Nations observers are investi- 
gating reports that several members of 
the Transjordan Arab Legion stationed 
on Mt. Scopus in Jerusalem — where the 
Hebrew University and Hadassah Hos- 
pital are located — were wounded by 
Israelis. Israel quarters deny that such 
an incident occurred. 

High-ranking Israel and Transjordan 
officers met to discuss the number and 



locations of the mixed Arab-Jewish pa- 
trol posts to be established along the fron- 
tier between the two countries to guard 
against infiltrees. 

ft 

The Jewish Agency announced a new 
plan for the absorption and resettlement 
of young immigrants. In the future all 
physically fit, unmarried men and women 
from 17 to 3 5 years of age will not be 
accepted in immigrant reception camps, 
but will be sent to a special reception 
camp in Haifa. There they will be given 
a choice of entering a work camp or 
joining a collective or semi -collective set- 
tlement. 

Another warning that the Israel Gov- 
ernment alone cannot cope with the prob- 
lem of immigrants' absorption, but that 
an all-out pioneering effort is needed was 
given by Premier David Ben Gurion. 
The Premier spoke at Kiryat Chaim at 
a convention of Mapai Party workers in 
agricultural settlements. 

Mr. Ben Gurion criticized persons who 
felt that Socialism could only be "realized 
through the seizure of power." Israel 
will not go "this way," he stated, adding 
that "our method is based on voluntary 
effort and pioneering enterprise." 
ft 

Plans for the resettlement of 60,000 
immigrants and their families in "tent 
villages" before the rainy season starts 
have been worked out by the Jewish 
Agency's Absorption Department and the 
Ministry of Labor. 

The project calls for the establishment 
of colonies of canvas-walled, stout-roofed 
huts near work centers in various parts 
of the country. A total of 2 5,000 such 
tents will be erected near Safad, Tiberias, 
Hedera, Herzlia, Nathanya, Petach, Tik- 
vah, Jerusalem and Beersheba. 

ft 

A comprehensive report on the situa- 
tion of raw and building materials in 
Israel has been submitted to Parliament 
by Dr. Dov Joseph, Minister of Supply. 
Dr. Joseph was reported to have warned 
that if raw materials valued at 
£3,500,000 are not immediately imported 
by Israel, all factories and building will 
be paralyzed. 

Work will begin this month on an arti- 
ficial reservoir to hold 10,000,000 cubic 
meters of water to be used for irrigation 
and hydro-electric purposes, it was an- 
nounced here today. The reservoir, which 
will be located in the Yavniel area, near 



Tiberias, is one of the major components 
of the famous Lowdermilk plan for the 
rehabilitation of Israel's water and soil 
resources. It will cover 3,500 acres and 
will provide water for the Jordan Valley, 
the Yavniel Depression and Lower Galilee. 
A large dam and power station will be 
built across Wadi Fajjas. Teams of sur- 
veyors and engineers are now engaged in 
preparatory work. 

ft 

The largest and most modern clinic and 
hospital organized by the Kupat Holim — 
the nationwide health and medical service 
of the Histadrut — was dedicated at Petach 
Tikvah. The hospital when completed 
at a cost of approximately $640,000, will 
contain 110 rooms and will serve an area 
of some 150,000 persons. 

COMMON SOURCE FOR 
JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN 
MUSIC ANNOUNCED 

THE common source of Jewish and 
■ Christian liturgical music in the an- 
cient Jewish Temple in Jerusalem, a sub- 
ject of controversy for almost 2,000 
years, has been substantiated by Dr. Eric 
Werner, a leading American musicologist, 
composer and teacher. 

The Hebrew Union Colege-Jewish In- 
stitute of Religion has announced that 
Dr. Werner, after careful analysis of syna- 
gogue and church music and liturgy, and 
after exhaustive investigations of several 
European and Middle East sources, has 
established and documented the common 
origin of the music and liturgy — this has 
long been the contention of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Dr. Werner is pro- 
fessor of Jewish Music at the H.U.C. - 

J.I.R. 

Msgr. Prince Rampolla, Papal Secretary, 
invited Dr. Werner to deliver an ad- 
dress on "The Interdependence of Syna- 
gogue, Byzantine and Gregorian Chant" 
before the Internatonal Congress of Cath- 
olic Church Music at the Pontifical In- 
stitute of Sacred Music in Rome at a spe- 
cial Holy Year convocation. While in 
Rome, Dr. Werner, at the invitation of 
Msgr. Iginio Angles, prefect of the Pon- 
tifical Institute of Sacred Music, presented 
some papers on the common liturgical and 
musical ground. 

Dr. Werner has marshalled his evidence 
from many scattered sources, including 
France, Ireland, Germany, Italy, Greece, 
Armenia and the Balkans, and Palestine, 
Egypt, Syria, and Mesopotamia. 
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NEWS OF THE CENTER— 



Tickets For Coming High Holy Days 

The Ritual and Religious Service Com- 
mittee is now making plans for the sale 
of seats for the coming High Holy Days 
both in the Auditorium and the Syna- 
gogue. Members of the Center who oc- 
cupied seats last year are urged to please 
notify the Center office immediately 
whether they wish to occupy the same 
seats during this year's High Holidays. 
Seats not ordered will be assigned to 
other members wishing to worship at the 
Center. 

Impressive Consecration Exercises 
Held On Shavuot 

The annual Consecration Services took 
place on the first day of Shavuot, Mon- 
day, May 22nd, in the presence of a con- 
gregation that was filled to overflowing. 
The main theme was a "Cantata" called 
"The Role of Hassidism in Jewish Life," 
written by Dr. Levinthal and Rabbi 
Saltzman on a text suggested by Rabbi 
Louis I. Newmann, in which all the Con- 
secrants participated. The songs depicted 
the beauty and the richness of the life 
of Hassidism. The class was assisted in 
the singing by our Men's Choral Group, 
under the leadership of Mr. Sholom 
Secunda, which added to the impressive- 
ness of the occasion. Rabbi Saltzman 
addressed the Consecrants and Rabbi 
Lewittes conferred the blessings. Cantor 
Sauler was the soloist. Mrs. Laura Rubin 
is teacher of the class. The following 
girls constituted the Consecration Class 
this year: Judith Amster, Ileane Altman, 
Nina Ballas, Joyce Garber, Judith Gold- 
stein, Deborah Kallen, Shari Kaye, Har- 
riet Marco, Marcia Nurnbcrg, Judith 
Rosenthal, Bernice Sussman, Joan Selig- 
man, Helen R. Wien, Irma Weitzman, 
Helene Wolfe, Rena Rosenbaum, Linda 
Resnick, Barbara Miller, Marion Yablon. 

Young Folks League Continue 
Weekly Roof Meetings 
During Summer 

The Young Folks League will continue 
their weekly meetings on the roof, weather 
permitting, every Tuesday evening. Ad- 
mission is limited to members only upon 
presentation of their 1950 membership 
cards. Come and join in the sociability 
and cool relaxation of summer evenings. 



During "Nine Days" 

The Gym and Baths Department will 
be closed during the "Nine Days" begin- 
ning Sunday, July 16th through Sunday, 
July 23 rd. The department will reopen 
as usual on Monday morning, July 24th 
at 10 a.m. for women. 
Holiday Gym Schedule July 4th 

The Gym and Baths Department will 
be open on Tuesday, July 4th for men 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and for boys 
from 2 to 5 p.m. 
Summer Gymnasium Schedule 

The following Gym and Baths Depart- 
ment schedule will prevail during July 
and August: 
Monday: 

Women 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; 

Men — 3 to 10:00 p.m. 

Boys — 3 to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday: 

Women — 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; 

Girls — 3 to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 

Women — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; 

Men — 3 to 10 p.m. 

Boys — 3 to 5 a.m. 
Thursday: 

Women — 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 

Girls — 3 to 5 p.m.; 

Men — 5 to 10 p.m. 
Friday: 

Men and Boys — 1 to 6 p.m. 
Sundays and Legal Holidays: 

Men 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 

Boys — 2 to 5 p.m. 
Summer Library Schedule 

The Library of the Center will be open 
during July and August on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 4 to 8 p.m., and on Fridays from 
2 to 5 p.m. 

Acknowledgment of Gifts 

We acknowledge with thanks receipt 
of a donation for the purchase of Prayer 
Books and Taleisim from the following: 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman J. Grecnhut 
in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son 
Philip. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Kotimsky in 
honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, 
Melvyn Roy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Swarzman in 
honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, 
Herbert. 



Sabbath Services 

Friday evening services at 6:00. 

Kindling of candles at 8:11. 

Sabbath services, "Hukat" Numbers 
19.1-22.1; Prophets-Judges 11.1-33, will 
commence at 8:30 a.m. 

Mincha services at 6:00 p.m. 

Rabbi Saltzman will preach on the 
weekly portion of the Torah. 
Daily Services 

Morning services at 7:00 and 8:00 
o'clock. 

Mincha services at 7:30 p.m. 

Additions to Library 

The following books have been added 
to our library and are now in circulation: 
The Republic of Israel — Dumier 
The Book of Kings I & II 

Soncino 
Jerusalem Has Many Faces 

St am pfer 

Report On Israel — Irwin Shaw 
Embarkation — Murray Gitlin 
Young Hearts — David Maletz 
In Search — Meyer Levin 
The Wedding — Hanna Stein 
I Saw the Battle of Jerusalem 

Harry Levin 

The Army of Israel 

Col. Moshe Vearlman 
A Guide to the Talmud 

Harry Silvers tone 

Beth Ha B'Hirah 

R. Menaham Meiri (Hebrew) 

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of 
gifts of books for our library from the 
following: 

Mr. Ben S. Michaelson in memory of 
Mrs. Michaelson. 

Dr. and Mrs. David Farbcr in honor 
of the birth of a grandson. 

Inta League Clubs, B. J. C. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Rubin 

Dr. Abraham Asen 

Mr. R. Shields 

Bar Mifzvah 

A hearty Mazel Tov is extended to Dr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Isaacs of 125 Ocean 
Avenue on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, 
Robert Messing, which will be celebrated 
at the Center this Sabbath morning, 
June 24th. 
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APPLICATIONS 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Anderman, Miss Terry 

Res. 95 5 Hegeman Ave. 

Proposed by Stanley S. Leshaw, 
Sylvia Perlow 
Bassuk, Jacob 

Res. 572 Montgomery St. 

Bus. Real Estate, 79 Tompkins Ave. 

Married 

Proposed by Abraham Silverman, 
Leo Kaufmann 
Berger, Murray H. 
Res 761 Blake Ave. 
Bus. Printing, 200 Varick St. 
Single 

Proposed by S. Lorie Weksler 
Goldstein, Miss Henrietta 

Res. 3 56 East 2nd St. 

Proposed by Nat Horowitz 
Kasarsky, Miss Gladys 

Res. Linden Blvd. 

Proposed by Marvin Blickstein, 
Morton Weinberger 
Krischer, Sam 

Res. 1771 — 49th St. 

Bus. Diamonds, 36 W. 47th St. 

Single 

Proposed by Benj. Kestenbaum 
Lessing, Miss Rhoda 

Res. 1511 Sterling PI. 
Messinger, Jack 

Res. 201 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. Lawyer, 251 W. 42nd St. 

Married 

Proposed by Herman Lambert, 
Jacob J. Schwartzwald 

POSKLENSKY, DAVID 

Res. 520 East 48th St. 
Bus. Television Service 
Single 
Ross, Milton 

Res. 105 Sutter Ave. 

Bus. Accountant, 505 — 5th Ave. 

Single 

Proposed by William Brief, 

Seymour Eiscnstadt 
Shapiro, Jerry 

Res. 1225 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. Accountant, 347 Madison Ave. 

Single 
Siegel, Miss Terry 

Res. 4812— 14th Ave. 

Proposed by Harold Kalb, 
Jack M. Zolotsky 



FOR MEMBERSHIP 



Zwerin, Edward H. 

Res. 1381 St. Marks Ave. 
Bus. Photography, 40-03 National 
Avenue 

Proposed by Muriel Goldsmith, 
Louis Sklar 

Late Applications: 
Geldzeiler, Miss Bess 

Res. 125 Division Ave. 
Greenberg, William H. 
Res. 641 Crown St. 
Bus. Wholesale Mdse. 
Single 

Proposed by Kenneth Levine, 
Helen Brasner 
Lowe, Aaron E. 

Res. 1289 Union St. 

Bus. Adult Games, 27 W. 20th St. 

Single 

SlLVERSTEIN, BENJAMIN 

Res. 263 Brooklyn Ave. 
Bus. Contractor 
Married 

Proposed by Herman L. Wein, 
Milton Harris 
Surowitz, Frank 

Res. 277 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. Lawyer, City of N. Y. 
Married 

Proposed by Chas. Rubenstein, 
Maurice Bernhardt 
Zinn, Paul 

Res. 201 Crown St. 

Bus. Paper, 30 Gt. Jones St. 

Married 

Proposed by Edward I. Becker 

Samuel H. Goldberg, 
Chairman, Membership Committee. 
Baccalaureate Service to 
Our Graduates 

The annual Baccalaureate Service for 
the graduates of all the schools of our 
institution, as well as for the members 
of the Consecration Class, will be held 
this Sabbath morning, June 24th. Rabbi 
Lewittes will preach the baccalaureate 
sermon. The graduates of our Hebrew 
School, Sunday School, Post Graduate 
Class, Post Bar Mitzvah Fellowship, 
Senior Group and Center Academy are 
all asked to be present. Their parents 
too are invited and urged to attend this 
service. 

The Benjamin Hirsh Memorial Award, 
which is offered annually to a member 
of the Junior Congregation will be 
awarded at this Service. 



Young Married Group 
Ends Fine Season 

The Young Married Group of the 
Center has a fine record of successful 
meetings and affairs for this season. At 
the last meeting in May they were privi- 
leged to have our own Rabbi Manuel 
Saltzman speak to them on the subject 
"Jewish Attitude Toward the Family." 
Rabbi Saltzman emphasized the point 
that "Kidushin" or sanctity has always 
been the cornerstone of the successful 
Jewish marriage. He also brought out 
the relevancy of Jewish law ethics, and 
customs to the young American couple. 
The discussion which followed was stimu- 
lating and provocative. Other meetings 
during the season were enjoyed most 
pleasantly by the featuring of movies, 
quiz games, "Eternal Light" scripts, spe- 
cial programs for timely Jewish holidays, 
etc. Each meeting was concluded with 
the serving of delicious refreshments, and 
dancing and socializing followed. The 
concluding meeting of the season on June 
22nd set aside for Election of Officers 
and featured a "Square Dance" proved to 
be a most delightful end of season pro- 
gram. The group hopes to continue their 
fine activities next season and invites all 
Young married couples to join their 
ranks. 
Personal 

Dr. Jules B. Aaron, son of the late 
Mr. Hyman Aaron and Mrs. Aaron, has 
successfully completed his examinations 
for specialization and has been certified 
as a Diplomate of the American Board 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology. 

The Loss of Hyman Aaron 

(Continued from page 4) 
One of the functions of the ancient 
priests was bedek habayit, to take charge 
of the examination of the physical condi- 
tion of the Holy Temple. In this sense, 
too, Mr. Aaron was a true priest. As 
Chairman of our House Committee, he 
watched over every nook and corner of 
the Center. If we glory in its beautiful 
condition, we owe this in large measure 
to his watchful eye. 

He took an interest in every worth- 
while undertaking. He was proud of the 
achievements in Israel and took pride in 
every progress that was made in the re- 
ligious life of American Jewry. 

We share with his family his loss. His 
name will ever be remembered by us with 
blessing. Israel H. Levinthal. 
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IN OUR HEBREW SCHOOL 



IMPRESSIVE graduation exercises were 
held by the Hebrew and Religious 
Schools on Sunday, June 11. Awards 
were given to the following: 

The Kushner Memorial Award to 
Harold Kushner. 

Post Graduate Hebrew Award to Tobia 
Brown. Honorable Mention, Shirley 
Arenow and Rena Rosenbaum. 

Young Folks Award to Robert Gluck- 
man, Julia Heimowitz and Sandor 
Schaeffer. 

The Rachmil Gold Medal for General 
Excellence to Sol Tanenzapf. 

The Parent-Teachers Association gift 
to Arthur Rudy. 

The Faculty Gifts to Harvey Gottlieb 
and Paul Kushner. Honorable Mention, 
Edith Glanz and Barbara Gross. 

Sunday School Gift for General Ex- 
cellence to Ruth Lieberman. Honorable 
Mention, Lucile Math, and Phyllis Lor- 
berblatt. 

The following received diplomas and 
certificates: 

Hebrew School Graduates 

Norman Berkowitz, Ruth Berman, Ar- 
thur Brimberg, Bernard Brooks, David 
Dinin, Bernice Eiselman, Jeannette 
Flamm, Edith Glanz, Robert Gnaizda, 
Robert Goldberg, Marilyn Goldstein, 
Harvey Gottlieb, Barbara Gross, Burton 
Honig, Joseph Karp, Jerome Kern, Paul 
Kushner, Lawrence Levy, Ellen Palley, 
Alan Richman, Arthur J. Rudy, Robert 
Sale, Sol Tanenzapf, Richard Weinberger, 
Stanley Weinstock. 

Sunday School Graduates 

Sara Berenson, Rhoda Bernstein, June 
Beskin, Mary Ann Gittleman, Ann Hal- 
perin, Marsha Katz, Ruth Lieberman, 
Marilyn Levine, Phyllis Lorberblatt, 
Gloria Leffcr, Lucille Math, Joyce Perlin, 
Janet Ross, Jewel Schachter, Elaine Seide- 
man, Joan Smallberg, Renee Stelzer, 
Rochelle Willick. 

Post-Graduate Hebrew Class 
Certificates 

Helen Aronow, Tobia Brown, Irving 
Dworetzky, Rena Rosenbaum, Alan 
Sloate, Corinne Zucker. 

Post-Bar Mitzvah Certificates 

Melvin Aminoff, Norman Beris, Lau- 
rence Berger, Morton Cohen, Paul Davis, 
Robert Gluckman, David Goldstein, Har- 
vey Greenberg, Harold Kushner, Amnon 
Orent, Samuel Rappaport, Alan Sloate, 
Richard Stadin, David Teperson. 



Senior Group Certificates 
Shirley Aronow, Julia Heimowitz, 
Ruth Klinghoffer, Robert Kritz, Isabel 
Miller, Sandor Schaeffer. 

Registration for the new term is now 
in progress. It is most important for 
parents of students now enrolled as well 
as parents of new students to enroll their 
children before the close of June. Since 
our school boasts a peak registration, we 
have been forced to turn away some late- 
comers. Prompt registration will assure 
the student of a place in our school and 
will make for an efficient start at the 
beginning of the new academic semester. 
The first day of the new semester has 
been set for Thursday, September 7, 1950, 
at 10:00 A.M. 

* * * 

The final meeting of the P.T.A. for the 
year was held on Wednesday, May 17. 
Mrs. Julius Kushner, who presided, pre- 
sented a report on activities for the past 
vear. She pointed out that the P.T.A. 
had enjoyed a very successful season and 
aided the Hebrew School in many of its 
extra-curricular activities. Mrs. G. Spin- 
nd presented a brief address on celebrat- 
ing Shavuot. Rabbi Lewittes, in his prog- 
ress report, emphasized the raising of 
standards during the past year and the 
continuation of Jewish education in the 



high school years after Bar Mitzvah or 
after graduation from the elementary 
Hebrew School. The guest speaker, Mrs. 
Augusta Saretzky, consultant of the Jew- 
ish Education Committee, spoke on new 
trends in Jewish education. Cantor Wil- 
liam Sauler rendered several songs in 
Hebrew and Yiddish. 

The annual collection for the Hista- 
druth Ivrith was carried on successfully 
by the students of the Hebrew School 
under the direction of Mr. Edelheit. A 
total of $28 J. was collected. These funds 
are to be used for Hebrew publications 
and the promotion of Hebrew culture in 
the community. 
Children's Service For High Holy 
Days to be Introduced 

At a recent meeting of the Ritual 
committee it was decided to form a spe- 
cial service during the High Holy Days 
for children in the lower grades of our 
school. This service will be conducted 
by one of the members of our faculty 
and will be free to all. 

In addition, the Junior Congregation 
will conduct its regular service in the 
Beth Hamidrash. The Junior Congrega- 
gation services are designed for boys and 
girls up to the age of 18 and for stu- 
dents in our higher grades. The cost of 
tickets is $2.50. The services will be 
conducted under the direction of Rabbi 
Mordecai H. Lewittes and the officers of 
the Junior Congregation. 



JUNIOR LEAGUE CLOSES SUCCESSFUL SEASON 



THE Junior League has just completed 
one of its most successful seasons. 
There is no doubt that this success is due, 
in a large measure, to the efforts of the 
group's leader, Mr. Joseph Aaron and its 
officers, consisting of Allan Levy, Presi- 
dent; Irene Spatt and June Goldstein, 
Vice-Presidents; Gene Eckstein, Secre- 
tary; Dianne Staden, Treasurer; also 
members of the Executive Board — Joel 
Sugar, Hugh Greenberg, Jack Sprung, 
Doris Ohlsen and Marty Karlin. 

The season was rich in both cultural 
and social highlights and the best proof 
of its success was the excellent attendance 
all through the year. The group wel- 
comed the Jewish holidays with a panel 
discussion on the meaning of "Rosh 
Hashanah to the American Youth." A 
youth leader from the Zionist Organiza- 
tion of America addressed us on the 



progress of the State of Israel. The at- 
titude of the Jews in the November elec- 
tions provided a spirited political evening. 
Our College Youth Service in December 
proved successful beyond our fondest 
dreams. Rabbi Saltzman provided one of 
the most interesting evenings with a dis- 
cussion of the problem of intermarriage. 
During Jewish Music month, Mr. Sholom 
Secunda visited with us and brought the 
history of Jewish Music to life for us. 
During Brotherhood Week, a speaker 
from NAACP discussed intergroup rela- 
tions on the American scene. In April 
we heard a report on Yemenite Life from 
Mr. Gluska, Yemenite member of the 
Israeli Knesset. The last of our spe- 
cifically Jewish programs was a discus- 
sion of American Jewish Congress Activ- 
ities by the Assistant Director of the 
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CENTER ACADEMY GRADUATION 



Brooklyn Jewish division. The programs 
were rich socially too. Of course, the 
Spring Prom was the year's highlight. Its 
success was made possible by the fine 
sociable spirit developed at our monthly 
socials, our mid-winter hop and our 
United Jewish Appeal social, at which we 
raised over $1,000.00 in contributions. 
Other programs included square dances, 
novelty game nights and on the more 
serious side, some fine musicales. Occa- 
sional movies, book reviews, panel dis- 
cussions on timely topics all added zest 
and variety to our programs. 

Next year many of our leaders are 
moving on into the Young Folks League. 
We hope that our new officers and Exec- 
utive Committee who were elected to of- 
fice on June 8 th will prove as able in pro- 
viding inspired meetings for our Junior 
League, the College Age group of the 
Center. 

THE YOUNGER MEMBERSHIP 

BY THE time this is in print the new 
administration of the Young Folks 
League will have been elected. It is 
therefore, my pleasure to express my 
heartfelt thanks, as well as that of the 
members of the Young Folks League, to 
the outgoing administration for their 
splendid work and cooperation. To the 
officers, members of the executive com- 
mittee, the many chairmen and members 
of the Young Folks League who were in- 
strumental in effectuating our cultural, 
social and philanthropic program goes our 
sincere appreciation. 

Though it may be said with all due 
modesty, that the past year has been a 
banner year in the annals of the Young 
Folks League, we cannot rest on our 
laurels, nor feel contented. The Young 
Folks League must not only maintain its 
present standards, but must intensify its 
efforts in as many aspects of Jewish com- 
munal life as possible, so that we may be 
in fact emulating the finest traditions of 
the Center. 

I feel confident that the incoming ad- 
ministration will strive to be equal to 
this task. To all of you, the best of luck 
for a very fruitful year. 

— Milton Reiner, President. 

Graduations 

Miss Grace Gribetz, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Louis J. Gribetz, graduated 
from Cornell University with a degree 
of B.S. Miss Gribetz took special courses 



ON WEDNESDAY morning, June 
14th, the Graduation exercises of 
the Center Academy took place. It was 
an occasion of joy and solemnity. Par- 
ents, grandparents, relatives, friends, 
staff, officers of the school and the Rabbis 
of the Center all were there to wish our 
graduates well. 

The two plays — one English and one 
Hebrew which were presented by the 
graduates, are indicative of the kind of 
activities that the Center Academy 
stresses and of the great variety of infor- 
mation the boys and girls acquire during 
their stay in school. 

The trips to Philadelphia, Boston and 
Washington which they took during this 
year to enhance the learning of the past 
and present history of the people of the 
United States, served as a basis for the 
English play entitled, "Was It Real?" 

The Hebrew play, "Yisrael Ha'Miklath 
Shel Ha'Olim Ha-Ivrim" or "Israel — the 
Refuge of the Jewish Immigrant," 
showed how thoroughly familiar these 
boys and girls are with the spiritual, so- 
cial and economic problems with which 

in law and labor relationship. She had 
a leading role in the Octagon Play. 

Miss Marilyn Mittman, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Mittman of 283 
Montgomery Street was graduated from 
New York University School of Educa- 
tion, receiving a B.S. degree. 

Congratulations 

Heartiest congratulations and best 
wishes are extended to: 

Dr. and Mrs. Nathan Adler of 1269 
President Street on the birth of a son, 
Roger Franklin, to their children Dr. 
and Mrs. Daniel H. Adler in May; also 
on the birth of a son, Norman Seth, to 
their children Mr. and Mrs. Herbert M. 
Perr of Rockville Center, L. I., also born 
in May. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Buchman of 65 5 
Montgomery Street on the marriage of 
their son, Irwin P., to Miss Lenore Rosen- 
berg on June 25 th. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Gottlieb of 1601 
Carroll Street on the Bar Mitzvah of their 
grandson, Mark L., at the Center on 
June 24th. 

Mr. and Mrs. Solomon Mitrani of 444 
Crown Street on the marriage of their 
daughter, Donna, to Mr. Alfred Abram- 



the new immigrants to Israel, as well as 
the new Government of Israel itself, are 
confronted. Of both plays the graduates 
were the authors, producers and actors. 
They selected the themes, wrote the dia- 
logue and the lyrics. They, too, painted 
the scenery and created the incidental 
music and dances. The audience was en- 
thusiastic in their approval. 

Mr. Vandenheke was in charge of the 
English play, Miss Prensky of music, Mr. 
Harris of the scenery and Miss Bush of 
the Hebrew play. 

The graduates are: Elaine Claire Apple- 
baum, Barry Bloom, Nancy Lee Blum- 
berg, Judith Pearl Cederbaum, James 
Cohen, Rena Globe, Stephen Greenberg, 
Joel Hurwitz, Janet Rosenfeld, Barbara 
Satlow. 

Best wishes for a happy and healthy 
summer to our staff, student body, offi- 
cers of the Center Academy and of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center. Last, but not 
least, a happy summer and a very happy 
future to our graduates. They were a 
wonderful class to teach and to live with 
and we will miss each one of them. 

son of Philadelphia at the Center on June 
18 th. 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel N. Shapiro of 
1311a Carroll Street and Mr. and Mrs. 
Max Goldberg of 410 Eastern Parkway 
on the marriage of their children, Lora 
Shapiro to Robert Goldberg at the Center 
on June 20th. 

Mr. Abraham Shapiro of 725 St. Marks 
Avenue on the Bar Mitzvah of his grand- 
son, Erich Wolf Segal, on June 24th. 

Dr. Martin M. Shir of 652 Eastern 
Parkway on the marriage of his daughter, 
Florence, to Mr. Martin Osman on June 
18 th. Congratulations are also extended 
to the grandmother, Mrs. Lena Rosenman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Silber of 1141 
President Street on the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son, Ronald, on July 1st. 

Seminary Confers New Honor 
On Dr. Levinthal 

At the graduation exercises of the Jew- 
ish Theological Seminary last Sunday, 
June 18th, Rabbi Levinthal was awarded 
the Solomon Schechter Citation. This 
year's graduation took note of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Rabbinical Assembly 
of America, the organization that is com- 
posed mostly of the alumni of the Semi- 
nary. 
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(AGING 



ISTERHOOD! 



"Gratia cum laude" — thanks with 
praise to all of our Sisterhood women 
w/jo have contributed so much ef- 
fort, interest and cooperation toward 
the phenomenal success of our 1949- 
/ 9 5 0 program. It is a tribute to yon 
that Sisterhood has grown to such 
stature. We may well be proud of 
oar record. Let us, then, adjourn 
for the summer in well-merited lei- 
sure, secure hi the knowledge that 
we have adequately served our Syna- 
gogue and our community. 

Sarah Klinghoffer, President. 

In Memoriam 

"In nothing do men more nearly ap- 
proach the gods than in doing good to 
their fellowmen." Hyman Aaron, our late 
Vice-President, more than any other in- 
dividual deserves this epitaph. The in- 
stitutions which he founded and lovingly 
tended, our own Center in particular, will 
forever remain as a monument to his 
greatness of heart, his breadth of soul 
and his sympathetic generosity. Although 
we shall miss him much in the years to 
come, we shall remember him for the 
good he has done to his fellowmen. 

Sisterhood's Bouquets to Mothers 

The manner in which Sisterhood paid 
tribute to our mothers this year was most 
unusual, for we presented them with 
floral, pictorial, lyric and dramatic bou- 
quets. Twelve members who had cele- 
brated their golden wedding anniversaries 
were honored in an impressive ceremony, 
preceded by a procession fittingly syn- 
chronized with the music of the "Anni- 
versary Song" played by Ruth Bernhardt. 
Those honored included Mesdames Philip 
Asher, Abraham Ginsburg, Pincus Glick- 
man, Jacob Goell, Joseph Horowitz, Sol 
Horowitz, Samuel Katz, Jacob Macklowe, 
Morris Neinken, Jacob Reibstein, Meyer 
Rosen and Samuel Rottenberg. Lila 
Leonard, chairman of the afternoon pre- 
sented each celebrant with a corsage of 
red carnations, beribboned in gold. 
Evelyn Sachs, Metropolitan Opera con- 
tralto, serenaded them in a program dedi- 
cated particularly to mothers, — a truly 
lyric bouquet, after which Mrs. Joseph 
Horowitz, a guest of honor, delivered a 
most eloquent and dramatic address on 
"Matriarchs In Israel." This was the 



dramatic contribution to the bouquet. 
The pictorial phase was generously do- 
nated by Bernard and Anne Weisberg, 
who recorded in a moving picture the 
glorious events of this memorable pro- 
gram. 

Installation of Officers 

The Annual Meeting, held on Monday 
evening, June 5 th, was another eventful 
and well-attended function. From every 
angle, the program was "different" from 
most trite installation exercises, yet it 
lacked nothing of formality, dignity or 
charm. Mrs. Abraham Lasky, President 
of the Metropolitan Branch of the Na- 
tional Women's League, who, as Installing 
Officer, treated us to a novel procedure. 
As she installed each officer, she extolled 
her virtues in verse, to the delight of all 
assembled. The gala atmosphere contin- 
ued with the presentation of the techni- 
color film of Sisterhood's activities on 
Mothers' Day. 

Officers of Sisterhood 

Mrs. Morton Klinghoffer President 
Mrs. M. Robert Epstein Vice-President 

Mrs. Joseph Levy, Jr Vice-President 

Mrs. Frank SchaefTer .... Vice-President 
Mrs. Hyman Rachmil Treasurer 
Mrs. Samuel Schlanger Recording Secy. 
Mrs. Benjamin H. Wisner Corr. Secy. 
Mrs. Harry Zakhem . Social Secretary 



Board of Directors 
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Louis Bady 
Harry Berman 
Maurice Bernhardt 
Alex Bernstein 
Elias Bernstein 
Henry Brautman 
Philip Brenner 
Michael Bromberg 
Fanny Buchman 
Murray Danciger 
Charles Dilbert 
Nathan Dvorkin 
Samuel Fleischman 
Ida Fried 
Isidor Fine 
David Fishman 
Irene P. Ginsberg 
Ira Gluckstein 
Simon Goldstein 
Nathan Gorelick 
Irving Gottlieb 
Emanuel Greenberg 
Samuel Greenblatt 
Joseph Hcimowitz 
Joseph Horowitz 
Carl A. Kahn 
Israel Kaplan 

Mrs. Abra 



Mrs. Joseph P. Kasnetz 
Mrs. Samuel Katz 
Mrs. Leo Kaufmann 
Mrs. Mordecai Kimmel 
Mrs. Julius Kushncr 
Mrs. Sidney Leonard 
Mrs. Morris B. Levine 
Mrs. Barnet Levine 
Mrs. Benjamin Levitt 
Mrs. Isador Lowcnfeld 
Mrs. Benjamin Machlin 
Mrs. Benjamin Markowe 
Mrs. Lawrence Meyer 
Mrs. Solomon H. Mitrani 
Mrs. Kalman I. Ostow 
Mrs. Irving C. Perlin 
Mrs. Joseph Richman 
Mrs. Max M. Rosenberg 
Mrs. Louis J. Roth 
Mrs. Harris Salit 
Mrs. William I. Sicgcl 
Mrs. Samuel Stark 
Mrs. Max Taft 
Mrs. Bernard Weissbcrg 
Mrs. Isaac Wiener 
Mrs. Albert Witty 
Mrs. Louis Zankel 
ham H. Zirn 



Honorary Presidents 

Mrs. Joseph Horowitz Mrs. Albert Witty 
Mrs. Philip Brenner Mrs. Isador Lowcnfeld 

Mrs. Maurice Bernhardt 

Honorary Directors 

Mrs. Hannah Greenblatt Mrs. L. J. Levinson 
Mrs. David Halpern Mrs. Israel H. Levinthal 

Mrs. Samuel Rottenberg 

Kiddush 

The kiddush on June 10th, Rosh Cho- 
desh, was sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Sig- 
mund Schwartz in honor of their son's 
graduation from the Medical School of 
the Long Island University, and his ap- 
pointment to the staff of the Jewish Hos- 
pital. 

A Vote of Thanks to 
"Hershey" Kaplan 

We wish to express our sincere gratitude 
and thanks to "Hershey" Kaplan for her 
splendid chairmanship of Sisterhood's 
UJA campaign. Under her expert lead- 
ership, she unified the efforts of several 
groups in our Center, the results of which 
will prove of great benefit to the State 
of Israel. Her committee included 
Jeanette Richman, for Deborah Hadassah, 
Sylvia Sheinberg representing Eastern 
Parkway Chapter of Hadassah, Hebrew 
School, P.T.A. President Sarah Kushner 
and Hilda Geffen who served for the 
Center Academy. Special Gifts Chair- 
man Lil Lowenfeld contributed much ef- 
fort and time toward the success of the 
campaign. Although she is retiring tem- 
porarily from active service, we know 
Sisterhood can rely upon "Hershey" to 
give of herself in the future as she has 
so generously in the past. For all of 
which, "Hershey," take many bows and 
curtain calls, you have truly earned them. 
Women In the News 

Mabel Berman, member of our Execu- 
tive Board, has been elected President of 
the Eastern Parkway Chapter of Hadas- 
sah; Ruth Bernhardt, our former Presi- 
dent, celebrated her 2 5 th wedding anni- 
versary on June 7th. Heartiest congrat- 
ulations! Bon Voyage to Frieda Katz, 
Sisterhood member and former Mizrachi 
president, who, together with her family, 
is leaving for a trip to Israel. 

Mrs. Morris B. Levine has been elected 
President and Mrs. M. Robert Epstein, 
Secretary, of the newly formed Parkway 
Chapter of Brooklyn Hadassah. 

Mrs. Julius Kushner was elected Vice- 
President of the United Parents Teachers 
Association. 
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A TALE OF OUR TIMES 

(Continued from page 13) 



Manchester music critic visiting the 
United States, was silent. Soon his silence 
became obvious. 

"And you, Bert," said Hans, turning 
to him, "you did not think it magnifi- 
cent?" 

"Truly so," answered Alburton, softly, 
"the first time I heard it." 

"Then you know our Emil," said Fanni, 
her hand covering Emil's. 

"No," answered Alburton. 

"But. . . ." 

The words ceased abruptly and the 
eyes turned — stared — first with ques- 
tion. . . . 

"Why. . . ." 

"What . . ." 

". . . does he mean. . . ." 

Herbert Alburton faced Emil. "You 
knew Ernst Blecher," he stated, rather 
than questioned. 

"Yes," Emil, now white-faced, replied, 
and arising from his chair, walked from 
the table, from the restaurant. 

Lisa sat stunned, but as the door closed 
after Emil she realized that she must 
reach him, be with him. Swiftly she, too, 
arose, followed him. 

As she reached the door as she opened 



it, the breaths which had been held, 
sucked in, spat out the word: "Stole" and 
then, gathering momentum, until she felt 
as if she were in the center of a hurri- 
cane, the word: "Thief." 

She saw Emil at the end of the block 
and hurried to him, tried to take his arm, 
but he shook her off. 

"I told you, once," he said harshly, "it 
is no use." 

"It doesn't matter." 

"That I am a crook. That I stole 
another man's melody." 

"It doesn't matter." 

"Is it impossible for you to see — that 
it cannot be different." 

"No! No!" she said, holding his arm 
close to her. 

"Lisa," gently he disengaged her 
clutching fingers, "I did not want it to 
be this way. But from the beginning — 
I could not control. . . ." He walked on 
— swiftly walked on. 

And through the misted night she 
thought she heard a voice that might 
have been Emil's, a voice that kept in- 
toning, "Elsbeth . . . Elsbeth, my 
wife. . . ." 



ZOHAR — THE BOOK OF SPLENDOR 

(Continued from page 8) 



his presence able to be eluded. There- 
upon the Almighty stirs up a raging 
storm; that is, the judgment of a man, 
which stands always before the Holv One, 
be blessed, and relentlessly seeks his pun- 
ishment. This it is then that strikes at 
the ship, and remembering man's sins, 
seizes him; then the man is caught in the 
tempest and illness fells him, just as 
Jonah "was gone down into the innermost 
parts of the ship; and he lay, and was 
fast asleep" (ibid. 1:5). Though the 
man thus lies felled, still his soul makes 
no move to return to his Master, to re- 
turn and atone for his sins. Hence "the 
shipmaster came to him," that is, he who 
is the all-around helmsman, and the Good 
Inclination, "and said unto him: What 
meanest thou that thou sleepest? arise, 
call upon thy God" (ibid. 1:6); this is 
no time for sleeping: you are about to 
be taken up to stand trial for all your 
deeds in this world. Repent of your 
wrongdoing. Bend your mind to these 
matters and return to your Master. 



The Rose of Sharon 
Discoursing on the verse: "I am a rose 
of Sharon, a lily of the valleys" (Cant. 
2:1) Rabbi Simeon said: The Holy One, 
be blessed, bears great love to the Com- 
munity of Israel, wherefore he constantly 
praises her, and she, from the store of 
chants and hymns she keeps for the King, 
constantly sings his praises. 

Because she flowers splendidly in the 
Garden of Eden, the Community of Is- 
rael is called rose of Sharon; because her 
desire is to be watered from the deep 
stream which is the source of all spiritual 
rivers, she is called lily of the valleys. 

NEW BOOKS 

"MODERN HEBREW LITERATURE," 
Trends and Values. By Simon Halkin. 
The first work in English offering both 
the background and an evaluation of the 
chief literary works from the time of the 
European Haskalah (Enlightenment), up 
to the present day in Israel. Dr. Halkin, 
who received his education in the United 
States, is a noted Hebrew poet. 



. . . We consider ourselves as firs* 
and foremost an institution for ser- 
vice, in honor bound to protect the 
interest of those who have reposed 
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There is hardly anything in the 
world that some men cannot 
make a little worse and sell a 
little cheaper, and the people 
who consider price only are this 
man's lawful prey. 

— John Ruskin. 
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THE STORY 



OF A LONG STEP 

(Continued from page 10) 



BACKWARD 



ever it intended to accomplish, actually 
achieved their political and social ruin. 

The Church had for centuries tried to 
place the Jews in an inferior, if not an 
impossible, position. It had even claimed 
jurisdiction over them. If it failed in 
this, since the secular powers derived cer- 
tain advantages from control over the 
Jews, it nevertheless kept up a steady bar- 
rage of anti-Jewish legislation and propa- 
ganda. For a variety of reasons, Church 
influence was growing during this period 
of the 12 th and 13 th centuries. Canon 
law began to color and even creep into 
the domain of civil law, to some extent 
because of the fact that most legalists 
were Churchmen. The lawbooks which 
derived from, or followed the example 
of, the Sac hsen Spiegel showed progressive 
hostility to Jews and Judaism. 

The third influence came a little later. 
It stemmed from interest in the study of 
Roman law. The late codes which Roman 
emperors had issued dated from the time 
when these emperors looked upon them- 
selves as heads and defenders of the new 
Christian religion. These codes, now re- 
vived, were almost artificially superim- 
posed upon the laws of the Germans and 
helped to divert, if not distort them. 
They decidedly fortified the deteriorating 
anti-Jewish attitudes. 

• 

The Jew, who until the First Crusade 
had held a relatively favorable position 
in Central Europe, now became an out- 
cast about whom every evil could be be- 
lieved. What lay behind this change, 
Dr. Kisch maintains, was neither racialism 
nor nationalism. These theories are mod- 
ern explanations which Nazis used to 
good advantage. The former, Dr. Kisch 
proves, was unknown; the latter was 
practically unrecognized. The economic 
explanation, based on the assumption that 
a Jewish group was tolerated only as long 
as it was economically useful, comes closer 
to the truth, but would not of itself 
explain everything. It would have to be 
combined with religious distinctiveness to 
have any meaning for the deterioration 
which took place. 

The point is that throughout the 
Middle Ages the forces of decency and 
tolerance persisted. Good historical writ- 
ing, the result of profound research and 
clear reasoning and lucid presentation, 



does not, of course, aim to teach moral 
lessons. Nor does it necessarily have to 
offer any principles for the guidance of 
modern life Yet one cannot put down 
Dr. Kisch's volume without feeling that 
somehow it offers proof that even Ger- 
man character, which we have witnessed 
and which he experienced in all its horror, 
is not essentially evil. It might have de- 
veloped differently in its relations to the 
Jews, as in other respects. External forces 
gave it a fateful turn in the late Middle 
Ages. May not new forces assert them- 
selves? May not similar evil forces be 
abroad in the rest of the world today? 
A Jew must always know the past as 
well as the present and learn to distinguish 
between the evil and the good. 

• 

A postscript is in order about how this 
volume came to be published. The 
American Academy for Jewish Research, 
fully aware of Dr. Kisch's great scholar- 
ship, made it possible for him to do some 
of the preparatory work for this book, 
but it did not have the funds to publish 
it. During the past half dozen years, 
many Jews gave vast sums to all kinds 
of causes, some sensible and some foolish. 
But none could be found with enough 
perspicacity, with enough appreciation of 
modern scholarship, to make the publica- 
tion of this highly significant study pos- 
sible. It was left to the Chicago Univer- 
sity Press to recognize outstanding merit. 
In this, too, there is a lesson. 
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WHAT SHOULD THE 
JEWISH COMMUNITY BE? 

By DR. ROBERT GORDIS 

NETUREI KARTA- ISRAELS 
ANTI-ZIONIST JEWS 

By ADA OREN 

THE REHEARSAL -a short story 

By BERTHA Z. BECK 

"HEBREW MELODY'' NATHAN 

By HARRY E. WEDECK 

NEWS OF THE MONTH 



ROSH HASHONAH GREETINGS 



THE MEANING OF THE HIGH HOLY DAYS 



THE two holy days, New Year and the Day of Atone- 
ment, have neither a historical nor an agricultural 
origin. They are purely religious in nature and appeal 
to the conscience of the individual Jew. While they do 
not partake of the joyousness that characterizes the three 
Pilgrim Feasts, they are, nevertheless, not meant to be ob- 
served as days of sadness and mourning. They, indeed, re- 
mind man of his frailty and weakness, but they also bring 
with them the grand and comforting message of the for- 
giveness of God. The great God, the Judge of the whole 
world, who sits in judgment over man's actions and thoughts, 
is also a kind and merciful Father, ready to forgive, to 
extend atonement to those who return to Him in truth. 
All manner of mourning is as strictly forbidden on these 
days as on the other festivals; the greeting that one extends 
to his neighbor is also the same — Yom Tov, a happy day — and 
in even' other respect they are observed as holidays, festive 
though solemn, bringing up serious reflections, but also great 
and comforting hopes. Their appeal to the Jewish conscious- 
ness has ever been most powerful, so that even the least ob- 
servant Israelite endeavors to keep these days holy, abstaining 
from his daily occupations and participating in the com- 
munal worship. 

tt 

The blowing of the Shofar during the morning services 
in the synagogue on the two days of Rosh Hashonah con- 
stitutes the most prominent feature in the observance of the 
holiday. The sounding of the Shofar on New Year's day 
is intended to mark the solemnity of the occasion and to call 
for a searching examination of our deeds and conduct during 
the past year. The old year is gone, a new year is ushered 
in. Time advances, life is rapidly moving on. What use 



have we made of our time? How did we spend the life 
given to us? The notes produced by the Shofar make us 
interrupt our ordinary occupations and consider in how 
far we have failed to realize the best and noblest that is 
within us during the past year. Thus, this indeed becomes 
a Day of Memorial, because the Shofar reminds us of the 
real purpose of life, of its sacredness and sublimity and of 
our failure to realize that purpose, and also inspires us to 
resolve to make amends and improve our ways in the future. 

The Penitential Season, beginning on the first day of 
Tishri, reaches its culminating point on the tenth day of the 
same month, called the Day of Atonement. This is a "Sab- 
bath of rest" and a fast day, when we should abstain from 
all ordinary occupations, restrain all physical cravings and 
devote all our thoughts to the higher call of the soul. "For 
on this day shall atonement be made for you, to cleanse 
you; from all your sins shall ye be clean before the Lord." 
(Leviticus 16:30.) 

Confident of the forgiveness and trustful of the mercy of 
God, the Jew celebrates the Day of Atonement as a festival, 
solemn but hope-inspiring. Sin is the result of human weak- 
ness. Man must and can overcome it. God is near, awaiting 
the efforts of man to strive against the allurements of sin. 
He is ready to help him in his struggle, if he only puts forth 
an honest effort to lead the higher life. This is indeed a 
cheering message that the day brings to all men. Not a 
relentless judge, but our own loving Father, sits in judgment 
over our actions and thoughts. In the words of Rabbi Akiba: 
"Happy art thou, O Israel! Before whom art thou being 
purified and who purifieth thee? Thy Father, who is in 
Heaven." — from "The Jewish Religion," by Greenstone. 



CHASSIDIC HOLY DAY STORIES 



THERE is a beautiful legend of the 
little farmer boy who, having been 
left an orphan at an early age, was un- 
able to read, but who had inherited a 
large, heavy prayer book from his parents. 
On the Day of Atonement, he brought 
it into the synagogue, laid it on the stand, 
and, weeping, cried out: "Lord of Crea- 
tion! I do not know how to pray; I do 
not know what to say — I give Thee the 
entire prayer book." 

Said the Besht: "The lion became en- 
raged at his subjects, the animals of the 
forest. They asked the fox to placate 
the King of Beasts by relating to him an 
appropriate fable. The fox replied, how- 
ever, that fear had caused him to forget 
his fables. Hence the beasts were com- 
pelled to wait on the lion themselves. 

"In the same fashion, on the Awesome 



Days, the people of the congregation 
should not depend upon their Rabbi to 
pray on their behalf. Each one should 
do so by and for himself." 

H 

Once a disciple asked his rabbi, "Tell 
me, Rabbi, what do you do before you 
pray?" 

"I pray that when I pray it should be 
with all my heart." 

On the evening of the Day of Atone- 
ment Rabbi Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev, 
"the poor man's rabbi," asked an illiterate 
tailor, "Since you couldn't read the pray- 
ers today what did you say to God?" 

"I said to God," replied the tailor, 
"Dear God, You want me to repent of 
my sins, but my sins have been so small! 
I confess: There have been times when 
I failed to return to the customers the 



pieces of left-over cloth. When I could 
not help it I even ate food that was not 
kosher. But really — is that so terrible? 
Now take Yourself, God! Just examine 
Your own sins: You have robbed 
mothers of their babes, and have left 
helpless babes orphans. So You see that 
Your sins are much more serious than 
mine. I'll tell You what, God! Let's 
make a deal! You forgive me and I'll 
forgive You." 

"Ah, you foolish man!" cried Rabbi 
Levi Yitzchok. "You let God off too 
easily! Just think! You are in an ex- 
cellent position to make Him redeem the 
whole Jewish people!" 

The above tales were taken from 
Neuman's "The Chassidic Anthol- 
ogy'* and AusubeVs "A Treasury 
of Jewish Folklore" 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



Vol. XXXII 



AUGUST -SEPTEMBER, 1950 — ELUL 5710 



No. 2 



A CHANGE OF POLICY IN BRITAIN 



THIS department has always been 
forthright in its condemnation of 
British actions, first as the Mandatory 
in administering a league of nations trust 
for Palestine and latterly in the dealings 
of the British government with the State 
of Israel. We have at no time hesitated 
to evaluate the unworthy motives un- 
derlying the British policy. It has been 
our belief that we have rendered a ser- 
vice in pointing out the fact that the 
entire evil chapter in the history of 
British diplomacy has been part of a 
larger policy of appeasement which, be- 
ginning in 1931 with Japanese aggression 
in China, has successively, through Mus- 
solini's attack on Ethiopia, Franco's re- 
bellion and Hitler's aggressions, reduced 
the British empire to its present bankrupt 
condition. Nor have we failed to see 
and say that that which has been in the 
main a matter of state policy has at times 
been aggravated by personal idiosyncrasies 
such as the proven anti-Semitism of 
Bevin. 

• 

All of the above is by way of prelimi- 
nary to the more pleasant occasion of a 
statement of our belief that the policy 
of the British government with respect 
to Israel appears to be changing for the 
better. (The necessities of the interna- 
tional situation and the proven unreliabil- 
ity of Britain's Arab allies may have some 
part — possibly even a large part — in this 
reformation. Nevertheless, by their works 
shall ye know them.) 

Recently there was convened in London 
a conference of leaders of Jewish organi- 
zations throughout the British Common- 
wealth. Lord Henderson, Parliamentary 
under-Secretary of the British Foreign 
Office, made several pronouncements 
gratifying to his audience and indicative 



of a more sensitive Foreign Office con- 
science. He announced that the British 
Government "will not hesitate to inter- 
vene" if the German authorities fail to 
deal with increasing anti-Semitism. On 
the question of Israel he gave official con- 
demnation of the charge made in irre- 
sponsible and hostile quarters that its 
creation impaired the loyalty of English 
and Commonwealth Jews to their own 
countries. On the contrary, he conceded 
that the ties between Israel and these 
Jews tend to forge a stronger link be- 
tween the young state and Britain. He 
acknowledged the salutary and therapeutic 



influence of Israeli democracy in the near 
East. He pointed to the recognition of 
the Jewish state by Britain and fore- 
shadowed closer political and economic 
ties between the two countries in the 
future. 

• 

We have always held that British policy 
towards the question of the Jewish state 
has never truly mirrored English feeling. 
The world-wide disturbance of the day is 
a large price to pay for a belated identity 
between the heart and hand of England. 
Nevertheless, it is a matter of gratification 
that out of this disturbance this much 
at least of good can come. 

— William I. Siegel. 



THE GREATER REARMAMENT 



OUR country is divided in its opinion 
as to the advisability of total or 
partial mobilization of our economic and 
military might to meet the challenge of 
the present crisis. There can, however, 
be no doubt that total spiritual mobili- 
zation is required if our hearts are to 
remain firm and our determination to 
withstand totalitarianism undiminished 
in these times which try men's souls and 
men's nerves. Planes and tanks may of- 
fer solid and vigorous opposition to the 
enemy but the resistance must have its 
origin within us. People who have lost 
all faith and will cannot be saved in spite 
of themselves. Communist propaganda 
has attempted to paralyze the democratic 
sinews of resistance. Unfortunately, we 
ourselves are providing the enemy with 
psychological bullets when in our panic 
and fear we go so far as to consort with 
Franco Spain. If we are to emerge tri- 
umphant in the psychological battle 
which is being spear-headed in the United 



Nations, our strong moral rearmament is 
needed. 

On this Rosh Hashonah, when man- 
kind lies in the balance between War and 
Peace, the Shofar calls the free world 
to a total spiritual and moral mobiliza- 
tion. Only then will our fervent prayers 
be answered. "V'olatah Tikpatz Piha," 
"The iniquitous propaganda mouth shall 
be closed and all wickedness will vanish 
like smoke when Thou removeth the 
dominion of tyranny from the Earth." 

— Rabbi Manuel Saltzman. 
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JUST BETWEEN OURSELVES' 

An Intimate Chat Between Rabbi and Reader 



WE NEED A UNIVERSAL ROSH HASHONAH 



IT IS in a depressed mood that we find 
ourselves as we usher in the New 
Year. Little did we dream that so 
soon after the war, we would find our- 
selves once more in a bloody conflict. 

Many are losing faith in man's ability 
to attain peace and brotherhood. Man is 
a beast, is their conclusion, and war seems 
to express his natural self. Judaism, 
however, pleads with us not to lose faith 
in the higher ideals of life. That is the 
fundamental message of Rosh Hashonah 
and Yom Kippur. Man can conquer the 
beast that is within him, if he realizes 
the need for Teshuvah, repentance, of 
his sins and transgressions, and learns the 
truth — that he has within him the spark 
of the Divine, that he may rise, if he but 
will it, to the very heights of heaven. We 
have within our power the choice between 
life and the good and death and the evil. 
And the plea of Judaism is "Choose life 
and the good." 

What the world needs is a universal 
Rosh Hashonah, a day for self-judgment, 
for a reckoning of everyone's failings and 
failures. 

It is our conviction that America has 
not entered this conflict because of a love 
for war or a lust for power. We went 
to war, allied with the United Nations, 



in defense of those very ideals which are 
the essence of the Divine Moral Law — 
that force and aggression shall not be the 
ultimate arbiter of the fate of man and 
nations. 

We shall all rally to the defense of 
America. We know that it will entail 
many sacrifices, that it will be a long 
and hard struggle. We are confident, 
however, that triumph will be ours. 

Our aim, however, must be not only 
victory on the battlefield but a renewed 
and consecrated effort to work for the 
triumph of a lasting peace that shall be 
based upon truth and international jus- 
tice. Let us not lose faith in man's des- 
tiny on earth, or in his power to be re- 
deemed from all forces of evil. 

May this New Year remove at last the 
causes of war and bring an end to de- 
struction and to all wickedness in the 
minds and hearts of man; may it usher 
in a year of life and good, of peace and 
blessedness for all mankind. 



WASHINGTON may consider it a 
diplomatic secret, but it is no secret 
to some that King Abdullah of Jordan 
addressed himself to President Truman 
for military and economic aid. A confi- 
dential letter from the Arab ruler to 
President Truman was conveyed through 
the U. S. Minister in Amman, capital of 
Jordan. Furthermore, it is known that 
in his letter, King Abdullah asked Tru- 
man for assistance not only for his own 
country, but also for Iraq and Syria. He 
emphasized that these three countries form 
a natural economic and military unit 
capable of confronting Communist ag- 



A LETTER FROM ABDULLAH 

By Boris Smolar 

gression in the Middle East. He also in- 
dicated that these three countries, if pro- 
vided with arms, could contribute 20 
divisions. 

Those who know the exact contents of 
the secret letter reveal that Abdullah told 
President Truman that "after Communist 
aggression in Korea, world events would 
drive Arab states to meditate seriously 
about the menacing Communist danger." 
The Arab King referred to "Russia's aims 
in the Middle East and her oil ambitions" 
and claimed that these aims "are not un- 
known" to Truman. Therefore, he said, 
the United States "must give military and 



economic aid to Jordan, Iraq and Syria." 

It is obvious that although the Arab 
countries seek to secure American arms 
and funds under the pretext of combat- 
ting Communism, they can turn the same 
arms against Israel. Hence it would be 
interesting to learn what President Tru- 
man's reply to Abdullah will be. Here 
is the best opportunity for the United 
States Government to impress Jordan, 
Iraq and Syria with the necessity of con- 
cluding peace with Israel prior to receiv- 
ing aid from this country. 

STUDY OF JEWISH 
COMMUNAL LIFE BEGUN 

THE Council of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds has announced that a 
basic, long-range survey of American 
Jewish communal life has been initiated 
by one of its committees — the Commit- 
tee on Community Organization— on the 
basis of a decision taken at the 1950 Gen- 
eral Assembly of the C.J.F.W.F. 

More than 50 outstanding Jewish lead- 
ers from the United States and Canada 
are participating in this work, Stanley 
C. Myers, president of the Council, said. 
He emphasized that the survey aims to: 
1. Analyze the current status and under- 
lying principles of Jewish community 
organization in the United States and 
Canada — its purposes, scope, structure 
and functions; 2. Discern the direction in 
which the organized Jewish communities 
are moving; 3. Assist in strengthening 
community organization generally. 

The first step of the overall study will 
be the gathering of all available facts on 
the present status of local Jewish com- 
munity organizations. In addition, a 
technical committee of leading experts in 
the social sciences, community organiza- 
tion and research will advise on study 
methods and procedures. To test proce- 
dures, the Committee on Community 
Organizations will also conduct pilot 
studies in a number of Jewish communi- 
ties. 

The first report on the Committee's 
progress will be delivered at the 1951 
General Assembly of the Council of 
Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds 
to be held in Washington, D. C, Decem- 
ber 1-4. 
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Dr. Cordis Discusses The Qualities That Make 
A ''Good Jew' 9 and Proposes a Plan for 
an Ideal Jewish Community 

WHAT SHOULD THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY BE? 



The following is a condensation 
of an important article written for 
"Commentary" by Dr. Cordis, w/jo 
is u ell known to Center members 
and much admired by them. 

IN ALL the centuries preceding the 
French Revolution, Jewish survival 
was never seriously in doubt, in spite 
of countless physical perils, so long as the 
organic character of the Jewish com- 
munity was retained, whether it was 
natural or compulsory in character. With 
the rise of the Emancipation, this or- 
ganic concept of Jewish life was frag- 
mentized and there developed partial 
views of the nature of Judaism — Judaism 
as a religion, Judaism as a secular nation- 
alism — with an inevitable drive toward 
assimilation. There is a pressing need to 
restore the organic character of Jewish 
life, with one highly important differ- 
ence to be discussed below — the organic 
structure of Jewish life must be volun- 
tary in character. American Jews must 
be taught to recognize themselves for 
what they are, a religio-cult ural-ethnic 
group, in which respect they are at one 
with their brothers in Israel and through- 
out the world. 

In placing religion at the center of 
Jewish life, we are inventing no conveni- 
ent doctrine to suit the practical needs 
of the hour. That the genius of Israel 
has revealed itself pre-eminently in the 
sphere of religion and morality is a self- 
evident historical truth. Accepting the 
centrality of religion means restoring the 
organic pattern of Jewish life. Those 
who believe in creative and permanent 
Jewish survival in America must recog- 
nize the religious basis of Jewish life and 
then insist that the Jewish religion be 
interpreted, in accordance with thirty- 
five centuries of Jewish history, in terms 
of the full richness of the Jewish heri- 
tage, instead of the anemic, debilitated 
forms that have all too often usurped its 
place. 

It is quite understandable why those 
who believe in Jewish survival, Zionists, 
Hebraists, and others, have tended to 
view with well-justified suspicion any at- 
tempt to define Jewish life in essentially 
religious terms or to organize the Jew- 
ish community along such lines. It has 

* Carl Alpcrt in the Recomtruclionht, May 
27, 1949. 



generally served as a cloak for assimila- 
tion. But the error lay not in insisting 
that the Jewish people is basically reli- 
gious, but in placing the Jewish religion 
upon a Procrustean bed and then lopping 
off all the national and most of the cul- 
tural elements that make it distinctive. 
For just as the Jewish people is not "like 
unto the nations," so the Jewish religion 
is not "like unto the religions." The 
Jew is neither merely a member of a na- 
tion, nor of a religion. If some term 
must be found to describe the Jews, it 
is not "religion" or "nationality," surely 
not "race"; it is the Hebrew word am, 
"people." For all their difference in out- 
look, political citizenship, and status, 
Jews the world over are members of one 
people, sharing a common history and a 
sense of kinship inherited from the past, 
a common tradition and way of life in 
the present, and a common destiny and 
hope for themselves and the world in the 
future. The nexus binding them together 
is not political, but religio-cultural in 
essence. 

In certain quarters it is fashionable to- 
day to indulge in glorification of the 
medieval ghetto and to heap scorn upon 
the gains of the Emancipation as worth- 
less and illusory. It would be both tragic 
and futile to attempt to turn the clock 
of history backward. We dare not for- 
get the far-reaching material and spiritual 
benefits that accrued to modern Jews 
from the Emancipation, which integrated 
them once more, after the lapse of cen- 
turies, into the mainstream of world 
culture. 

The conclusion is inescapable that the 
Jewish community of the future must be 
voluntary in nature. Jewish life in 
America lacks both the power and the 
desire to compel the adherence of its 
members. Hence, it must continue to 
oppose any effort at Jewish segregation 
from without and always defend the legal 
and social right of Jews to desert the 



By DR. ROBERT GORDIS 

Jewish community, if they so desire. The 
obvious corollary is that Jews will be free 
to accept as much or as little of the or- 
ganic pattern of Jewish life as they see 
fit. 

At this point a far-reaching and disas- 
trous misinterpretation of the concept of 
the organic community has been taking 
root, largely because of some of its most 
perfervid advocates. The right of all 
Jews to a partial or minimal acceptance 
of Jewish values having been granted, the 
inference has then been drawn that every 
pattern of acceptance or rejection is 
equally valid, with the unwarranted and 
all but fatal conclusion that Jewish group 
life must be geared to include all who do 
not deny that they are Jews, and no more 
than that. 

Thus a recent writer would utilize as 
the raw material of the organic com- 
munity "the several million Jews in 
America who do not happen to belong to 
any Jewish organization, secular or re- 
ligious, and who do not contribute to any 
Jewish philanthropy. ... It will have to 
be recognized that the Jew's first affilia- 
tion, his initial basic affiliation is not with 
a synagogue or a Zionist group — but with 
the organic community. He need pay 
no dues, sign no membership card — need 
go through no motions of membership. 
By accepting his identification as a Jew 
he becomes a constituent unit of the 
community." * No wonder the author 
is able to solve at one stroke all the mani- 
fold problems involved in setting up the 
organic community by the glad an- 
nouncement that "the Organic Com- 
munity is already in existence!" 

The fundamental error lies in assuming 
that if a group of Jews, each of whom 
espouses some partial aspect of Jewish life, 
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or none at all, meet together, they con- 
stitute a community in any except the 
purely physical sense. As well call such 
a collection of fragments an organic 
community as describe the dispecta 
membra that Ezekiel saw in the Valley 
of Dry Bones as a living organism. That 
some Jews are interested in the syna- 
gogue, others in Zionism, others in relief 
or local philanthropy, still others in anti- 
defamation or in good will, does not cre- 
ate a community, but a chaos. 

Because Jewish affiliation is a matter of 
free conscience in a democracy, the effort 
has been made time and again to find a 
concept of Judaism which would be so 
free from controversy or inner commit- 
ment that all Jews would accept it. But 
the attempt to find that formula has 
proved futile. What has resulted from 
the chase of the will-o'-the-wisp of Jew- 
ish unity has been Jewish vacuity. 

So it is that agencies have grown up 
without any effort to analyze their under- 
lying philosophy and implications. Thus 
we have witnessed the proliferation of 
community councils in many sections of 
the country, consisting of representatives 
of every conceivable Jewish organiza- 
tional unit. If a community council acts 
as a kind of clearing house for the meet- 
ings of Jewish organizations, it serves a 
useful function, though all too often 
with a top-heavy machinery far out of 
proportion to its actual achievements. 
Unfortunately, it generally seeks to be- 
come the voice of the Jewish community. 
Since water tends to seek its lowest level, 
the community council usually finds it 
possible to agree with any real measure 
of unanimity only upon philanthropy and 
overseas relief, and to a slighter degree, 
to work out a kind of compromise among 
the competing agencies in the war against 
anti-Semitism. On the other hand, since 
the emphasis is placed upon conformity, 
cultural and religious undertakings are 
treated as unwelcome poor relations, to 
be dismissed with a pittance. 

Moreover, we have substituted Jewish 
activity for Jewish living as the mark of 
the "good Jew." People would be scan- 
dalized today if any serious effort were 
made to judge a good Jew in terms of 
his personal character, his Jewish knowl- 
edge and observance, and the quality of 
the upbringing of his children, rather 



than in terms of his prominence and pub- 
lic contributions. 

For too long, herculean efforts have 
been made to kidnap and cajole Jews 
into formal association with Jewish life. 
Hence the saw hahayim (elixir of life) 
which is Judaism has been so sugar-coated 
that the therapeutic value of the medi- 
cine has been completely vitiated. Obvi- 
ously, the Jewish religion is a most dif- 
ficult pill to swallow for a modern Jew 
who lacks any knowledge or appreciation 
of his heritage, because it requires the 
greatest degree of personal involvement 
and demands changed patterns of be- 
havior as well as habits of thought. 
Scarcely less far-reaching is acceptance of 
Jewish culture as an integral element of 
one's life. Hence these, the most dis- 
tinctive and creative elements of organic 
Jewish life, remain the least cultivated 
under the formula of what is misnamed 
the organized Jewish comunity. 

Plausible practical reasons for eliminat- 
ing or soft-pedalling religion are, of 
course, advanced. First is the low level 
of religious loyalty, characteristic of our 
age as a whole, and especially of Jews, 
as various surveys have demonstrated. 
Second, it is argued, Jews are religiously 
divided into various groups — Orthodox, 
Conservative, and Reform — so that reli- 
gious affiliation is divisive rather than 
unifying. Though this is not untrue, this 
contention may be fairly countered by 
pointing out that neither does secularism 
serve to unite Jews. Even on the broad- 



WHEN I hear the roar of an airplane 
above my head, I gaze into the ex- 
panse of sky and whisper "Everything is 
possible." I am transported to a kitchen 
in a Pennsylvania coal mining town. It 
is early morning, the coal stove is glowing 
with heat, a newly-made rag carpet is on 
the kitchen floor, the table is arranged 
with black loaf bread pans, the dough 
awaiting the right moment to be tenderly 
whisked into the oven. The odor of 
bread making permeates everything. . . . 
My mother is combing my hair. I have 
long braids and it takes time to plait 
them evenly and smoothly. It is early 
of a late fall morning and mother talks 



est base of affiliation, which is philan- 
thropy, the Jewish Federations and Wel- 
fare Funds count only a fraction of the 
five million American Jews among their 
contributors. The dissolution of the 
American Jewish Conference, which was 
due primarily not to its opponents, but 
to its friends and sponsors, showed to 
what extent secular Jewish loyalties are 
unable to unite Jews even in such areas 
as the defense of Jewish rights. 

One can only admire the widespread 
quality of solicitude, expressed on every 
hand, for those who are politely called 
the "unaffiliated," whether because of in- 
tellectual considerations, real or alleged, 
or indifference, or even an addiction to 
financial thrift where matters spiritual 
are concerned. But the virtue is carried 
too far, if their hoped-for presence (and 
actual absence) in Jewish life is used to 
justify the elimination of all that is color- 
ful and meaningful in Jewish experience 
and values. That many Jews are not 
willing to accept a religious affiliation 
means that the voluntary, organic Jewish 
community cannot and will not be or- 
ganized by all Jews of America. An or- 
ganic community on a voluntary basis 
means the free association not of those 
Jews who accept one or another element 
of Jewish life, or even none, but of those 
Jews who accept all the basic elements 
of Judaism as an organic unity. To avoid 
confusion, our goal should be called, not 
the organic Jewish community, but a 



to me as she combs my hair. "How 
lucky you are to be born in this country 
and you must go to school every day and 
learn from books." Then she tells of 
the hard existence in Poland under the 
rule of the Tzar. "Yes, you are lucky," 
says mother. And I reply, "Can there 
be a time when there won't be a Tzar?" 
My mother stops braiding and looks at 
me wistfully, "My child," she says, "Can 
there be a time when people will fly? 
No, that is not possible." Now it is 
fifty years later, there is no Tzar and 
people are flying. Everything is possible. 

— Fannie Pearl Berger. 
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voluntary community dedicated to an 
organic l ieu of Judaism. 

The voluntary, organic Jewish com- 
munity of tomorrow would not seek to 
win universal assent, nor would it pre- 
sume to speak in the name of all Amer- 
ican Jews, as is the all but universal cus- 
tom of Jewish organizations today. It 
would be the spokesman of those Jews, 
however, who share a common outlook, 
expressed in some such platform as these 
ten principles: 

1. The unity of Israel as a people, the 
world over, expressing itself in a com- 
mon religious and cultural tradition; 

2. The centrality of the Jewish reli- 
gion as the essence of Jewish brotherhood; 

3. The role of the land of Israel as 
offering not only a secure home for the 
millions of oppressed Jews in the world 
today, but an all-Jewish environment to 
further Jewish creativity and thus enrich 
the life of all Jews everywhere; 

4. The survival of American Jewry 
as a vital and active element in the Jew- 
ish people; 

5. Simultaneously, the position of 
American Jewry as an integral part of 
the American people, since group loy- 
alties, morally conceived and culturally 
expressed, are not mutually exclusive; 

6. The duty and destiny of Israel, as 
yet incompletely realized, to advance the 
messianic ideals of one God and one hu- 
manity, embodied in a world order of 
social justice, individual and group free- 
dom, and universal peace; 

7. The right of all Jews, affirmed by 
Jewish tradition, to fellowship in the peo- 
ple of Israel, however far removed they 
may be at present from an acceptance of 
an affirmative attitude toward Jewish 
tradition; 

8. The welcoming of participation, in 
one or another phase of Jewish life, by 
such individuals and groups as are un- 
able to give their assent to Jewish reli- 
gious practices and ideals, with the rec- 
ognition of the proper role that their ac- 
tivities occupy in the over-all pattern of 
organic Jewish life; 

9. The establishment of cooperative 
relations, wherever possible, between the 
organic Jewish community as here en- 
visaged, and those elements of the Jew- 
ish people remaining outside its scope; 
and 



10. The recognition that Jewish edu- 
cation, both for children and for adults, 
conceived in the broadest terms and based 
on the three pillars of faith, culture, and 
people, is the central concern and basic 
enterprise of the organic Jewish com- 
munity. 

What organizational pattern would the 
voluntary community dedicated to or- 
ganic Judaism take? On the local level 
it would be represented by the combined 
synagogue and Jewish center. It cannot 
be sufficiently stressed that a synagogue 
which is not a center is as inadequate as 
a center which is not a synagogue in 
doing justice to the organic character of 
Judaism. Only the synagogue-center, vi- 
talized and active, reflects the integrity 
of Jewish life in all its phases. 

More is needed to make a true syna- 
gogue-center than the addition of club 
and recreation facilities to the synagogue 
and the schoolhouse. Each congregation 
must become a cell of the organic Jew- 



A STUDY in the relationship between 
circumcision and cancers which 
sheds new light on cancer transmission 
was presented at Paris recently to the 
International Cancer Conference by Dr. 
Abraham Ravich of New York City. 

Dr. Ravich, chief of the Institute of 
Applied Biology in New York, was led 
to his study by the marked contrast in 
cancer incidence between his private 
practice in Brooklyn, where his patients 
were predominantly Jewish, and statistics 
on cancer in the general population. 
Cancer of the prostate, while very notice- 
able among non-circumcised males, was 
almost never seen among Jews, who are 
circumcised shortly after birth. Cancer 
of the cervix of the womb, the largest 
cancer killer of women in the general 
population, was comparatively rare among 
Jewish women. 

A study conducted by Dr. Ravich and 
his associates over a period of years re- 
sulted in the following figures: While 
2.5 % of all types of male cancer are 
cancer of the genital, only one Jewish 
case of this type of cancer was ever re- 
corded — and that Jew had not been cir- 



ish community, accepting and imple- 
menting the standpoint, "I am a Hebrew, 
and nothing Jewish is alien to me." 
Hence, in addition to the various com- 
mittees that give practical direction to 
the affairs of the congregation, commit- 
tees should be created to study the situa- 
tion and recommend attitudes and action 
by the congregation in all areas of Jew- 
ish life, such as philanthropy, civic de- 
fense, higher Jewish education, overseas 
relief, and cultural activity. 

Members of the congregation who by 
virtue of their interests or experience in 
special organizations are more familiar 
with one field or another, would serve 
on these committees. For it will be freely 
conceded that most, though not all, Jew- 
ish organizations perform useful func- 
tions and have their place in the ideal 
structure of Jewish life. But they must 
no longer be permitted to usurp the 
monopoly of power and influence which 
they now possess. Putting first things 



cumcised. 20% of all male gentiles suf- 
fering from cancer had cancer of the 
prostate gland, but only 1.7% of Jews 
with prostatic disease had cancer of the 
prostate. 

A study of cancer in females in various 
communities showed that the rate of 
cancer of the cervix, an affliction which 
kills 12,000 American women every year, 
was five to eighteen times as high among 
non-Jewish women. Cancer of the cervix, 
while not as common as cancer of the 
breast is the largest single killer of the 
cancer types. Twelve thousand American 
males die of prostate cancer each year. 
Together, cancer of the prostate and of 
the cervix account for one-eighth of all 
deaths by cancer in the United States. 

It was pointed out that in the Fiji 
Islands, where sharply-defined social 
groups live — one circumcised, the other 
uncircumcised — women of the uncircum- 
cised group have an incidence of cancer 
of the cervix nine times as great as that 
of women of the circumcised groups. An 
Indonesian doctor reported similar sta- 
tistics from his country. 



CIRCUMCISION BELIEVED TO PREVENT 
CERTAIN CANCERS 
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first and last things last is the beginning 
of wisdom. 

The reports and recommendations of 
these committees would make meetings 
of the congregation into town meetings. 
Instead of the synagogue being perpetu- 
ally exploited for every cause, good, bad, 
and indifferent, the congregation would 
now assess the role of each, applauding 
its achievements, criticizing its short- 
comings, and thus help to develop an in- 
formed as well as a loyal constituency. 

In each community where there is 

more than one synagogue, the initiative 
should be taken to organize a local coun- 
cil of synagogues, to coordinate their 
study of issues, and to speak with a united 
voice on the problems — and they are 
legion — where agreement exists among all 
who cherish the synagogue as the central 
and all-embracing sanctuary of Jewish 
life. 

These local units would be organized 
into the Congregation of American 
Jewry. Ideally, such an agency already 
exists on the American scene, the Syna- 
gogue Council of America. Unfortu- 
nately, long years of inaction, due largely 
to lack of support, have gradually weak- 
ened its potentialities. While our vari- 
ous national agencies possess tremendous 
resources of power and finance, the Syna- 
gogue Council has had to go begging for 
crumbs from their tables during the last 
few years, when zealous efforts were made 
to revitalize the organization. 

An even more important weakness is 
the fact that by its constitution the Syna- 
gogue Council of America guarantees to 
each of its constituent organizations the 
right to veto any proposal when "mat- 
ters of religious principle" are involved. 
This safeguard was felt to be necessary 
originally in order to get the three groups 
— Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform 
— to work together under the aegis of 
the Council. Unfortunately, the phrase 
"religious principle" is so elastic that 
years ago it was found expedient to avoid 
protracted debates as to whether or not 
such principles were involved, by per- 
mitting any constituent agency to veto 
any project coming before the Council. 
Thus the Council relieves the tragic story 
of the Polish parliament of the 18th cen- 
tury and the unhappy experience of the 
United Nations, where a veto power all 



but destroys the effectiveness of the 
agency. The time is overdue for the 
Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform 
leaders, lay and rabbinic, who have 
worked together for over a quarter of a 
century, both in the Synagogue Council 
and without, to demonstrate their mu- 
tual confidence in each other and call 
into being the supreme organ of the re- 
ligious household of American Israel. 

The creation of a virile body, represen- 
tative of the religious household of Amer- 
ican Jewry, does not betoken an expul- 
sion of non-religious Jews from the 
Jewish people. The Congregation of 



FAITH IN THE U. N. 

By Senator Herbert H. Lehman 
The following is an excerpt from a 
recent Senate speech. 

EXACTLY five years ago on this very 
day, the Charter of the United Na- 
tions was signed at San Francisco. That 
was a day of high hopes for the world: 
That was a day when men dreamed that 
war might forever be banished from 
among civilized men. Although those 
hopes have not been realized, we must 
cherish the Organization which was born 
from so much suffering and sacrifice. We 
must give it every opportunity to mobi- 
lize the world's strength, both moral and 
physical, against this act of aggression 
in Korea. 

We have every reason to maintain our 
faith in the United Nations. In Pales- 
tine, in Indonesia, and in Iran the United 
Nations has, in the recent past, performed 
its high functions with brilliant success. 
On those occasions, the peace was pre- 
served. Thus far in the Korean situation, 
the United Nations Organization has 
moved with a speed and determination 
which have left nothing to be desired. 
Let us continue to act under the United 
Nations Charter, and within the frame- 
work of that Organization. 

Let us adhere to the means offered us 
by the United Nations. Let us exhaust 
every resource to keep the world from 
the calamity of war. 

We must show strength, firmness, and 
courage. But let us, in this hour of dan- 
ger, show that greatness to which des- 
tiny has called us. 



American Jewry would embark upon a 
continuous campaign of education to win 
the loyalty of those who have lost touch 
with the religous tradition and the cul- 
tural treasures of Judaism. It would en- 
courage its constituencies to launch a 
campaign for teshuvah (turning) and 
Torah among American Jews. Once we 
have abandoned the chimerical notion 
that the only program worth fighting for 
is the one endorsed by all, and surrender 
the vulgar obeisance before the majority, 
we shall be able to build the Saving Rem- 
nant of American Israel. 

Jews who could not accept, in their 
personal lives, the religio-cultural char- 
acter of Jewish peoplehood, but would be 
sympathetic to the concept of a voluntary 
community dedicated to organic Judaism, 
would be encouraged to participate in 
such aspects of the program as they 
wished. 

This proposed plan for organizing the 
American Jewish community through the 
medium of local synagogue councils is not 
the only possible mode of encompassing 
our goal, especially in communities where 
the religio-cultural-ethnic concept of 
Jewish peoplehood is already widely ac- 
cepted in the thinking of men and 
women. Here an already existent com- 
munity council might be transformed in 
such a manner as to reflect this concep- 
tion and to advance the religious and cul- 
tural aspects of Jewish life, which are 
all too often ignored and minimized at 
present. This goal may be achieved in 
varying ways. One method would lie in 
retaining the present structure of the 
community council, while giving to re- 
ligious and cultural institutions a larger 
representation than that accorded to 
other agencies. 

Another procedure would be to re- 
organize the community council in bi- 
cameral fashion, with a council of syna- 
gogues and a council of organizations. 
The council of synagogues would express 
structurally the central significance of 
the religious and cultural life of the com- 
munity as well as the totality of Jewish 
activities conducted by the synagogue- 
centers. At the same time, the experi- 
ence and special interests of non- 
synagogue organizations would not be 
dissipated, but would find a forum of free 
(Continued on page 39) 
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A Fanatical Sect That Holds Liberation 
Without a Messiah is Forbidden 

NETUREI KARTA- ISRAEL'S 
ANTI-ZIONIST JEWS 



BESIDES its numerous monuments 
from ancient times Israel possesses a 
very interesting live antiquity — the 
Jerusalem sect known as Neturei Karta, 
which is today the most extreme manifes- 
tation of Eastern European Ghetto Juda- 
ism. Its drawback is that it gives a lot 
of trouble to the Israel authorities. 

Neturei Karta are the Jewish advocates 
of the internationalization of Jerusalem 
because they believe that the Holy City 
requires "liberation from the rule of the 
Sadducees." They hold that self -liberation 
without a Messiah is forbidden, use of 
force even for self defense idol-worship 
and independence not worth a single life. 
According to their own estimate, they 
number five thousand persons, in whose 
name they requested U.N. protection and 
even Vatican assistance against the "God- 
less" Israel regime. Typically, they do 
not attempt to influence other Jews be- 
cause they believe that even the Agudah 
became sinners when they agreed to join 
the Israel Government. 

The "true Jews" hope only "to be re- 
leased from sharing the fate of the un- 
orthodox," which they believe must in 
due time come to resemble a second flood. 
To them any foreign rule is preferable 
to that of non-zealous Jews and they 
positively yearn for the good old days 
under the British when they enjoyed com- 
plete autonomy. They still say during 
the Seder: "This year we are slaves, next 
year we shall be free men," as they con- 
sider themselves in bondage under an im- 
pious government. 

Although the Chief Rabbinate's deci- 
sion to declare Independence Day an 
occasion for thanksgiving prayers was not 
accepted by some of the regular rabbis, 
Neturei Karta members were the only 
ones who did not take part in the fes- 
tivities even in their own neighborhood. 
On the contrary, they declared instead a 
day of mourning and fasting, and stones 
were thrown into houses in their quarter 
whose inhabitants listened to the march 
music broadcast all that day over the 
Israel radio. Some of their people low- 
ered the Israel flag on a synagogue and 
raised a British one instead. In Jerusalem 
one of their rabbis justified this decision 
by comparing the present shameless day 
of folk dancing with the good old times 
in Jerusalem, when even a husband and 



his wife would not walk beside each other 
in the street. 

Nothing has come of the story pub- 
licized by them that some intend to leave 
Israel for the Jordanian part of Jerusa- 
lem. This fraction of the group seems 
to have been overruled. According to 
other sources their supporters in the U. S. 
refused to finance such a venture and 
they could not bring themselves to ac- 
cept any offer by King Abdullah to main- 
tain them. In any case, Jerusalemites 
still remember the time during the siege 
when they paraded their street offering to 
surrender the Jewish city to the Arabs. 

Service in the Israel army they reject 
on the grounds that Israel has no right 
to recruit in an international city. They 
were very disappointed to hear that they 
could not go to the International Court 
of Justice at The Hague with this case 
unless some foreign country took it up 
for them. Jewish girls in the state of 
Israel have been invited by the self-same 
"spiritual authorities" to brave prisons 
and commit suicide, if necessary, rather 
than perpetrate the heinous crime of join- 
ing the armed forces, which Neturei 
Karta believe to rank with the three capi- 
tal sins to which one should prefer death 
— idol worship, murder and unchastity. 

No wonder even military cars have 
been attacked by Neturei Karta youths 
on Sabbaths notwithstanding the fact 
that their street lies near the frontline 
and that their spiritual leaders disapprove 
of picking up stones for any purpose. 
Firemen coming to the rescue of Holy 
Scrolls from a burning synagogue were 
also rebuked for this profanation of the 
Sabbath and pelted with stones. 

Neturei Karta naturally did not com- 
ply with the new law requiring a general 
registration of children studying in 
schools not supervised by the state, al- 
though they had been promised that chil- 
dren registered as attending their cheders 



By ADA OREN 

would be considered as enrolled in ap- 
proved schools. Their stubbornness in 
this respect affects several thousand Jeru- 
salem children. The government has 
meanwhile extended the registration 
period in order to find a compromise, not- 
withstanding the fact that these insti- 
tutions teach few secular subjects. 

In spite of all this the Government of 
Israel has not restricted them. Even 
military vehicles supplying frontline posts 
were instructed to avoid their quarter, 
but clashes occur. They put the Israel 
police in the very disagreeable position of 
having to use force against persons ad- 
dicted to passive resistance only and to 
arrest and transport in vehicles on Sab- 
bath zealots involved in brawls for the 
enforcement of Sabbath observance. 
When brought before an Israel court be- 
cause of some such offense, Neturei Karta 
people often refuse to give their names 
or otherwise participate in the proceed- 
ings in order not to "recognize Zionist 
jurisdiction." The result is usually a 
psychiatric inquiry and later on an addi- 
tional conviction for contempt of court. 

Meanwhile, Neturei Karta continues to 
threaten a shopkeeper in their district 
who dares to sell newspapers and books 
of which they disapprove. Attempts at 
burning that shop have already been 
made several times although its owner is 
an Orthodox Jew by all other standards. 
They also attempt to intimidate their less 
zealous neighbors by threatening letters, 
breaking up assembles and similar means. 
Although the Agudah in Jerusalem usu- 
ally abets them, they rejected an Agudah 
request that they participate in munici- 
pal elections in order to strengthen the 
Orthodox representation. To them such 
conduct, or even simple non-interference 
with elections, would have been equiva- 
lent to "surrender to the Zionists." 
(Continued on page 39) 
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The Younger Son Becomes A Man 

REHEARSAL 



BEGIN," the shamos says, in his 
good, deep, baritone. 
We have come into the Beth 
Hamedresh by stealth, to hear the 
younger son rehearse the reading of the 
Torah. Secretly, and feeling very in- 
secure, we huddle up in the darkest cor- 
ner on the bench near the door, scarcely 
daring to breathe. Being only a mother, 
we have been warned not to be a nui- 
sance, not to worry. "Don't you dare 
come!" 

Being a mother, we have come. 

We trust that, so far, no one has spied 
us, neither the shamos, who stands with 
dignity on the Bimah, nor the Wise One, 
our Beloved Husband, nor even the 
younger son who is to be Bar Mitzvah 
on Saturday morning. 

"Begin here," the shamos says, turning 
toward us, with suspicious accuracy. 
"All those who are called to the Torah 
must say the Blessings first." 

We shrink into our corner, certain that 
the shamos must have a sixth sense. He 
looks us directly in the face, across the 
empty Beth Hamedresh, but he gives no 
sign of recognizing us. We breathe easier 
until the younger son speaks: 

"Why?" he says, and then, without 
waiting for the shamos to answer, he de- 
clares with characteristic meekness, "I 
won't say things I don't understand." 

We distinctly hear our Beloved Hus- 
band clear his throat nervously. 

"Well, then, listen carefully," the 
shamos says. "This is the Blessing: 
Blessed is the Lord who is to be Blessed 
forever and ever. Understand that?" 

We have begun to bite into our fresh 
manicure. The younger son is unpredict- 
able. "O. K.," he says, "I get it. Is 
that all?" 

We suspect that the shamos has 
younger sons of his own. "Blessed art 
Thou," he says, undismayed, in English 
that is almost as melodic as Hebrew — 
"O Lord our God, King of the Universe," 
he has reached for a sidur, found the 
place for the younger son to follow as 
he reads, "King of the Universe, who has 
chosen us from all the peoples " 

"Hold it," the younger son's voice 
frightens us. He is warmed and ready 
for a fight. "Chosen us? From all the 
other people?" 

The Wise One, our Beloved Husband, 
folds his arms across his chest. We com- 



pose a silent prayer for him to be patient. 
Just this time, please! 

He says nothing. Believing our prayer 
answered, we admit to ourselves that we 
are just as curious as the younger son. 
Why did God "chose" us from all other 
peoples? And why do we feel so grate- 
ful? Even at the risk of being discov- 
ered, we lean forward, listening for the 
shamos' answer. 

The Wise One, our Beloved Husband, 
has pushed his skull cap to the back of 
his head, and we are suddenly fearful. 
He always does that when he is losing 
control of his patience; it is the flaming 
wick on the explosive. We offer another 
silent prayer. 

The shamos speaks in a soothing mono- 
tone. "Yes, we are the chosen people. 
We are Israel. You, and I, your father, 

your mother " we are aware of a 

slightly rising inflection, and again we 
suspect that the shamos has caught a 
glimpse of us. 

"Why?" the younger son says, "be- 
cause we are bigger and stronger?" 

"No! We weren't chosen because we 
are bigger or stronger, or because we have 
muscles, or because we're smarter. We 
weren't chosen for power — over others!" 

The younger son is stubborn. "I don't 
get it," he says. "Why was Israel 
chosen? Could there be any other 
reason?" 

"To give the world the Torah." 

The words find themselves inside of 
me. To give the world the Torah. We 
would like to think about it in silence, 
but the Wise One suddenly pounds the 
table and cries out: 

"Now, will you say the Blessings and 
read your sedra? In twenty minutes we'll 
have to leave here and make room for 
the men who come to say their evening 
prayers. Always asking questions! Can't 
you do as you are told just once?" 

"Does that mean nobody but us," the 
younger son is not meek, "nobody but us 
got the Torah from God?" 

"We were the only people. We were 
chosen with the understanding that we 
have the responsibility of giving the 



By BERTHA Z. BECK 

Torah to the rest of the world." 

The younger son is not finished. 
"How, how could we give it to them? 
Print up a million copies and hand them 
out on street corners?" 

The shamos has a smile in his voice. 
"It is not so simple. We must study it, 
live according to its Laws, and by our 
good example other people will see that 
it's teachings are for them, too. Now, 
do you understand?" 

Study the Torah, daily, live by it, daily 
— the words become alive. We sit on the 
edge of the hardwood bench, vaguely 
aware that some man has come in and 
sat down beside us. We glance at him 
in silence, wary about him speaking and 
exposing us. He is an old man with a 
soft hat and a gray beard. 

We lean over and whisper to him. 
"Bar Mitzvah boy." 

He sits in watchful silence. We have 
begun to feel a little nervous, watching 
the shamos unroll the Scroll after the 
Blessings have been said. We know that 
there are no punctuation marks on the 
parchment, no notations for melody. The 
words are handwritten and can be very 
confusing to a boy who has been reading 
only machine print all his life. 

We feel the old man move about im- 
patiently. We do not turn, believing his 
restlessness to be a reflection of our own 
anxious state of mind. So many hor- 
rible things could happen between now 
and Saturday morning. We have watched 
the younger son revolt against the spots 
of the measles, rebel against a sore throat, 
and positively refuse to wear a hat in 
even the coldest weather — all in these last 
three months before he is to become a 
man. He seems well today — but, who 
knows? 

The invitations to the Bar Mitzvah and 
Kiddush are out: refreshments have been 
ordered by the ton. Our dress hangs limp 
and waiting; the Wise One, our Beloved 
Husband, has put aside his "lucky" tie, 
saving it for the Bar Mitzvah morning. 
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The younger son's new suit fitted right 
the day before yesterday, but we can't 
be too sure about the length of the pants. 

We notice that he can't stand still. 
He shifts from one foot to the other. 
Then he blows his nose and we get a 
chill. Has he a cold? Another one? 
What could it be this time? 

We raise our eyes in prayer and ob- 
serve, for the first time, that there are 
two tablets of Law above the Ark, the 
commandments — and the Eternal Light. 
It is really burning. The late afternoon 
sun streaks pale gold across the two can- 
delabra in either side of the Ark. Solo- 
mon had candelabra like them in the 
Temple, and the sun must have shone 
on them in just this way, so softly and 
warmly. 

Our Beloved Husband is leaning 
against the table. The younger son, ready 
now, is bending forward, his finger out- 
stretched to keep his place as he reads — 
and we are swept, suddenly, into an abyss 
of despair. The shamos has whacked the 
younger son smartly over the knuckles. 
The sound echoes in the empty Beth 
Hamedresh and we have visions of a Bar 
Mitzvah boy with a hand in a cast. 

Tears come to our eyes. Everything 
is one great, big, blur. Through it we 
see the shamos flourish a pointer, and we 
gulp, understanding suddenly that the 
parchment should not be touched by 
human hands — this is the Torah — it must 
be read by generations of Bar Mitzvah 
boys — young men — old men. This is the 
Torah, given to us by God. 

Our eyes clear and we are strengthened 
by this intuitive knowledge. We have a 
son reading this holy Law! We had never 
realized our importance. We feel we 
have a place in the pattern of Judaism. 

The silver pointer is long and graceful, 
with a delicately modeled hand on one 
end, the index finger outstretched. The 
shamos points with it to the place, and 
again he says: "Begin." 

Is there more beautiful music than our 
boy's reading? We beam with pleasure 
until suddenly we are aware of the old 
man beside us. He is shaking his head, 
disapprovingly, his eyes intent on the 
younger son. 

He reminds us of our own departed, 
dear, grandfather, a man of learning, a 
man who knew how each word must be 
sung — and he shakes his head! 



We turn away with uncertain emotion, 
recalling these last three months of study 
every other evening, every Saturday after- 
noon, every Sunday morning — the same 
rhythmic cadences, the same words, over 
and over, until everyone, even the canary, 
knows the sedra by heart. And now this 
man shakes his head! 

We no longer beam with pleasure. 
What will all our friends say on Satur- 
day morning? We can just see the be- 
wilderment in our Beloved Husband's 
eyes as he sees them all shaking their 
heads disapprovingly. 

We hug our aching heart, listening for 
the end, aware only of time passing, and 
of the shamos' voice, making occasional 
corrections. Even when the younger son 
is finished, we do not steal out of the 
Beth Hamedresh as we had planned. In 
a half dream we watch the shamos roll 
the parchment, tie the rollers together 
with a narrow cloth, making a perfect 
bow. 

Even the regal red velvet cover that 
he hangs over the rollers like a loose, well- 
tailored dress with gold embroidery, does 
not cheer us. The silver breastplate, like 
a silver shield, is hung on a silver chain 
from the rollers, and the pointer hangs 
gracefully beside it. Finally something 
of the simple elegance moves us, even 
before the shamos fits the two silver 
crowns over the carved handles. 

Little silver bells on the crowns catch 
the late afternoon light from the stained 
glass windows. We remember that Solo- 
mon must have seen the Torah as we see 
it. Maybe he felt as we do, at this mo- 
ment — very humble before the eternal 
pattern of Judaism. 

The shamos stands the Torah against 
the far wall inside the Ark, draws the 
curtain over it, and we are left with our 
own sad thoughts. The old man touches 
our arm. He says, "I hope the boy will 
remember to read the Torah often, and 
to honor his mother and father all the 
days of his life. I am sorry I could not 
hear him. I have been deaf for years 
now." 

We know that we appear startled and 
that our mouth has fallen open. So this 
old man did not disapprove! We touch 
his arm with a friendly, "Goodbye," and 
flee stealthily out the side door. 



EDDIE AND IDA 
VISIT ISRAEL 

By Eddie Cantor 

ONE of my most unforgettable ex- 
periences was at the children's camp 
in Nathanya. If you had been there 
with Ida and me you would have been 
repaid for all your contributions. We 
sat and danced and sang with almost 700 
children, 80 percent of them orphans, 
many of them with no memory of their 
fathers or mothers. These children came 
up to us and shook hands and kissed us 
on the cheek. If only you could have 
seen the hunger in their eyes, the hunger 
for someone to love them. Ida cried a 
little, and I cried, too. 

Before I went to Israel, everything I 
knew about the new State was second 
hand. Someone told me this. I read 
that. I heard from so and so. I imagined 
many things. But nothing that I heard 
equalled what I have seen with my own 
eyes. 

The entire State of Israel is a beehive 
of activity. Everyone is doing, building 
something. Wherever you go, you see 
hammers flying and saws buzzing. They're 
building, building, building everywhere. 
Throw a brick anywhere in Israel, and 
someone will pick it up to begin a new 
house. My eyes have popped many times 
in my life, but not the way they did in 
Israel. 

One of the greatest thrills is to drive 
on the road to Jerusalem. I defy you to 
enter Jerusalem without a quickening of 
your heart. You'll find it hard to swal- 
low the lump in your throat. Here is 
the city of cities. Here the Bible comes 
to life again. Here is the city that the 
young men and women of Israel bled 
and died for. 

I was in Israel close to three weeks. 
Everywhere I went I bumped into people 
from Chicago, Los Angeles, Cleveland, 
from all the 48 States, visitors to Israel, 
just like myself. After the first Shalom, 
I got this: "Cantor, isn't this place won- 
derful. Have you ever seen anything 
like it?" 

No, I never have. 
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LORD Byron's Hebrew Melodies are 
well enough known among the 
poet's minor pieces. What is not 
so well known is the strange Jewish fig- 
tire that was associated with these poems 
and with the poet's own personal life. 

Isaac Nathan was this figure, a popu- 
lar composer with a prominent reputation 
and a circle of friends that numbered 
Byron. Nathan's life, however, was 
shot through with various difficulties — 
financial, duelling contests, governmental 
wrangling. Finally he emigrated to 
Australia, where he ended his musical 
career by training a Cathedral choir and 
then faded into almost complete oblivion. 

Born in the city of Canterbury, Eng- 
land, in 1790 or 1792, Isaac Nathan, son 
of a cantor, was from his early child- 
hood surrounded by a musical back- 
ground. His father, a scholar and a 
linguist, was the centre of Canterbury 
Jewish communal life, and Isaac conse- 
quently absorbed the fundamentals of 
Jewish religious practice and Jewish his- 
tory and mores in his own home. As he 
entered into his teens, he was sent to the 
Synagogue at Cambridge, in preparation 
for the Jewish ministry. There he came 
under the influence of the well known 
Professor Lyon. He studied Hebrew, 
German and related subjects and, as a 
respite from academic work, he learned 
to play the violin. His interest in music 
became intense. The ministry as a goal 
was abandoned, and Isaac, with the in- 
dulgence of his family, was apprenticed 
to the Neapolitan musician, Domenico 
Corri. For days on end Isaac practiced 
his instrument, sometimes neglecting the 
sequences of his meals. He also tried 
his hand at the harpsichord. Within a 
few months he wrote his first song, the 
forerunner of hundreds. At the age of 
twenty-three he gave his first public 
concert in London, at Covent Garden. 

In 1812 came his dramatic marriage. 
Isaac Nathan eloped with a gentile girl 
of Irish stock and literary capacity. It 
was the break in the continuum of the 
Nathan family. Isaac Nathan's own 
family was brought up in gentile ways. 

Meanwhile, to maintain himself, he 
continued his musical practice, gave les- 
sons, opened an academy. Pupils came 
readily to him, attracted by his pleasant 
bearing, his urbanity, and his growing 
repute. 



Byron 's Picturesque Collaborator Recalled 

"HEBREW MELODY'' NATHAN 



In 1813 Lord Byron published "The 
Bride of Abydos." Isaac Nathan read 
the Turkish poetic narrative and in a 
burst of enthusiasm composed music for 
one of the more lyrical parts. Modestly, 
he submitted the composition to the poet, 
dedicating it to the Princess Charlotte. 
The result was a friendship between 
Byron and Nathan that lasted for some 
nine years. 

Nathan had more plans for association, 
in a musical and literary sense, with the 
poet. He proposed to select a number 
of antique Hebrew melodies that were 
in ritualistic use long before the Destruc- 
tion of the Temple, and to have Byron 
furnish the words. There were letters on 
Nathan's part asking for introductions, 
for interviews and audiences. Finally he 
sang some of the melodies in Byron's 
presence. In his "Fugitive Pieces and 
Reminiscences of Lord Byron," Nathan 
tells about the frequent occasions when 
the composer and the poet worked har- 
moniously together. Among other things, 
Nathan set to music the following poems 
of Byron: "The Destruction of Senna- 
cherib," "Herod's Lament for Miriamne," 
"If That High World," "Jephtha's 
Daughter," "Warriors and Chiefs," 
"Were My Bosom as False," "On Jor- 
dan's Banks," "A Spirit Passed Before 
Me." In all, there were twenty-six such 
pieces. 

An intimate correspondence between 
Byron and Nathan exists, covering the 
considerable period of their friendship. 
Byron writes asking Nathan to dinner. 
Frequently the poet refers to the 
"Hebrew Melodies" and to Nathan's par- 
ticipation. On Passover, Nathan sends 
Byron some matzos, with a wish that 
the angel of death may pass over the 
lintels of Byron's home. Yet all through 
this association there were hostile forces, 
including that of Thomas Moore, the 
poet, that strained to minimize Nathan's 
efforts, even to provoke in Byron hot 
though spontaneous anti-Jewish out- 
bursts. 



By HARRY E. WEDECK 

Amazingly enough, the collaboration 
of Byron and Nathan in the "Hebrew 
Melodies" resulted in a violent lawsuit. 
Informally, but no less bindingly, Byron 
had assigned to Nathan copyright in the 
"Melodies." Later, when a complete edi- 
tion of Byron's poems was ready for 
publication, Byron asked Nathan permis- 
sion to include the stanzas of these lyrics. 
Nathan had meanwhile re-assigned the 
cdpyright to his sister, while another pub- 
lisher, Novello, was publishing some of 
the melodies with musical arrangements. 
The case, dragging out for over a year, 
was abortive. Nathan had meanwhile 
left for Australia. 

In connection with some government 
assignments, in which he acted in some 
kind of capacity as an agent, Nathan be- 
came involved in financial liabilities that 
should have been honored in his behalf. 
He made petitions and public protesta- 
tions without result. In violent disgust 
and disappointment, he left England for 
Australia. 

In Melbourne he gave concerts and in 
Sydney he started to retrieve his fallen 
fortunes by developing the musical con- 
sciousness of the Australians. He founded 
musical societies, wrote oratorios, and 
composed a large number of songs. The 
first Australian opera, "Don John of 
Austria," was written and directed by 
Nathan in 1847. In addition, he pub- 
lished the "Southern Euphrosyne," a mis- 
cellany consisting of anecdotes, sketches 
and music, both Australian and Hebrew. 
All this did not prevent him from par- 
ticipating in the civic life of Sydney and 
from interesting himself in a number of 
communal projects. 

The Byron case, meanwhile, brought 
a great deal of publicity, not too wel- 
come, to the participants. Late in the 
century, however, there was a pleasant 
aftermath. The "Hebrew Melodies" were 
translated into Hebrew, under the spon- 
sorship of the Jewish Publication Society. 
• 

Musically, Isaac Nathan, whom Byron 
(Continued on page 39) 
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AMERICAN Jews, as a commu- 
nity and as individuals, have 
only one political attachment 
and that is to the United States, Premier 
David Ben Gurion of Israel has declared. 

The Premier made this statement in 
Jerusalem at a luncheon in honor of 
Jacob Blaustein, president of the Amer- 
ican Jewish Committee. Mr. Blaustein 
was invited to visit Israel by the Premier 
so that he could clarify certain aspects 
of the relations between Israel and Amer- 
ican Jews for the benefit of both groups. 
Among the distinguished guests were 
various Cabinet Ministers, Berl Locker, 
chairman of the Jewish Agency execu- 
tive, and U. N. Chief of Staff Gen. Wil- 
liam E. Riley. 

After praising the material and polit- 
ical support of American Jewry and 
their "warm hearted and practical ideal- 
ism" which, he said, has been one of the 
principal sources of Israel's strength and 
success, the Premier said that certain mis- 
understandings about the relations be- 
tween American Jewry and Israel are 
"likely to alienate sympathies and create 
disharmony where friendship and close 
cooperation are of vital importance." 

He pointed out that from the earliest 
days of its existence "the government 
clearly stated without any reservation 
that the state of Israel represents and 
speaks only in behalf of its own citizens, 
and in no way presumes to represent or 
speak in the name of Jews who are citi- 
zens of any other country. "We, people 
of Israel," he continued, "have no desire 
or intention to interfere in any way in the 
internal affairs of the Jewish communi- 
ties abroad." 

Regarding American immigrants, Mr. 
Ben Gurion said, "We would like to see 
American Jews come and take part in 
our effort. We need their technical 
knowledge, unrivalled experience, bold 
vision and know-how. We need engin- 
eers, chemists, builders, work managers 
and technicians. The tasks facing us in 
this country are eminently such as would 
appeal to American genius for technical 
development and social progress, but the 



decision as to whether they wish to come 
— permanently or temporarily — rests with 
each American Jew himself." 

Pointing out that Israel needs cha- 
lutzim also, the Premier said that some 
have come and expressed the belief that 
more would come, not only from coun- 
tries where Jews are oppressed but also 
from countries where Jews live in free- 
dom and are equal in status to all other 
citizens of their country. He stressed 
that the "essence of Chalutzuit is free 
choice." The pioneers, he concluded, will 
come along with all others who believe 
that their aspirations as human beings 
and as Jews can best be fulfilled by life 
and work in Israel. 

Direct talks between Israel and Jordan 
for reaching a permanent peace have 
been renewed and well-informed circles 
in Jerusalem indicated their optimism as 
to the possible outcome. The negotia- 
tions are by-passing the United Nations 
Conciliation Commission, which is now 
making another attempt to develop the 
armistice agreements existing between 
Israel and the Arab countries into a per- 
manent peace. 

Of a total Arab population of 2,500 
in the border town of Migdal Gad some 
700 have departed for Egyptian-held ter- 
ritory in the Gaza area since Israel took 
over the town and an additional 400 are 
preparing to leave. 

Israel Ambassador Abba S. Eban, who 
is also head of the Israel delegation at the 
United Nations, met separately with Sen. 
Warren R. Austin, head of the American 
delegation, and Yacov Malik, head of the 
Soviet delegation. 

Ambassador Eban also met separately 
with the heads of the British, French and 
Indian delegations. The nature of his 
talks was not disclosed. 

A 

The Jewish Agency will hold a plenary 
session in New York in the beginning of 
October. After its conclusion the mem- 
bers of the Agency executive will assist 
the United Jewish Appeal campaign in 
the United States. 



Earl J. McGrath, U. S. Commissioner 
of Education, Federal Security Agency, 
left for Israel on an official mission to 
assist the Jewish state in the solution of 
its educational problems. 

Israel requested Secretary of State Dean 
Acheson to send a mission of American 
educators to Israel under the leadership 
of Mr. McGrath. This followed an invi- 
tation by Israel President Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann to Federal Security Adminis- 
trator Oscar R. Ewing, when he visited 
Israel last January. 

Mr. McGrath will confer with Israel 
Government officials, including educa- 
tional officials, on arrangements for two 
months of survey and assistance by other 
members of the mission, who will go to 
Israel this fall after schools are in session. 

Discussions held in Cairo between U. S. 
Ambassador Jefferson Caffrey and the 
Egyptian Foreign Minister may result in 
relaxation of restrictions imposed by the 
Egyptian Government against tankers 
passing through the Suez Canal in a 
northerly direction. The restrictions, 
however, will be stringently maintained 
for Israel-bound shipping. 

■ir 

The Foreign Ministry has announced 
the appointment of Yosef Nevo as Israel 
consul in New York, effective September 
1. Mr. Nevo, who was born in the United 
States and taken to Palestine by his 
parents while an infant, commanded a 
battalion during the Jerusalem siege and 
later became army chief of operations in 
the city. 

An Israel Consulate will be opened soon 
as Nicosia, Cyprus, it was officially an- 
nounced. Yerachmiel Yaron (who 
changed his name from Robert Lustig), 
a high-ranking police official, was ap- 
pointed Israel Consul for Cyprus. 



ISRAELI MERCHANTS URGE 
FREE ECONOMY 

The General Merchants Association of 
Israel made public the text of a resolution 
adopted at its national conference which 
emphasized that "only a free economy 
and free enterprise can bring about 
Israel's development" and increase foreign 
capital investment in the Jewish state. 

Other resolutions called for closer re- 
lations between merchants in Israel and 
the Jewish middle class throughout the 
world and the sending of delegations 
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abroad to expedite investment in Israel. 
The parley also urged merchants affiliated 
with political parties to adopt an "eco- 
nomic attitude in their respective parties 
compatible with the Association's plea 
for free initiative." 

A cable received by the U. N. Secre- 
tariat from Israel's Foreign Minister 
Moshe Sharett stated that "at this stage" 
Israel could supply "substantial quanti- 
ties" of certain drugs at three to four 
weeks notice to aid U. N. forces fighting 
in Korea. 

-& 

One-and-a-half square miles of olive 
trees near Athlit, ten miles south of Haifa, 
were destroyed by fire. The blaze was 
brought under control after an eight-hour 
struggle by fire brigades and 200 volun- 
teers. 

it 

The conditions under which Jordan is 
willing to conclude permanent peace with 
Israel were outlined in a broadcast over 
the British-controlled Near East Arabic 
Radio in Cyprus. 

The broadcast said that the Jordan 
delegation to the mixed armistice comis- 
sion believes that peace would be possible 
if Israel returns Jaffe and a section of 
Lydda to the Arabs, reopens the Jerusa- 
lem-Bethlehem road in exchange for 
Jordan's reopening the road from Jeru- 



$100,000,000 PAID IN JEWISH 
CLAIMS AGAINST NAZI 
GERMANY 

Settlement of restrictive claims filed by 
persons persecuted by the Nazis now 
totals 418,696,927 Deutsche marks (about 
$100,000,000) in property and money, 
officials of the U. S. zone of Germany 
revealed. About 8 5,000 claims still re- 
main unsettled. 

Admitting that the Nazi victims, 
mostly Jews, would collect only a frac- 
tion of the property confiscated by the 
Germans during the Hitler regime, the 
officials said that the value of settlements 
still pending is impossible to estimate. 

Of the total thus far collected, the 
Jewish Restitution Successor Organiza- 
tion — which recovers property left by 
heirless Jewish victims and distributes the 
money among Jewish welfare organiza- 
tions — received $880,000. Claimants in 
the U. S. were awarded $4,443,5 00, in 
Germany $1,8 50,000, while those in Israel 
received $368,000. 



salem to Mt. Scopus, pays compensation 
to Arab refugees who fled from territory 
now belonging to Israel and restitutes the 
Ruttenberg power station to the Arabs. 

An Israel military spokesman confirmed 
that a clash took place) between an Israel 
military patrol and a band of Arab smug- 
glers northeast of Beersheba recently. 
Ten smugglers were killed, ten captured 
and three older men were handed over to 
the Arab Legion. 

Grave anxiety over the Israel Govern- 
ment's economic policies was voiced in 
Israel at the opening session of a national 
conference of the Orthodox Agudas Israel 
Organization. 

Rabbi A. Abramovich, general secretary 
of the organization charged that the gov- 
ernment's economic programs were 
"threatening the existence of the middle 
classes." 

Jacob Rosenheim, world leader of the 
Agudas, urged "immediate union" of all 
dissenting factions in the organization 
and called on them to accept the central 
rule of the world organization. 

Moshe Rosetti, chief secretary of the 
Knesset, is making a two-month tour of 
the United States to study the organiza- 
tion of federal, state, and municipal leg- 
islative bodies. His visit is sponsored 
by the State Department through the 
grant-in-aid program for the exchange of 
persons. 

As Chief Secretary of the Israel parlia- 
ment, Mr. Rosetti is in charge of all ad- 
ministration connected with the parlia- 
ment. A former official of the munici- 
pality of Stephney, London, Mr. Rosetti 
also served as chief of the information 
department of the Jewish Agency in 
Britain and as secretary of the Jewish 
National Board of Great Britain. 

a 

Jews in Rio de Janeiro stoned the busi- 
ness premises of Herbert Cukurs, said to 
have been responsible for the slaughter 
of 200,000 Jews while head of the Nazi 
Gestapo in Lithuania. 

The attack, at the Rodrigo de Freitas 
Lake, followed a meeting to protest 
against the government's refusal to expel 
Cukurs from the country. Police arrested 
three Jews alleged to have been involved 
in the stone-throwing demonstration, the 
report said. 



OPEN AIR MEETINGS IN 
ISRAEL MUST HAVE PERMITS 

The Israel Cabinet decided to put into 
force the police ordinance introduced by 
the British administration in Palestine 
which provided that groups seeking to 
hold open-air meetings or demonstrations 
must first secure a permit from the Dis- 
trict Commissioner of the area where the 
meetings are to be held. Communists 
staged demonstrations against three Tel 
Aviv motion picture theatres exhibiting 
an American newsreel depicting the war 
in Korea. The showing was cancelled 
but later reviewed. Three other cinemas 
were abstaining from showing the film 
for fear of further demonstrations. Police 
authorities offered to protect the theaters 
showing the documentary film. 

The Israel Government lodged a com- 
plaint against Jordan with the U. N. 
mixed armistice commission. The com- 
plaint deals with an incident, which took 
place south of Beersheba when Jordan 
shepherds, backed by soldiers of the Arab 
Legion, penetrated deep into Israel ter- 
ritory. One Israel soldier was killed in 
the ensuing clash. 

It is understood that United Nations 
representatives, accompanied by represen- 
tatives of the Israel Army, will visit the 
scene of the incident. 

tr 

The American Association of English- 
Jewish Newspapers, in a strongly-worded 
statement, calls the attention of all Amer- 
ican Jewish communities to "unethical 
and scandalous tactics" charged against 
a number of publications calling them- 
selves "national magazines" in solicita- 
tation of advertising, and warns that 
continuation of such practices will harm 
the existing newspapers. In several in- 
stances, important national organizations 
which publish some of the guilty period- 
icals share in the accusations. 

The Association charges that national 
organizations have been "duped" by ir- 
responsible solicitors to submit to a 
scheme which involves the clipping of 
advertisements from issues of English- 
Jewish newspapers — particularly holiday 
editions; the mailing of copies of such 
advertisements to the advertisers, giving 
the impression that they appeared in the 
columns of the magazines in whose be- 
half the solicitations are made; the at- 
taching of a bill to the ads asking for 
(Continued on page 39) 
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GREETINGS TO THE MEMBERS 

of the organization and their families. 
Mrs. Morton Klinghoffer, 

President 

Mrs. M. Robert Epstein, 



THE approach of the Jewish New Year 
affords us the opportunity to extend 
to the members of the Institution and 
to their families our best wishes for a 
happy, healthy, and blessed year. 

The officers gratefully acknowledge 
the loyal cooperation they have received 
from the membership of the Center and 
are looking forward to their continued 
support so that our institution may grow 
from strength to strength. Leshono Tovo 
Tikosevu! 

Emanuel Greenberg, President 
Dr. Moses Spatt, 1st Vice-Pres. 
Frank Schaeffer, Secretary 
David Goodstein, Treasurer 



From the Sisterhood 

The officers and the Sisterhood extend 
their New Year Greetings to all members 

SCHEDULE FOR THE HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES 



Mrs. Joseph Levy, Jr. 
Mrs. Frank Schaeffer, 

Vice-Presidents 
Mrs. Hyman Rachmil, Treasurer 
Mrs. Samuel Schlanger, 

Recording Secretary 
Mrs. Benj. H. Wisner, 

Corr. Secretary 
Mrs. Harry Zakhem, 

Social Secretary 

From the Center Staff 

On behalf of the Center Staff I extend 
to all the officers, directors and members 
of the Brooklyn Jewish Center and their 
families cordial greetings and best wishes. 

Joseph Goldberg, 
Administrative Director. 



Rosh Hashonah Services 

We are anxious that our services shall 
be decorous and inspiring. We therefore 
ask the earnest cooperation of all who 
will attend. 

Services for Rosh Hashonah will be 
held on Monday and Tuesday evenings, 
September 11th and 12th at 6:45 o'clock 
D.S.T. and on Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings, September 12th and 13 th at 
7:30 o'clock. The Torah reading will 
commence at 9:15 A.M. The Shofar will 
be sounded at 10:10 A.M. All worship- 
pers should be in their seats before that 
hour. The sermon on both days will be 
preached at about 10:3 5 A.M. The doors 
will be closed while the sermon is deliv- 
ered. The Musaf services will begin at 
11:05 o'clock, and we would like the ser- 
vice to close at 1:15 o'clock. 
Yom Kippur Services 

The Kol Nidre services which usher in 
the Fast of Yom Kippur will be held on 
Wednesday evening, September 20th at 
6:30 o'clock. Rabbi Levinthal will 
preach immediately after the chanting of 
the Kol Nidre service. 

Yom Kippur services will begin on 
Thursday morning, September 21st at 



7:00 A.M. The Yizkor service will be 
held at 11:10 following which Rabbi 
Levinthal will preach. Rev. Sauler, as- 
sisted by the Center choir under the per- 
sonal leadership of Sholom Secunda, will 
officiate. 

Additional Yizkor Services 

For the benefit of worshippers who 
have not purchased seats for the High 
Holy Days, the Center will conduct 
special Yizkor services on Yom Kippur, 
Thursday morning, September 21st in the 
Dining Room of our building. There 
will be three such services, at 10 o'clock, 
10:30 and 11:00. 
Sermons for the New Year 

The sermons will be preached on both 
days of Rosh Hashonah at 10:3 5 o'clock. 
The Shofar will be sounded at 10:10 and 
members are urged to be in their seats 
before that hour. 

On Yom Kippur Eve, the sermon will 
be preached immediately after the chant- 
ing of Kol Nidre. On Yom Kippur 
morning, the sermon will follow the 
Memorial Services. 

Rabbi Levinthal will preach on the 
first day of Rosh Hashonah. 



Rabbi Saltzman will preach the sermon 
on the second day. 

On Kol Nidre Eve, Rabbi Levinthal 
will speak. 

On Yom Kippur, Rabbi Levinthal will 
preach. 

Holy Day Sermons in the Auditorium 

The sermons will be delivered by 
Rabbi Saltzman on the first day and by 
Rabbi Lewittes on the second day of 
Rosh Hashonah. 

Rabbi Saltzman will deliver the sermon 
at the Kol Nidre services in the Auditor- 
ium and on Yom Kippur Rabbi Saltzman 
will preach before the Neilah services. 

Taleisim for the Holidays 

Members and worshippers are requested 
to bring their own taleisim during the 
High Holidays. Our uniform Holiday 
prayer book will be supplied to worship- 
pers at the Main Synagogue services. 

Junior Congregation Services 

The Rosh Hashonah services in the 
Junior Congregation will be held on Tues- 
day and Wednesday mornings, September 
12th and 13th at 10 A.M. 

The Kol Nidre services will be held on 
Wednesday evening, September 20th, at 
6:30 P.M. 

The services on Yom Kippur will be 
held Thursday morning, September 21st 
at 10:00 A.M. and 3:30 P.M. 

Children's Service 

This year, in addition to the Junior 
Congregation Services in the Prayer 
Room, there will be a special children's 
service for boys and girls under 1 1 years 
of age, attending our Hebrew School, 
Center Academy and Sunday School. The 
services will be under the supervision of 
Mrs. Evelyn Zusman of our Hebrew 
School Faculty. Admission will be free 
to pupils of our schools under 1 1 . These 
services will be held in the Dining Room 
as per the following schedule: Rosh 
Hashonah at 11:00 A. M., Yom Kippur 
at 12 Noon. 

Candle Lighting During High Holy Days 
Candles will be lit on Monday and 
Tuesday evenings, September 11th and 
12th (Rosh Hashonah) at 6:53 P.M. 
On Yom Kippur, Wednesday evening, 
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September 20th, candles will be lit at 
6:38 P.M. 
Daily Services 

Morning services at S:00 o'clock. 

Mincha services at 7:00 P.M. 
Junior Congregation Meets 
Every Saturday 

Junior Congregation services are held 
every Saturday morning in the Beth 
Hamedrash at 9:45 o'clock. All Center 
children and children of our Hebrew and 
Religious Schools as well as children from 
our community are invited to attend these 
delightful and inspirational services. 
Sabbath Services 

Friday evening services at 6:00 and 
7:00 o'clock. 

Kindling of candles at 6:59. 

Sabbath services, "Nizabim," Deut. 
29:9-30:20, Prophets, Isaiah 61:10-63:9, 
will commence at 8:45 P.M. 

Mincha services at 6:00 P.M. 

Rabbi Saltzman will preach on the 
weekly portion of the Torah. 
A Message From the President of the 
Young Married Group 

Once again it is my pleasure to greet 
you as President of the Young Married 
Group. Our last season was as success- 
ful as it was enjoyable — with programs 
ranging from dances to debates. It was 
gratifying to note many of our new 
friends became a part of our working 
nucleus. 

We're planning a terrific season of lec- 
tures, discussions, socials and special in- 
terest programs — so, watch for our no- 
tices in the Bulletins. 

I pray that this year will bring a 
peaceful world, good health and happi- 
ness to us all. 

Herbert Carr. 

Junior League News 

The Junior League offers an interest- 
ing social and cultural program for 
Center youth of college age. The group 
meets every Thursday evening during the 
year and enjoys pleasurable participation 
in Center activities. All boys and girls 
in college are most cordially invited to 
join. 

Library Schedule 

The regular schedule now prevails in 
our Library and is open Mondays, Tues- 
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
2:00 to 6:30 P.M. and from 7:00 to 9:00 
P.M.; on Sundays from 10:00 A.M. to 
2:00 P.M. 



Isidor Fine Elected Honorary President 

At the last meeting of the Board of 
Trustees, Mr. Isidor Fine was elected 
Honorary President for life. Mr. Fine 
served as President of the Center from 
January, 1929 to January 1933. 

Center Junior Clubs 

Boys and girls in elementary school 
and high school are eligible for the fol- 
lowing clubs: 

Inta-League Boys — Boys in the jun- 
ior and senior years of high school. Zion- 
ist, athletic and social program. 

Inta-League Girls — Girls in high 
school. Zionist, cultural and social pro- 
gram. 

Shomrim — Boys in the first two years 
of high school. Young Judean and ath- 
letic activities. 

Vivalets — Girls in the upper grades. 
Young Judean and social program. 

Tzofim and Maccabees — Boys in 
elementary school. Young Judean and 
athletic program. 

Candle-Lites — Girls up to 11. 
Games, Arts and Crafts. 

These clubs are under the expert guid- 
ance of efficient leaders. Members' chil- 
dren and students from our Hebrew and 
Sunday Schools, who are eligible, are cor- 
dially invited to attend. 

Holiday Gym Schedule 

The Gymnasium and Baths will be 
open on Monday, September 11th (erev 
Rosh Hashonah) for men and boys from 
1:00 to 4:00 P.M., will be closed on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, September 12 th 
and 13th (Rosh Hashonah); and will 
reopen on Thursday morning, September 
14th for women at 10:00 A.M. 

The following week, the department 
will be open for men and boys on Wed- 
nesday, September 20th (erev Yom Kip- 
pur) from 1:00 to 4:00 P.M., will be 
closed for the Yom Kippur holiday, 
Thursday, September 21st and will reopen 
on Friday afternoon September 22nd for 
men and boys from 1:00 to 4:00 P.M. 
Acknowledgment of Gifts 

We acknowledge with thanks receipt 
of donations for the purchase of Taleisim 
and Prayer Books from the following: 

Dr. and Mrs. Morris Rood in honor of 
the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Robert 
Paul, on June 17, 19 50. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mervin Hurwitz in 
honor of their son Paul's Bar Mitzvah 
on June 10, 1950. 



Center Academy Welcomes 
New Director 

THE Board of Trustees of the Center 
I Academy takes great pleasure in wel- 
coming our new Director, Mrs. Anna S. 
Lesser. We are fortunate, indeed, in hav- 
ing secured the services of such an ac- 
complished person. We know that under 
her capable leadership the Center Acad- 
emy will continue to serve the best in- 
terests of our children and of our com- 
munity. 

Mrs. Lesser has a winning personality 
and a warm feeling for children. Her 
background in the field of child educa- 
tion and of educational psychology is 
rich and varied. Her academic training 
includes a B.S. in Education, M.A., in 
Psychology, successful passing of Matric- 
ulation Examination for Ph.D. degree 
and a diploma for Supervisor of Nur- 
sery School, Kindergarten and First Grade 
— all from Columbia University. Besides, 
she took courses in Rorschach Testing 
and other tests in this field. 

Her long experience in teaching and 
supervision will enable her to give guid- 
ance to teachers in both the classroom 
procedure and in the handling of children 
whether typical or atypical. Mrs. Les- 
ser's experiences include: (1) the teach- 
ing of all grades from nursery through 
eighth; (2) assistant to Director of 
Guidance and Personnel at Teacher's 
College; (3) extensive experience with 
mental and educational tests in School 
Surveys for purposes of Curriculum 
Planning; (4) Clinical experience with 
retarded and sick children in Mt. Sinai 
and Bellevue Hospitals. 

Our new Director also has a fine musi- 
cal background. Last, but not least, she 
believes in the type of education for 
which the Center Academy stands — the 
synthesis of the best in American culture 
and of the best in Jewish culture. 

Apart from all the qualifications which 
we have mentioned, her charm and friend- 
liness, her aliveness and vitality, make 
personal contact with Mrs. Lesser a 
pleasurable experience. Children, teach- 
ers and parents will find in our new 
Director a person who is willing and well 
qualified to assist them in the solution of 
the problems with which they may be 
faced. 

— Irene Bush Steinbock. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 



THE following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center; 
Braverman, Miss Harriet 
Res. 82 Rockaway Parkway 
Proposed by Lily an Madlyn 
Chaiken, Raymond 

Res. 582 Saratoga Ave. 

Bus. Beverages, 167 Newport St. 

Single 

Proposed by Edythe Chaiken, 
Seymour Eisenstadt 

Cochin, Miss Babette Claire 
Res. 5 54 Rockaway Parkway 
Proposed by Aaron A. Berman 

Cohen, Bernard 

Res. 1441 Prospect Place 

Bus. Import-Export, 42 Broadway 

Single 

Proposed by Fred Schlossman, 
Herman Rubin 
Davis, Miss Pauline 

Res. 405 Hinsdale St. 

Proposed by Ruth Weissberger, 
Florence Baraschick 
Freedman, David 

Res. 2523 Avenue O 

Bus. Automotives, 1193 Bedford Ave. 

Single 

Proposed by Abe Mann, 
Harold Blackman 
Gray, Milton 

Res. 1004 Lenox Road 

Bus. Cotton Converters, 1181 Bway. 

Married 

Proposed by Isidor Gray 
Katz, Adolf 

Res. 1324 Carroll St. 
Bus. Time Sq. Stores, 60-36 Myrtle 
Ave. 

Married 

Proposed by Israel Kaplan, 
Maurice Bernhardt 
Kaufman, Dr. David 
Res. 1573 Carroll St. 
Married 

Proposed by Chas. Wapner, 
B. Granowsky 
Krimko, Abraham 

Res. 901 Washington Ave. 

Bus. Pharmacist, 954 Nostrand Ave. 

Married 

Proposed by Harold Brown, 
A. Witty 
Leibler, Theodore % 
Res. 611 Empire Blvd. 



Bus. Clocks, 205 Willoughby Ave. 
Married 

Proposed by A. E. Ratner, 
Rev. Rogoff 
Lerner, Dr. Max 

Res. 639 Eastern Parkway 
Married 

Proposed by Leo Kaufmann, 
William Siegel 
Poppel, Max 

Res. 712 Crown St. 

Bus. Dresses, 306 W. 37th St. 

Married 

Proposed by Dr. Irving A. Hurwitz, 
Alice Abrams 
Rosenberg, Theodore 
Res. 378 Utica Ave. 
Single 

Proposed by Bernard Heyman, 
David Rosenberg 
Rosenstock, Miss Shirley 

Res. 1587 Carroll St. 

Proposed by Lilyan Madlyn 
Rosenzweig, Max 

Res. 1475 President St. 

Bus. Pharmacy, 893 Manhattan Ave. 

Married 

Proposed by Dr. H. Berlowitz 
Spector, Morris 

Res. 1565 Carroll St. 

Bus. Patent Atty., 3 5-1 1 — 3 5th Ave. 

Single 
Tanne, Sidney J. 

Res. 732 St. Marks Ave. 

Bus. Labels, 1199 Broadway 

Married 
Vogel, Max S. 

Res. 324 New York Ave. 

Bus. Insurance, 629 Remsen Ave. 

Married 

Proposed by Dr. Max Goldstein, 
Herman Haber 
Zelin, Martin 

Res. 1034 DeKalb Ave. 
Bus. Auditor, City of N. Y. 
Single 

The following has applied for rein- 
statement: 

Samuel H. Goldberg, 
Chairman, Memberslrip Comm. 
Bar Mitzvah 

A hearty Mazel Tov is extended to 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Rosenzweig of 1475 
President Street on the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son, William, at the Center this 
Saturday morning, September 9th. 



A Yiddish Translation 
of Rabbi LevinthaVs 
Important Work — 

"JUDAISM — AN ANALYSIS 
AND AN INTERPRETATION" 

by the well-known Yiddish poet, 
writer and translator 
Dr. A. Asen 

has just been published by the 
Pardes Publishing House, Inc. 
A work which will delight all 
lovers of the Yiddish language. 



The volume also contains an 
English Supplement 

"The Hour of Destiny" 
A group of Holiday Sermons, 
preached by Dr. Levinthal dur- 
ing the past year, all dealing 
with the Rebirth of Israel. 

Price $3.00 

Copies may be ordered at the 
office of the 

Brooklyn Jewish Center 



THE CENTER ACADEMY 

A Modern Progressive School 
for 

Hebrew and Secular Studies 

From Pre-Kindergarten 
through Eighth Grade 

Is Now Registering Children 
for the Fall Term 



Give Your Child a 
Jewish Education 
Registration Now Open 
for the 

BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 
HEBREW SCHOOL 

Classes meet 3 times a week — 2 
hours each session. The curricu- 
lum includes Siddur, Hebrew, 
Bible, History and Jewish music. 
Expert faculty under the direction 
of Rabbi Mordecai II. Lewittes. 
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g ISTERHOOD! 




AGING 



ALTHOUGH the Scriptures coun- 
sel us, "Let another man praise 
you, and not your own mouth; 
a stranger's lips, not yours," it is the 
duty of the President of an organization 
to make a "year's end" or "state of the 
union" appraisal of the accomplishments 
of the past year. In program and activi- 
ties, cultural and philanthropic, the super- 
lative "plu-perfect" best describes the 
successes of 1950. 

• 

Our women have put forth a maximum 
of effort and co-operation in every major 
drive — the United Jewish Appeal, Fed- 
eration of Jewish Philanthropies, Torah 
Fund for the Jewish Theological Semi- 
nary, Jewish Day for the Blind, Brandeis 
University, Night of Stars for the UJA 
and Music Under the Stars for the bene- 
fit of Israeli philanthropic and cultural 
institutions. Sisterhood has contributed 
to the Home for the Aged, Jewish Sani- 
tarium for Chronic Diseases, Red Mogen 
Dovid, Yeshiva University, Jewish Braille 
Bible Society, B«x>Jdyn^uvefHle-Guidance 
Society, Red Cross, March of Dimes, Boy 
and Girl Scout campaigns, National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews, Historica 
Judaica, in support of needy Jewish 
scholars, the Beth Jacob Girl's Organiza- 
tion and many others reviewed in the 
annual report delivered at our closing 
meeting in June. 

• ■ — " 

Our affiliation with the National 
Women's League of the United Synagogue 
and with the Federation of Jewish Women 
Organizations have brought us in touch 
^with vital American and Jewish issues, 
stimulating an awareness of problems, sit- 
uations and tendencies which affect the 
Jewish community as a whole^ Our 
Cheer Fund, through the kind generosity 
of members who have contributed in 
honor of memorable occasions, has been 
able to dispense much joy to the children 
in our Hebrew Schools, to our graduates 
and our Bar Mitzvahs, besides spreading 
cheer in other needy circles. Sisterhood 
has conducted the monthly Kiddush for 
the Junior Congregation with dignity 
and proper evaluation. 

Every meeting was attended by hun- 
dreds of women who were thrilled at the 
scope of the programs presented. Our 



first function, our Annual Mother- 
Daughter Luncheon and Fashion Show, 
was a magnificent prelude to a year which 
saw many precedents and innovations in 
Sisterhood meetings. Besides an excellent 
film on the "Hebrew University," our 
October meeting featured "Your Part In 
the Political Picture," an address delivered 
by Mrs. M. Potash, of the League of 
Women Voters. Other outstanding events 
included our memorable "Institute Day" 
in November, when more than 6 50 
women attended our All-Day Conference 
on "Judaism, Today and Tomorrow"; our 
delightful bus trip to the Jewish Museum, 
when about 60 of us enjoyed a stimulat- 
ing tour under the guidance of curator 
Dr. Kayser; our Jewish Book Month 
meeting in December, when a brilliant 
analysis of Arthur Koestller's provocative 
book, "Promise and Fulfillment," was de- 
livered by Mrs. Faye Shenk, wife of the 
rabbi of Congregation Shaare Zedek. In 
January, Susan Brandeis, daughter of the 
late Supreme Court Justice, gave us a 
most illuminating address on "Higher 
Education for American Jewry," citing 
as an important illustration the new Bran- 
deis University in Waltham, Mass. Purim 
was made a very gay time for Sisterhood 
members by our dramatic performance of 
"Jewish Music Through the Year," nar- 
rated by Lila Leonard, with musical con- 
tributions by the Center Male Octette, 
which marked Jewish Music Month in 
February, and by the excellent talk on 
"Brotherhood and Torah," by our own 
Rabbi Lewittes. And every member has 
read with pride our unprecedented roster 
of noted Jewish leaders whom we honored 
in March at our "Jewish Women Of 
Achievement" program. In March, too, 
Sisterhood joined the entire Center in 
paying deserved tribute to our beloved 
Administrative Director, Joseph Goldberg. 

The entire congregation had added 
cause in March to be proud of Sister- 
hood's Esthers who conducted and par- 
ticipated in our first Friday Night Ser- 
vice, when the subject of the evening, 
"The Role Of the Jewish Woman To- 
day," was presented by four of our 
women. A cordial and most lavish Oneg 
Shabbat concluded the evening, a verit- 
able tribute to the inherent Jewish spirit 



of our women. Israel's second anniver- 
sary was beautifully celebrated in April 
in song, in story and with adequate birth- 
day embellishments. A brilliant "Sum- 
mation of American Affairs" given by 
our Social Action Chairman, Bea Schaef- 
fer, reviewed the events of the past year. 
Our Sisterhood Players brought further 
glory upon our Center by giving three 
repeat performances of their successful 
production, "A Way Of Life," for the 
Metropolitan Branch of Women's League, 
for our Hebrew School PTA and at the 
Ritz Carlton Hotel for the Kew Gardens 
Hills Sisterhood. At our Mother's Day 
program in May, Sisterhood honored 
twelve members who had celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversaries. Deserved 
tribute, lyric, floral and pictorial were 
paid the celebrants, one of whom, Mrs. 
Rose Horowitz, a former President, de- 
livered a most stirring address on "Matri- 
archs In Israel." Movies of the entire 
proceedings were shown at our closing 
meeting in June, when an unusually novel 
Installation Service by Mrs. Lillian Lasky, 
President of the Metropolitan Branch of 
the Women's League, ushered in our new 
staff of officers. 

• 

Our page in the Center's Review has 
definitely placed our women's group in 
the vanguard of Center activities and 
has helped to create an active inter- 
est in our work. In conjunction with 
the Council of Jewish Women, Sisterhood 
also sponsored a series of lectures on "The 
Role of the American Family," given by 
recognized leaders of psychology, sociol- 
ogy and religion. 

In reviewing the above programs, 
our pride swells to overflowing. Our 
women are living their Jewishness daily 
by participating in religious, philan- 
thropic, communal and educational proj- 
ects. If this is the direction in which our 
women are travelling, I am quite safe in 
promising that our Sisterhood will con- 
tinue to shed glory on our organization, 
our Center, and the greater cause of 
Judaism. 

Since I have already publicly and per- 
sonally thanked my most capable and 
co-operative staff of officers and my Exec- 
utive Board, I hope I shall be forgiven 
if, in the interests of brevity, I omit men- 
tion of their names. I am most grateful 
for their support and shall continue, in 
the words of Bacon, "to ask counsel of 
both times; of the ancient time what is 
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best; and of the latter time what is the 
fittest." 

Mrs. Morton Klinghoffer, 

President. 

In Appreciation of Effort 

At its closing luncheon, the Executive 
Board presented our President, Sarah 
Klinghoffer, with a beautiful sterling 
silver tray, as a token of esteem and af- 
fection, and in appreciation of her tireless 
zeal in the interests of Sisterhood. 

Cheer Fund Contributions 

In honor of Mother's Day: Mesdames 
M. Rosen, A. Ginsburg; For Rabbi Lev- 
inthal's recovery: D. Halpern, S. Kling- 
hoffer; In sympathy with Frisch family: 
Dr. and Mrs. M. Rachmil; In sympathy 
with Lane, Rothman and Leonard fami- 
lies: S. Klinghoffer; In sympathy with 
Reichman family: L. Zakhem, J. Markel; 
In honor of son's Bar Mitzvah: S. Kush- 
ner; In honor of daughter's confirmation: 
Mrs. P. Amster; In honor of daughter's 
graduation: M. Berman; In honor of 
daughter's graduation: L. Gribetz; In 
honor of new grandchild: Mrs. Ph. Bren- 
ner; In honor of newly-installed officers: 
Mrs. S. Gluckstein. 

Women In the News 

Jeanette Richman has been elected 
President of the new Aviva Group of 
Hadassah. Congratulations! 

Our President, Sarah Klinghoffer, will 
represent Sisterhood at the National Con- 
vention of the National Women's League 
to be held in Minneapolis in November. 

Calendar of Events 

Thursday, Sept. 14 — Sisterhood Executive 
Board meeting, 1:00 o'clock. 

Monday, Sept. 18 — Evening, opening 
General Meeting. Unusual musical 
program. Watch Bulletin for 
further details. 

Thursday, Sept. 28 — Succah party, 1:00 
P. M. at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, 3080 Broadway. All 
Sisterhood members welcome. De- 
lightful program and refresh- 
ments. 

Thursday, Oct. 12 — Gala Celebration — 
Sisterhood's thirtieth anniversary 
evening, Memorable occasion to be 
marked by fitting program. Fur- 
ther details will follow. 



The Younger Membership 

OUR program committee is busy once 
more planning the weekly events 
for the coming year. We are attempting 
to root these programs firmly in our 
wonderful traditions, as well as in our 
American heritage. To succeed in this 
endeavor we shall need the full coopera- 
tion and participation of all of our mem- 
bers, new as well as old. 

It is appropriate that we commence our 
fall program by conducting the services 
on the Sabbath of Repentance, September 
16th. Through these services Young 
Folks League, in keeping with its annual 
tradition, will demonstrate by its large 
attendance that it is fully conscious of 
its responsibility to the Synagogue. All 
members are urged to attend. 

On Yom Kippur night, September 21st, 
Young Folks League will feature its an- 
nual "Charity Frolic." Admission will 
be by the minimum contribution of 
$2.00. We hope that all of you may find 
it possible to attend. 

Committee Chairmen 
In order to facilitate the full partici- 
pation of our members in the activities 
of our league, the chairman of each com- 
mittee is listed below: 

U. J. A Jerry Jacobs 

Publications Morris Hecht 

Refreshments 

Joyce Schlossberg, Pauline Magid 
Entertainment Herbert iLevine 

Dramatics Herbert Levine 

Interest Groups Muriel Goldsmith 
Hebrew Culture Marvin Leiberman 
Folk Dancing Hazel Atlas 

Sports Elmer Riff man 

Door Nat Gurvitch 

Program Milton Reiner 

Publicity Milton Reiner 

May I take this opportunity to extend 
to all of you, on behalf of the officers 
and executive committee members, and 
myself, best wishes for a glorious New 
Year. 

— Milton Reiner, President. 
Congratulations 

Heartiest congratulations and best 
wishes are extended to: 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Atlas of 220 
Brooklyn Avenue on the marriage of their 
daughter, Priscilla (Pepi) to Dr. Lester 
J. Blatt of Little Neck, L. I., on Sep- 
tember 3rd. 



Rabbis Saltzmann and Lewittes 
Now Associate Rabbis 

The Board of Trustees at its last meet- 
ing unanimously changed the status of 
Rabbis Saltzmann and Lewittes from As- 
sistant Rabbis to that of Associate Rabbis 
to Dr. Levinthal. 



THE YOUNG FOLKS 
LEAGUE 

proudly presents its 

^ANNUAL YOM KIPPUR 
?iIGHT FROLIC 

Thursday Evening, September 21st 
at 9:00 o'clock 
Music by 
Marvin Blickstein and his 
Society Orchestra 
Cocktails Entertainment 
Subscription — $2.00 
Proceeds to Charity 



The Brooklyn Jewish Center 
has acquired cemetery 
grounds in the New Monte- 
fiore Cemetery, Pinelawn, 
Long Island 



Price of Plots 
4 Graves $ 250.00 
6 Graves 350.00 
15 Graves 1,000.00 

(Facing Main Road) 



Call or write 
BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 
667 Eastern Parkway 
Brooklyn 13, New York 

Tel.: PResident 4-1400 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



ROSH HASHONAH GREETINGS 



Mn and Mrs. Moses Ginsberg 

AND FAMILY 

extend their best wishes for a Happy New Year 
to all the Officers, Trustees, Directors and 
members of the Center, as well as to 
their friends and relatives 



Mr. and Mrs. Morris Rubin 

AND FAMILY 
1577 Carroll Street 

extend greetings for a Happy and Healthy New Year 
to all their relatives and friends 



Mr. and Mrs. 


Isaac Schrier 


AND FAMILY 


101 Lincoln Road 


wish all their relatives and 


friends a Happy New Year 


MR. and MRS. 




Dl-JTT T TD Til? T7XTATT7U 
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AND THE ORGANIZATION OF 


from 


original BRENNER BROS. 


RATNER'S 


Wish their friends and patrons 
the best of everything for the New Year 


RESTAURANT 
• 


• 




60 DIVISION STREET, N. Y. 


138 DELANCEY STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


OUR ONLY STORE 





MRS. HYMAN AARON 

CHILDREN and GRANDCHILDREN 
985 Park Place 

Dr. and Mrs. 
MAX DANNENBERG 

AND FAMILY 
1464 Eastern Parkway 



WE EXTEND OUR NEW YEAR'S GREETING TO ALL RELATIVES AND 
FRIENDS, AND WISH THAT THE COMING YEAR WILL BRING THEM 
GOOD HEALTH AND PROSPERITY. 



DR. and MRS. 

DAVID FARBER 
865 Eastern Parkway 



Mr. and Mrs. 
HENRY H. GROSS 
751 St. Marks Avenue 



DR. and MRS. 

WILLIAM H. HYDE 
857 Eastern Parkway 



Mr. and Mrs. 

JULIUS LEVENSON 

225 Eastern Parkway 



MAY THE NEW YEAR BRING PEACE TO ISRAEL AND ALL ITS 
NEIGHBORS, AND BESTOW HAPPINESS AND GOOD HEALTH 
ON ALL OUR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS. 



Mr. and Mrs. 
JOSEPH I. AARON 

MR. and MRS. 

IRVING BALMUTH 

AND FAMILY 
769 St. Marks Avenue 

MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS BRUKENFELD 
1276 President Street 

MR. and MRS. 

ABE FELDMAN 
919 Park Place 



MR. and MRS. 

ISIDOR FINE 

AND FAMILY 



MR. and MRS. 

JACOB A. FORTUNOFF 

AND CHILDREN 
MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH GLAUBMAN 
919 Park Place 



THE SEASON'S GREETINGS TO ALL OUR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS. 
MAY THE NEW YEAR BEGIN AN ERA OF BROTHERHOOD AND 
PROSPERITY FOR THE WORLD. 



MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL H. GOLDBERG 
919 Park Place 

ATTORNEY GENERAL and MRS. 

NATHANIEL L. GOLDSTEIN 

AND FAMILY 

Mr. and Mrs. 
SAUL GRAFF 

AND FAMILY 
486 Brooklyn Ave. 



DR. and MRS. 

DAVID KERSHNER 
95 Eastern Parkway 



KOTIMSKY & TUCHMAN 

CATERERS OF DISTINCTION 
MR. and MRS. 

MAURICE KOZINN and SONS 

HAROLD and PAUL 
615 Lefferts Avenue 



MAY THE SOUND OF THE SHOFAR USHER IN THE BLESSED DAYS 
OF UNIVERSAL PEACE, TOLERANCE AND WELL-BEING. 



MR. and MRS. 

JULIUS KUSHNER & SONS 
798 Montgomery Street 

MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH LAZAROWITZ 
388 Crown Street 

MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS MILLER 
370 Crown Street 



MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL L. POMERANTZ 

AND FAMILY 
1304 President Street 

MR. and MRS. 

BARNEY ROGOVIN 

AND FAMILY 
13 5 Eastern Parkway 

MR. and MRS. A. E. ROTHMAN 

ROTHMAN'S INN 

285 Kingston Avenue 



MAY THE NEW YEAR BRING PEACE TO ISRAEL AND ALL ITS 
NEIGHBORS, AND BESTOW HAPPINESS AND GOOD HEALTH 
ON ALL OUR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS. 



MR. and MRS. 

NATHAN SALWEN 

135 Eastern Parkway 

HELEN and ED SCHAEFFER 
GERSEY STATIONS, INC. 

259 Empire Blvd. 
MR. and MRS. 

JACK STERMAN 

AND FAMILY 
1282 Union Street 



MR. and MRS. 


SOL SUSSMAN 


CHILDREN and GRANDCHILDREN 


MR. and MRS. 


NATHAN WEISS 


AND FAMILY 


399 Ocean 


Parkway 


Mr. and Mrs. BARNEY BERKE 
1394 President Street 


Dr. and Mrs. I. A. HURWITZ 
AND FAMILY 
361 Eastern Parkway 


Mr. CHARLES BLACHER 
and family 
Hotel Granada 


Mr. and Mrs. SAMUEL WEISS 


AND FAMILY 
603 Empire Boulevard 


WE EXTEND OUR NEW YEAR'S GREETING TO ALL RELATIVES AND 
FRIENDS, AND WISH THAT THE COMING YEAR WILL BRING THEM 
GOOD HEALTH AND PROSPERITY. 


RABBI and MRS. 

ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 

AND FAMILY 
RABBI and MRS. 


ROSH HASHONAH GREETINGS 
FROM THE YESHIVA TALMUD 
TORAH OF CROWN HEIGHTS 

HP HE Board of Trustees of the Yeshiva Talmud 
J. Torah of Crown Heights, 310 Crown Street, its 
members and its faculty, extend their best wishes 
for a Happy New Year to the Rabbi, the directors 
and trustees and the members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center. 


MORDECAI H. LEWITTES 

AND CHILDREN 


The Yeshiva of Crown Heights is highly appre- 
ciative of the cooperative attitude of its neighboring 
institution and is thankful for the valuable support 
which many of its members extend so liberally. 


RABBI and MRS. 


May the Lord bless them and grant them, as well 
as all the members of our suffering people, a year of 
true happiness. May this year see the triumph of the 
cause of justice and righteousness. 


MANUEL SALTZMAN 

AND DAUGHTER 


BENJAMIN WEISER, President 
JOSEPH M. BAUMOL, Rabbi 
Z. BRANDES, Exec. Director 



DR. and MRS. 


MR. and MRS. 


JULES B. AARON 


T"\ T T"nT\T T^T^T 'n'p'n 

RUBIN BELFER 


1333 President Street 


426 Eastern Parkway 


MR. and MRS. 




HERMAN ATLAS 


DR. and MRS. 


n tiH f n mil v 

ill III 1<111U±> 


HARRY BERMAN 


j i i riiDany ja venue 


1408 President Street 


MRS. SAMUEL BARNETT 


MR. 


MRS. HERBERT BARNETT 


LOUIS BLANKSTEIN 


AND DAUGHTER 


AND FAMILY 


MR. and MRS. SOLOMON LEVINSON 




AND CHILDREN 


762 St. Marks Avenue 


MAY THE SOUND OF THE SHOFAR USHER IN THE BLESSED DAYS 


OF UNIVERSAL PEACE, TOLERANCE AND WELL-BEING. 


MR. and MRS. 




LOUIS BRENNER 


MR. and MRS. 


AND FAMILY 


CHARLES DILBERT 


Harriman, New York 






MR. and MRS. 


MR. and MRS. 


JACOB S. DONER 


ELIAS BURROS 


AND FAMILY 


985 Park Place 






MR. and MRS. 


MR. and MRS. 


BENJAMIN DUBROW 


AND FAMILY 


LOUIS DAUM 






706 Eastern Parkway 


748 St. Marks Avenue 





MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL EDELHEIT 
MR. MAX FABRIKANT 

441 West End Avenue 
MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH FELDT 

AND FAMILY 
85 5 Ocean Avenue 


DR. and MRS. 

REUBEN FINKELSTEIN 
576 Eastern Parkway 

MR. and MRS. 

HARRY A. FREEDMAN 
AND THEIR CHILDREN 

13 5 Eastern Parkway 
MR. and MRS. 

PINCUS GLICKMAN 

AND FAMILY 


WE EXTEND OUR NEW YEAR'S GREETING TO ALL RELATIVES AND 
FRIENDS, AND WISH THAT THE COMING YEAR WILL BRING THEM 
GOOD HEALTH AND PROSPERITY. 


MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH GOLDBERG 

and their children 
EPHRAIM, NATALIE, HOLLTS, ALVIN & JEAN 

MR. and MRS. 

MAX GOLDBERG 

AND FAMILY 
410 Eastern Parkway 

MR. and MRS. 

ABRAHAM L. GOLDMAN 
576 Eastern Parkway 


MR. and MRS. 

EDWARD GOLDSMITH 

AND FAMILY 
780 Montgomery Street 

MR. and MRS. 

HERMAN GOLDSMITH 

and their children 
RENEE and DONALD G. GOLDSMITH, 
THELMA and IRVING G. KESSLER, 
JOAN GOLDSMITH 
and their grand-daughter 
CATHY LYNN GOLDSMITH 

770 St. Marks Avenue 

DR. MAX GOLDSTEIN 
334 New York Avenue 



MR. DAVID GOODSTEIN 

AND FAMILY 


DR. and MRS. 

JACOB HALPERIN 


1338 Carroll Street 


BELLE HARBOR, L. I. 
MR. and MRS. 


MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL GREENBLATT 


LOUIS HALPERIN 


MRS. ISRAEL HALPERIN 


MR. and MRS. 

NATHAN HALPERIN 

AND FAMILY 


225 Eastern Parkway 


40 West 77th Street 
New York City 


MAY THE SOUND OF THE SHOFAR USHER IN THE BLESSED DAYS 
OF UNIVERSAL PEACE, TOLERANCE AND WELL-BEING. 


MR. and MRS. 

DAVID HALPERN 

AND FAMILY 


MR. and MRS. 

JACOB L. HOLTZMANN 


789 St. Marks Avenue 




MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH HEIMOWITZ 

AND FAMILY 
410 Crown Street 

MR. and MRS. 

JACOB HOFFMAN 

AND FAMILY 
1601 Union Street 


The family of the late 
LOUIS N. JAFFE 

HANNAH O. JAFFE 
HAROLD and PATRICIA JAFFE 
and DAUGHTER 
ALBERT and PHYLLIS JAFFE 

MR. S. KAMENETZKY 



MR. and MRS. 


MR. and MRS. 


BENJAMIN KATZ 

MAIIHLw and MORDECA1 


MORTON KLINGHOFFER 

RUTH, DANIEL and BERYL 


1399 Carroll Street 


MR. and MRS. 


MR. and MRS. 


FRED KRONISH 


<i AMI TFT KAT7 


AND FAMILY 


959 Park Place 


THE LESSERS 


MR. and MRS. 


of Lesser Lodge 


BENJAMIN J. KLINE 


White Sulphur Springs 
New York 


WE EXTEND OUR NEW YEAR'S GREETING TO ALL RELATIVES AND 


FRIENDS, AND WISH THAT THE COMING YEAR WILL BRING THEM 


GOOD HEALTH AND PROSPERITY. 


MR. and MRS. 


MR. and MRS. 


MORRIS B. LEVINE 


ISADOR LOWENFELD 


687 Montgomery Street 


AND FAMILY 
258 Sullivan Place 


MR. and MRS. 




M. LEVRANT 


MRS. LEIB LURIE 


AND DAUGHTER 


AND FAMILY 


1717 Avenue N 


1451 Union Street 


MR. and MRS. 


DR. and MRS. 


PHILIP L. LIPSHUTZ 


SAMUEL T. MARKOFF 


IRA and BARBARA, RAYMOND and ELLEN 


AND MYRNA 


NANCY HARRIET and HENRY EDWARD 


1481 President Street 



MR. and MRS. 

BENJAMIN MARTZ 

ALVIN and CAROL ANN 


LOUIS PARNES FAMILY 
230 Park Place 


MRS. SAMUEL MOSKOWITZ 
and Sons 


MR. and MRS. 

JACOB PERLIN 
5614 — 15th Avenue 


MR. and MRS. 

KALMAN I. OSTOW 

CHILDREN and GRANDCHILDREN 


MR- and MRS. 

BENJAMIN PERLMAN 

AND FAMILY 
925 Prospect Place 


MAY THE SOUND OF THE SHOFAR USHER IN THE BLESSED DAYS 
OF UNIVERSAL PEACE, TOLERANCE AND WELL-BEING. 


MR. and MRS. 

HERMAN PLAFKER 
285 Albany Avenue 


DR. and MRS. 

ELIAS N. RABINOWITZ 

AND CHILDREN 
DANIEL J. and LUCILLE ROBINS 


MR. ISIDOR POLIVNICK 

AND FAMILY 
250 Crown Street 


DR. and MRS. 

HARRIS M. RABINOWITZ 
770 St. Marks Avenue 


DR. and MRS. 

LEONARD POSNER 
20 Plaza Street 


MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS RADER 

AND FAMILY 
1618 Carroll Street 



MR. and MRS. 


MR. and MRS. 


FRANK RAUCH 


MEYER A. ROSEN 


736 Eastern Parkway 


480 Eastern Parkway 


MR. MILTON REINER 


MR. and MRS. 

ADOLPH M. ROSENHEIM 


5 59 Empire Boulevard 


1478 President Street 


DR. and MRS. 


MR. and MRS. 


MORRIS ROOD 


SAMUEL ROTTENBERG 


1336 President Street 


135 Eastern Parkway 


MAY THE NEW YEAR BRING PEACE TO ISRAEL AND ALL ITS 
NEIGHBORS, AND BESTOW HAPPINESS AND GOOD HEALTH 
ON ALL OUR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS. 


GRETA and NITA ROUS 


CANTOR and MRS. 


25 Parade Place 


WILLIAM SAULER 

and DAUGHTERS 


MRS. 




JACOB RUTSTEIN 


MR. and MRS. 


AND FAMILY 


FRANK SCHAEFFER 


1388 President Street 


AND THEIR SONS 

DAVID and SANDOR 


MRS. HERMAN SALOMON 

AND FAMILY 


MR. HEYMAN SCHRIER 


374 Eastern Parkway 


75 Central Park West 



DR. and MRS. 

JACOB SCHWARTZ 
919 Park Place 


MR. and MRS. 

NATHAN D. SHAPIRO 


iMK. and Alio. 

NATHAN T. SCHWARTZ 

AND FAMILY 


MR. and MRS. 

BENJAMIN SHOUR 

AND FAMILY 
440 Lenox Road 


MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL A. SEEGER 

AND FAMILY 

57 Garden Drive 
Lynbrook, L. I. 


MR. and MRS. 

JACK SILVERMAN 
135 Eastern Parkway 


THE SEASON'S GREETINGS TO ALL OUR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS. 
MAY THE NEW YEAR BEGIN AN ERA OF BROTHERHOOD AND 
PROSPERITY FOR THE WORLD. 


MR. and MRS. 

MORTY SILVERSTEIN 


MR. and MRS. 

A. J. STELZER 

AND FAMILY 
730 Empire Boulevard 


MR. and MRS. 

SIMON SPIEGEL 
901 Washington Avenue 

THE HYMAN SPITZ FAMILY 


MR. and MRS. 

HENRY TELLER 
1516 President Street 

MR. and MRS. 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK 

13 5 Eastern Parkway 

Extend their New Year Greetings 
to their family, all members of the Center 
and friends. 



MR. and MRS. 






THE 


CHARLES WUNDERLICH 


YOUNG MARRIED GROUP 


715 St. Marks Avenue 




OF THE 






BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 


MR. and MRS. 






• 


MAX ZANKEL 






AND FAMILY 




THE EDITORIAL BOARD 


1561 Carroll Street 




OF 






THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 






CENTER REVIEW 


THE 








YOUNG FOLKS LEAGUE 


Louis J. Gribetz, Chairman 


of the 




Joseph Goldberg Joseph Kaye 






Israel H. Levinthal Manuel Saltzman 


BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 


Mordecai H. Lewittes William I. Siegcl 


WE EXTEND OUR NEW YEAR'S GREETING TO ALL RELATIVES AND 


FRIENDS, AND WISH THAT THE COMING YEAR WILL BRING THEM 


GOOD HEALTH AND PROSPERITY. 


Mr. and Mrs. SIMON ABRAHAM 


Mr. and Mrs. HARRY BUCHMAN 


Mr. and Mrs. ABRAHAM GINSBURG 


AND FAMILY 


65 5 Montgomery Street 


576 Eastern Parkway 


1626 Carroll Street 








Mr. and Mrs. ALEX BERNSTEIN 


Mr. and Mrs. NATHAN DVORKIN 








MR. CHARLES GOELL 


AND FAMILY 


AND FAMILY 




1503 President Street 










Mr. and Mrs. CHARLES FINE 


Mrs. JACOB GOELL 


Dr. and Mrs. LOUIS BLUMENFELD 


919 Park Place 




221 Brooklyn Avenue 














Mr. and Mrs. MARK J. GOELL 




Mr. and Mrs. MAX FORTUNOFF 


Mr. and Mrs. HENRY BREIER 






AND SONS 




561 Livonia Avenue 




75 5 Ocean Avenue 








Mr. and Mrs. FRANK BRODIE 


Mr. and Mrs. HENRY FROELICH 


Mr. DAVID M. GOLD 


295 Montgomery Street 


751 St. Marks Avenue 


165 East 19th Street 



Mr. and Mrs. ABE G. GOLDBERG 




Mr. HARRY JACKSON 


AND FAMILY 


Mr. and Mrs. ISIDOR GREEN 


2969 Perry Avenue 


201 Eastern Parkw ay 


502 Crown Street 


Bronx, N. Y. 


Mr. and Mrs. HARRY GOLDEN 






AND CHILDREN 


Mr. MAR 1 IN uKJahlN 


Mr. HYMAN JASPER 




1119 Foster Avenue 


50 East 21st Street 


Mr. and Mrs. JEROME DIAMOND 






1524 President Street 








Mr. ana Mrs. luuij ^JtvJc,r.i>(riE,LiJ 


A/Tr T A A/fTTVT TT A PT A "NT 

Mr. dJCInJAMHN JVArLAIN 


Mr. and Mrs. MARTIN M. GOLDMAN 


422 Crown Street 


1632 Carroll Street 


763 Eastern Parkway 






Mr. and Mrs. AARON GOTTLIEB 


ivir. ana ivixs. j a^ujj o. oivjciiinoi 


Dr and Mr< DAVTTl KT TPFT? <JTFTT\T 


1601 Carroll Street 


1338 Carroll Street 


920 Montgomery Street 


Mr. and Airs. lolUVJxv i 


Mr. and Mrs. JOSEPH HOROWITZ 


Mr. and Mrs. LEO KAUFMANN 


AND FAMILY 






25 Eastern Parkway 


AND FAMILY 


1459 President Street 




639 Eastern Parkway 


THE SEASON'S GREETINGS TO ALL OUR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS. 


MAY THE NEW YEAR BEGIN AN ERA OF BROTHERHOOD AND 




PROSPERITY FOR THE WORLD. 




KLEBANOW AUTO EQUIPMENT 


Mr. and Mrs. SIDNEY J. LIPSON 


Dr. and Mrs. LOUIS S. NELSON 


1402 Bedford Avenue 


BARBARA and BARRY 


AND FAMILY 




881 Washington Avenue 


1315 President Street 


Mr. and Mrs. OSCAR KURSHAN 






AND FAMILY 


Mr. and Mrs. AKIBA MARGOLIN 






AND FAMILY 


Mr. and Mrs. LOUIS J. ORLOFF 


583 Crown Street 






1254 Union Street 




Mr. and Mrs. ALEX. LEFKOWITZ 


and Baltimore, Md. 


Mr. and Mrs. PHILIP PALEVSKY 


515 Crown Street 


Mr. and Mrs. BENJAMIN MARKOWE 


1166 Eastern Parkway 




AND DAUGHTERS 




Mr. and Mrs. BENJAMIN Z. LEVITT 


510 Lenox Road 


Mrs. FRANCES PRINCE 


AND FAMILY 




and sons 


30 Ocean Parkway 


Mr. and Mrs. JACK MAX 


284 Eastern Parkway 




527 Linden Boulevard 




Mrs. MARGARET LEVY 






and Sheldon 


Mr. and Mrs. MORRIS NEINKEN 


Mr. and Mrs. HYMAN RACHMIL 


11 Ludlam Place 


543 Crown Street 


1056 President Street 



Mr. and Mrs. STEPHEN REY 
and family 

3 52 Crown Street 



Mr. and Mrs. I. JEROME RIKER 
320 East 72nd Street 
New York City 



Mr. and Mrs. LOUIS RIVKIN 
102 5 St. Johns Place 

Mr. and Mrs. MURRAY ROSEN 
486 Brooklyn Avenue 



Mrs. HARRIS SALIT 
Hotel Granada 

Dr. and Mrs. NORMAN SMITH 
1324 Carroll Street 

Mr. and Mrs. ISIDOR STARK 
37 Amherst Street 

Mr. and Mrs. JOSEPH STARK 
Hotel Granada 

Mr. and Mrs. SAMUEL STARK 
122-20 Ocean Promenade 
Rockaway Park, L. I. 



Mr. and Mrs. MORRIS STIFTEL 

480 MONTGOMIRY STRLET 

Judge and Mrs. NATHAN SWEEDLER 
194 Crown Street 

Mr. and Mrs. BARNETT TANENBAUM 

Mr. and Mrs. BENJAMIN WEISER 
34 5 Montgomery Street 

Mr. and Mrs. MORRIS D. WENDER 

JERRY, ARTHUR, TOPPY 
and RONNIE JANE 



MAY THE NEW YEAR BRING PEACE TO ISRAEL AND ALL ITS 
NEIGHBORS, AND BESTOW HAPPINESS AND GOOD HEALTH 
ON ALL OUR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS. 



Mr. and Mrs. I. WIENER 
and family 
68 Sterling Street 

Mr. and Mrs. BENJAMIN H. WISNER 
760 Montgomery Street 

Mr. and Mrs. ALBERT WITTY 
and family 
41 Duane Place 
Lynbrook, I. I. 

Mr. and Mrs. HARRY ZIRINSKY 
5 50 Crown Street 



ALPERT PRESS 

Printers of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 
138 LIVINGSTON STREET 

Brooklyn 2, N. Y. 



The 



CORDIAL QREETINGS 
for a 

HAPPY ?iEW YEAR 
from 

LEON HYMAN, Director 
of 

BOULEVARD 

Funeral Parlors, Inc. 



SLocum 6 - 73 00 



374 Empire Boulevard 



Forum Season 

1950 - 1951 

Lectures will be given on the 1st and 3rd Monday evenings 
throughout the season. 

First Lecture, Monday, November 20 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

FAMOUS ORATOR AND ZIONIST LEADER 



The Best Speakers Appear on the Brooklyn Jewish Center Forum 



Jumch&vn. mud Ja&hwtL Show 

Tendered by 

SISTERHOOD 

Wednesday, November 1, 1950 

12:30 o'clock 



Subscription $5.75 
Including Gratuities 



Make your reservations with 


Beatrice 


Schaeffcr, Chairman, P Resident 


3 - 2744, 


or Mary Kahn, Co-chairman, 


SLoeum 


6 - 1-088. 





WjwiboMJhipL Serial 

SUCCOTH FESTIVAL 



THURSDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 28th 
Eight o'clock 

An interesting program of entertainment 
is being arranged 



Center Members Are Cordially Invited 



NEWS OF 

(Continued from page 14) 
immediate payment of them, in one case 
giving the advertiser five days in which 
to reject the ad, else making himself re- 
sponsible for its use. "These shocking 
practices have outraged not only Jewish 
advertisers but also non-Jews who have 
called our member newspapers to express 
their resentment," the statement says. 
<r 

The California State Board of Educa- 
tion was asked to take immediate action 
to eliminate racial and religious discrimi- 
nation in the admission policy of com- 
mercial training schools. 

The request was made by the California 
Federation for Civic Unity in a letter to 
Roy Simpson, State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. The letter charged 
that "discrimination has been reported 
and confirmed on several instances, espe- 
cially where veterans have been involved." 

•a- 

The charge that Jews are running the 
United States was voiced here by Gerald 
L. K. Smith, leader of the anti-Semitic 
Christian Nationalist Crusade, addressing 
a meeting of about 1J00 persons in Los 
Angeles. 

He also mentioned the article published 
recently by the Chicago Tribune against 
Henry Morgenthau, Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Felix Frankfurter and Senator Her- 
bert Lehman but failed to say that the 
editors of the paper apologized to repre- 
sentatives of Jewish organizations for the 
anti-Jewish insinuations which the article 
contained. 

Plans urging legislation guaranteeing 
equal employment opportunity regardless 
of race, color, or creed to all Americans 
were adopted by both the Republican and 
Democratic State Central Comittoes at 
their party conventions in Sacramento, 
Calif. The Democrats adopted a plank 
calling outright for F. E. P. C. legisla- 
tion by the California legislature, with a 
commission and the necessary enforce- 
ment machinery. 

The Republicans adopted a plank read- 
ing: "No principle of this republic is 
more basic than insuring the equality of 
all individuals in their right to live, to 
be free to work, to own property and to 
pursue happiness. Equal opportunity in 
these matters must always be guaranteed 
all individuals regardless of race, religion, 
color, or place of birth. We urge favor- 



HE MONTH 

able enactment of legislature to this end." 

Israel, along with 18 other countries, 
took part in the "International Earth 
Ceremony" held in Los Angeles. The 
noted cellist, Gregor Piatigorsky, repre- 
sented Israel. As a gesture of world 
peace, soil from the 19 participating 
countries was blended with American soil. 
A tree will later be planted in the blended 
soil. 

The two-week strike of clothing and 
shoe storekeepers in Israel in protest 
against the new ordinance ordering 
drastic rationing of the scarce commodi- 
ties in order to save on foreign currency 
has ended. 

The Knesset ended its summer session 
after approving at a second reading a bill 
to float a popular loan for 12,000,000 
pounds. Earlier, Finance Minister Eliezer 
Kaplan received parliament's authority to 
float another loan for J, 000,000 pounds. 



"HEBREW MELODY" NATHAN 

(Continued from page 12) 
always called "Hebrew Melody Nathan," 
was extremely prolific, his books and 
compositions filling some twelve pages in 
the British Museum Catalogue. He 
wrote a treatise on voice training, oper- 
atic music, pianoforte and miscellaneous 
works. But in spite of his continuous 
energy he fell into financial difficulties 
and was imprisoned for debt. On release, 
however, he maintained his debonair 
ways. Once, to defend a lady's name, 
he fought a duel, in which he was 
slightly wounded. Again, once more for 
a lady's name, he assaulted a certain Lord 
Langford, was brought to court, and 
acquitted. 

Nathan died in Sydney in 1864, as the 
result of a street car accident. He was 
buried in a non- Jewish cemetery, but his 
tombstone has a Hebrew inscription. In 
his lifetime he had gained a continental 
as well as a British reputation. He was 
the musical historian of George IV. In 
Italy his prestige was high, the Italians 
considering him the foremost English 
composer. In Rome, at his death, a Latin 
poem honored his memory. 



THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

(Continued from page 8) 

expression in the council of organizations. 

Community action would be contin- 
gent upon agreement by both councils. 
Where differences would emerge, these 
would be reconciled by conference and 
compromise, as happens in the two houses 
of the American Congress. 

Community councils of this type 
would find it possible to consider and take 
action on the central, and not merely the 
peripheral elements of Jewish life. With 
the passing of time, the religio-cultural- 
ethnic character of Jewish peoplehood 
would become increasingly accepted in 
practice, and not merely in theory, as is 
now generally the case. It would then 
be possible to simplify the community 
organization and utilize it with even 
greater effectiveness, in order to enhance 
the religious vitality and cultural creativ- 
ity of American Jewry, which constitute 
its only true reason for being. 

NETURE! KARTA 

(Continued from page 9) 
How unfriendly the world must look 
to such people can be gauged by the re- 
luctance with which they accepted, for 
the convenience of outsiders only, the 
European system of counting time. 
Among themselves they prefer to disre- 
gard this "innovation" and to maintain 
the outdated Middle Eastern system of 
two different groups of hours within 
every day, whose length is fixed by divid- 
ing the day and night separately into 
twelve equal parts. 

Other problems occupying the atten- 
tion of these latter-day saints include: 
Bare legs on cinema posters advertising 
"Red Shoes," the film about ballet, called 
for covering the figures with tar; Yeshiva 
students reject the signing of an agree- 
ment of their teachers with a local sick 
fund for their care, since these institu- 
tions are Zionist; four Shochetim were 
"excommunicated" and fowl slaughtered 
by them "declared Treifa" because they 
accepted city salaries and thereby "rec- 
ognized the rule of the state of Israel"; 
and, if a local story is to be believed, 
Neturei Karta men came to Tel Aviv to 
pray for the purification of the sea which, 
they had heard, had been polluted by the 
presence of so many Godless people using 
it as a solution of this city's sewage 
problem. 
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IF PRESENT plans are realized, a Na- 
tional Planning Conference will be 
held in Washington soon to adopt 
plans for a billion dollar campaign to help 
Israel in its present financial crisis. 

The plans for the campaign were 
originally formulated at the emergency 
conference in Jerusalem attended by 
American Jewish leaders at the invitation 
of Ben Gurion. A four-point program 
was agreed upon, calling for the strength- 
ening of the United Jewish Appeal, en- 
couragement of capital investments in 
Israel, support of an Israel bond issue, if 
the Government of Israel decides to float 
such an issue, and direct aid to Israel by 
the United States through bank loans 
and other means. 

This aid is necessary if Israel is to carry 
out its program of caring, within the next 
three years, of 600,000 Jewish refugees 
from such pressure areas as Poland, Rou- 
mania, Iraq, Iran and North Africa. 

This is a colossal undertaking without 
parallel in the history of fund-raising, and 
entailing much sacrifice on the part of 
Jews in this country. It will require in- 
spiring leadership and a sincere devotion 
beyond any previous effort. In saying 
this we should also bear in mind that the 
Jews in Israel have borne the brunt of 
the enormous expense of immigration. 
The estimated costs of absorbing the 
3 J 0,000 immigrants who came to Israel 
in the last 26 months amounted to 320 
million dollars. Of this amount only 
120 million dollars was raised abroad, 
while the remainder — about two-thirds — 
was supplied by Israelis. When one com- 
pares their contributions with that of the 
millions of comfortably situated Jews re- 
siding outside of Israel, we realize that 
it is the Jews of Israel who know what 
real sacrifice means. 

The grave danger to the success of this 
stupendous project is the lack of unity 
among the various groups in this country 



and the unfortunate splitting of the polit- 
ical forces in Israel proper. Is it too 
much to expect that these political fac- 
tions should submerge their ideologies, at 
least temporarily, for the sake of Israel's 
survival? And is it too much to expect 
that Jewish leadership in this country 
should set aside present differences and 
create a united force to assure the eco- 
nomic stability of the infant State? 

-J. G. 



JEWISH BOOK MONTH 

THE current month has been set aside 
as Jewish Education Month. Nothing 
is more vital in developing a vigorous 
American Judaism than adequate Jewish 
education. 

It is good to read of the progress in 
education noted by the American Asso- 
ciation for Jewish Education. Contrary 
to the prevailing opinion, the figures of 
the Association show that the number of 
children attending Jewish schools in- 
creases from year to year. At present, 
2 J 5,000 children are receiving education 
in various types of Jewish schools 
throughout the country. However, half 
of these children are enrolled in Sunday 
schools where instruction is limited to 
two or three hours a week. 

An adequate program of Jewish edu- 
cation should include: 

1. A Jewish education for every Jew- 
ish child. 

2. Abandonment of the Sunday school 
in favor of more intensive training. Ex- 
cept perhaps for the primary grades, the 
child must attend more than once a week 
in order to obtain adequate Jewish school- 
ing. (Even the Reform Synagogues have 
recently shown dissatisfaction with the 
present Sunday school type of education.) 

3. Extension of the educational lad- 
der to include the high school years. Bar 
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Mitzvah must not be the end-all and be- 
all of Jewish education. 

4. More adequate physical facilities 
for our schools. 

5. Better facilities for the training of 
professional teachers and administrators. 

6. Greater financial and moral pub- 
lic support for Jewish education. 

Lip service is not enough. Jewish edu- 
cation needs and deserves our whole- 
hearted support so that indeed we can 
say v'talmud torah k'negeel kulam! 

— M. H. L. 

30 YEARS OF SISTERHOOD 

CVERYONE in the Center who has 
^ watched the steady growth and splen- 
did achievements of the Sisterhood will 
be happy to join in felicitating its officers 
and members upon its thirtieth anniver- 
sary, which it recently celebrated. 

Our Sisterhood was organized immedi- 
ately after our Center came into exist- 
ence, and has played a notable role in 
the progress of our institution. It was 
a unique type of Sisterhood, different 
from nearly every other congregational 
women's organization. Its function was 
not to raise funds for the Center but to 
develop Jewish cultural and spiritual 
ideals and promote a healthy communal 
spirit. The results are evident in the 
number of splendid leaders it has pro- 
duced who are playing an active part in 
Jewish communal affairs. 

Our Sisterhood was always fortunate in 
its presidents and the present incumbent, 
Mrs. Morton Klinghoffer, is carrying for- 
ward with remarkable skill, energy and 
talent the high ideals of her predecessors. 

Our hearty Mazel Tov to the officers, 
directors and members of the Sisterhood, 
and our fervent prayers that it may go 
from strength to strength to lustre and 
blessedness to our institution and the 
community. — I H. L. 
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"JUST BETWEEN OURSELVES'' 

An Intimate Chat Between Rabbi and Reader 



A HEBREW SPEAKING CHILDREN'S CAMP 



I WANT to share with you a very in' 
teresting and enriching experience I 
enjoyed during the past summer. Mrs. 
Levinthal and I have been spending our 
vacations — for almost thirty years — at 
children's camps. We like the freedom 
and the naturalness of those surroundings, 
and we love to be in the company of 
youth — it keeps one young in spirit. 

But this summer a special treat was in 
store for us. The camp to which we 
have been going lately, Camp Tabor, in 
the beautiful Pocono region of northern 
Pennsylvania, was taken over by the 
Philadelphia Branch of the United Syna- 
gogue of America as a Hebrew speaking 
camp, to be known as Camp Ramah. A 
small group of loyal and devoted Phila- 
delphian Jews, who realized the tre- 
mendous possibilities of such a project, 
advanced the necessary funds and guar- 
anteed the financial future of the camp. 
The educational supervision was placed in 
the hands of the Teachers' Institute of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America. 

• 

It was a daring venture, especially so 
since the transfer of the property was not 
effectuated until March, when most par- 
ents had already made their camp com- 
mitments. And yet, so great was the 
appeal of Camp Ramah, that within a 
few weeks more than 200 boys and girls 
enrolled. These formed a select group, 
for to be accepted as a camper, a child 
had to have at least three years Hebrew 
school training. 

What fine children these were, and 
what an interest they displayed in acquir- 
ing the facility to speak in the Hebrew 
tongue! It was natural for them to do 
so, because the entire environment was a 
Hebrew one. The waiters at the table, 
the counselors, the nurse and the physi- 
cian, as well as the director, all spoke 
Hebrew. The announcements on the loud 
speaker were in Hebrew — and the intro- 



ductory word, Haksfrivu, attention, as 
well as the closing exhortation of every 
announcement Dabru Ivrit, speak He- 
brew, impressed themselves upon the 
mind of every camper. Parents cannot 
begin to realize how quickly and easily 
a child can master a language in an en- 
vironment where that language is the 
spoken one. 

There were also classes for Hebrew in- 
struction four or five times a week, so 
that the children would not forget what 
they had learned, but be prepared for 
greater progress during the coming 
months at school. 

Ramah was fortunate in the selection 
of its director, head counselors and coun- 
selors, all chosen because of their experi- 
ence in the field of education and in camp 
supervision. 

• 

Let not the reader get the impression 
that study was the only camp activity. 
All the sports sponsored by the best of 
camps were indulged in, and the coun- 
selors were as proficient in swimming, on 
the baseball field, or in the other sports 
as they were in speaking Hebrew. 

And how ingenious the campers were! 
The circus and the masquerade, which 
are so standardized in most camps, were 
unique here in the imaginativeness and 
creativeness displayed by the children. 
Scenes from Jewish history and folk-lore 
were cleverly utilized. The dramatic per- 
formances were equally excellent, under 
the artistic supervision of a member of 
the Habimah, plays were enacted with a 
perfection that captivated all the specta- 
tors. 

The Camp was particularly successful 
in making religious observance beautiful 
and meaningful. Never can I forget the 
impressive and touching observance of 
the Tishah b'Ab service, how it was 
dramatized, yet maintained the traditional 
aspect, so that the campers — young and 
old — felt the deeper meaning of their peo- 



ple's tragedy of the past and their hope 
for the future. The Sabbath services at 
which the campers were the Hazanim, 
the preachers and the readers of the 
Torah, were not something imposed upon 
the children, but so inspiring and beau- 
tiful that the children felt the true joy 
of the Sabbath. And that joy came to a 
climax on Friday nights in the ecstatic 
dances — Israeli and Chassidic — that went 
on for hours. 

• 

One of the unique features of Camp 
Ramah was the Leaders Training Fellow- 
ship. One of the great problems that 
face all camps is that of the adolescent 
boy or girl. Most children, when they 
reach their fourteenth or fifteenth year 
refuse to go to camp, feeling that they 
have outgrown camp life. Ramah had 
a group of more than 50 boys and girls, 
of high school and college age, members 
of the National Leaders Training Fellow- 
ship, who combined a vacation of out- 
door and sport life with a fine, intensive 
Hebrew cultural training. What a privi- 
lege it was for this group to have a per- 
sonality of the type of Professor Hillel 
Bavli, one of the great Hebrew poets of 
our day, and Professor of Hebrew Litera- 
ture at the Jewish Theological Seminary 
of America, as their guide in their He- 
brew studies. His courses in the Prophets 
and in the poetry of Bialik, which he 
gave to this group, must have inspired 
these young men and women with a new 
understanding and a new appreciation of 
the beauty inherent in this sacred and 
classic literature of our people. 

Many of our people have been pessi- 
mistic about the possibility of winning 
the Jewish youth of America to a love 
of Jewish culture, Jewish values and Jew- 
ish ideals. A visit to Camp Ramah would 
instantly dispel all such pessimism. I am 
convinced that if we could have a few 
score such camps throughout the country 
we could develop a generation of lay 
leaders who would assure a Jewish life of 
intelligence, dignity and creativity that 
would be a source of blessedness to our 
faith and our people. 
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THE LAND OF U EIN DAVAR" 



IT WAS a wonderfully calm summer 
evening when our El-Al plane gently 
glided into Lydda's Airport. In the 
west the horizon beyond the sand dunes 
was burningly aglow. Yet, typical of the 
region, the sun disappeared with a baffling 
rapidity, leaving the heavens still and un- 
believably vast. And I suddenly under- 
stood why the Talmudic sages advised 
their students only to peruse the Apoc- 
rypha during the twilight period. For 
there, at Lydda, I witnessed for the first 
time the swift transition from day to 
night (which has its counterpart in the 
brevity of the morning twilight) , a phe- 
nomenon common to the Middle East. 

How this shaft of information popped 
into consciousness upon my arrival in 
Israel I do not know. Never before had 
I bothered about the alleged unholiness 
of the Apocrypha — but that's Israel: it 
shatters your normal thinking mechan- 
isms; it leads you into alleys of memory 
long forgotten or rather anxiously 
avoided; it furnishes you with knowledge 
far above the familiar glib propaganda. 

A man used to travelling, I believed 
that I would arrive calmly, even in a 
slightly cynical mood. But suddenly 
tears were streaming down my cheeks. 
Untouched I had stopped at a dozen air- 
ports in a dozen foreign countries — but 
this time I stared at the khaki-clad pass- 
port official as though I had never seen 
this type of clerk before. (Later, how- 
ever, I recalled his accent and realized 
that he was a Viennese Jew like myself.) 
• 

The next morning I had to reassure 
myself, again and again, that the bustling 
street, the white buildings gleaming in 
the sunlight, the exotic flowers and palm 
trees, was not a Fata Morgana, a mirage 
that might vanish any moment. Perhaps 
my incredulity was due to my past. To 
be frank, before the Anschluss of 1938, 
few of us Viennese thought of Palestine 
as anything more than a beautiful legend. 
I recall how a distinguished Austrian 
Zionist leader ended his lecture: "And in 

the not so distant future when we " 

He obviously wanted to add: "When we 
shall live in our Jewish state," but he was 
interrupted by a chorus of gay cynics, 
"When we shall meet again in the Cafe 
X," referring to a popular rendezvous of 
Zionists in Vienna. 

Yet even that staunch believer in a 
Jewish state, who perished in a Nazi death 



camp, would have been overwhelmed by 
the greatness of Israel. His teacher, 
Theodor Herzl, could not imagine that 
Hebrew might ever become a living 
tongue — "Who amongst us has a suffi- 
cient acquaintance with Hebrew to ask 
for a railway ticket in that language?" 
Remembering this, I once boldly pro- 
ceeded to a ticket office (at the Jerusa- 
lem station) and asked for a fare in my 
halting tourist-Ivrith. Needless to say, 
I felt quite relieved when I got exactly 
what I wanted! 

Speaking of railroads, they are part of 
the ness, or miracle, that is Israel. Now, 
I do not claim that it was the Israelis who 
built the local railroad system; it actu- 
ally goes back to the old days of Turkish 
rule. Yet it was heavily damaged dur- 
ing the War of Liberation, and when, a 
few months ago, train service was re- 
stored in most sections, everybody was 
very proud of this accomplishment. Still, 
I made the joyous discovery that the 
Israelis are healthy enough to jest even 
about a ness. At least a dozen railroad 
jokes circulate among the population. 
One, which is harmless enough, refers to 
the Tel Aviv-Haifa railway which, be- 
cause of the division of the country, now 
runs right alongside the Arab town of 
Tulkarm; local jokers suggest that the 
carriages ought to have a notice reading: 
"Bewakkasha, please do not lean out of 
the state." More ironic is the reference 
to a sign, supposed to read: "Bewakkasha, 
do not pick flowers while the train is in 
motion." Yet when a passenger once 
complained about the proverbial slowness 
of the Israeli trains, he was immediately 
rebuked by the conductor, a stern sabra 
girl: "I'm very glad that it takes such 
a long time to travel through our coun- 
try. It makes me feel that our state is 
much larger than it actually is!" 

A new line is planned to run parallel 
with the old one, yet far enough away 
from the frontier. And with more fuel 
and better engines the speed of the Israeli 
trains will increase. Yet I cannot help 
dwelling upon the aforementioned impa- 
tient passenger. He can't have been an 



A Moving Account of One 
Visitor's Impression of Israel 



By ALFRED WERNER 

Israeli. For while an Israeli may jest 
about shortcomings (and there are 
many) , he accepts tsena and all inher- 
ent difficulties with heroic equanimity. 
Therefore, I assume that this unpleasant 
passenger was a foreigner. 

Was it, perhaps, Arthur Koestler, who, 
far from thinking that Israel was a ness, 
broadcast that it was a "freak phenom- 
enon"? (A wise Jerusalemite explained 
to me Koestler's arrogance by likening 
him to the "rasha" in the Passover Hag- 
gadah who, referring to the Jews, never 
says "We" but always "They.") Well, 
forty years ago the brilliant Koestlers, 
with their pessimism and aloofness, would 
have laughed at the mad idea of building 
a metropolis on the sand dunes north of 
Jaffa, let alone establishing a modern, in- 
dependent state. Similarly, the Irgun, 
strenuously extolled by the author of 
"Thieves in the Night," could not have 
held the country together for a whole 
week with its Fascist concoction of ter- 
orism and bravado. What made Israel 
work, and what will help it to overcome 
its present economic woes, is the unique 
spirit of its untiring, indefatigable peo- 
ple, that peculiar mixture of unworldly 
messianism with very realistic matter-of- 
factness, as expressed in that all- 
embracing phrase, Ein Davar, which is 
heard everywhere. 

"The hotels are bad? Ein Davar, it 
doesn't matter. We'll fix them shortly. 
The taxi drivers are fresh? Ein Davar, 
we'll gradually teach them to be polite 
to tourists. Our girls are slovenly? Ein 
Davar, they'll gradually get used to 
combs. They may eventually even use 
lipstick. . . ." 

The week I entered Israel several Amer- 
ican and South African businessmen hap- 
pened to fly in too. In less than twelve 
hours they condemned almost everything 
between Dan and Beer-Sheba. They were 
as optimistic about Israel as a wise old 
uncle is cheerful about his no-good 
nephew. But when I happened to run 
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into these gentlemen four or five weeks 
later, they seemed to have thrown pes- 
simism, together with wisdom, out of the 
window. In fact, they sang as happily 
as a barbers' quartet: "Israel bankrupt? 
Nonsense, it'll get foreign loans. Israel 
without raw materials? Ein Davar, the 
Weizmann Institute will create them out 
of the thin air. Israel lacking water? 
Why, those lovable maniacs will divert 
the Nile River, or the Euphrates, to irri- 
gate the Emek!" 

• 

And yet, this "realistic messianism," 
invigorating and intoxicating though it 
is, has its dangers. For there are mo- 
ments when it threatens to lose contact 
with reality. Let's suppose that it was 
a ness which allowed the Yishuv to rout 
the armies of five Arab states — you can't 
rely on a miracle to recur whenever there 
is need for one. There are certain basic 
facts that cannot be brushed off with an 
optimistic Ein Davar. For instance, it 
hurts me deeply to mention the flourish- 
ing of a vast black market in Israel, and 
to state that, apparently, Adon X and 
Gveret Y don't feel they can do anything 
about the wholesale smuggling. Also, I 
have heard the man in the street com- 
plain about the recent increase of favor- 
itism within the ruling Mapai party and 
the omnipotent Histadrut. This deplor- 
able nepotism has given mediocrities more 
important jobs than a small impecunious 
state like Israel can afford. There was 
some angry talk, too, about the shlichim 
— individuals who, under the pretense of 
doing important work for a governmental 
department or national organization, go 
abroad to live the life of Riley in Rome, 
Paris, or New York, while Adon X and 
Gveret Y are forbidden to leave Israel. 
And I saw myself how religion has been 
degraded and abused by political parties 
to achieve entirely secular aims. . . . 

Coming back to the U. S. A. after a 
two-months' study trip I felt depressed, 
having seen the dangers that threaten to 
engulf and bury the little republic, so 
dear to every Jew. Then I comforted 
myself, realizing that many young states 
had to have their Valley Forge. Besides, 
few of these had the advantage that Is- 
rael has. What about Israel's socialized 
medicine, the nursery schools, the child 
care system, the political maturity of the 
masses which is reminiscent of the politi- 
cal alertness of the French underground? 



And the eagerness for literature, music, 
theatre, and the fine arts displayed by the 
average citizen, a desire which even the 
dreadful lack of calories cannot stifle? 
These are Israel's coals, its iron deposits, 
its diamonds. 

Do I seem rhetorical? Well, this is 
one of the many inexplicable facts about 
that puzzling patch of land which turns 
cold businessmen, tired and cynical jour- 
nalists, even Machiavellian diplomats into 
orators proclaiming its virtues. During 
my stay there I met at least one stubborn 
Balaam who, at the psychological mo- 
ment, was unable to utter anything but 
words of praise. He was a hard-boiled 
representative of a certain Swiss firm, a 
non-Jewish business expert who had gone 
to Tel Aviv to investigate the possibility 
of establishing a branch of his firm in 
that city. He confessed that, without 
being an outspoken anti-Semite, he had 
no particular love for Jews. He had not 
bothered to visit a single kibbutz. Ex- 
cept for Tel Aviv, he knew only the 



BENJAMIN A. COHEN, who bears the 
mouth-filling title of Assistant Sec- 
retary-General of the United Nations De- 
partment of Public Information, is often 
confused with Benjamin V. Cohen of the 
United States' U.N. delegation. 

The two Cohens, who are constantly 
tripping over each other's feet, are per- 
haps the best known of the Jewish per- 
sonalities who labor, either as delegates 
or as secretariat officials, for the cause of 
world peace with the United Nations. 

Smiling "Chile Ben" Cohen has easily 
the most frenetic assignment. He has 
earned the designation "Chile" Ben on 
the reasonable ground that he comes from 
Chile and it conveniently distinguishes 
him from the other Cohen. A large, 
bland, gravel-voiced individual, Chile Ben 
is the world organization's combination 
of Grover Whalen and Steve Hannegan, 
that is, chief handshaker and press agent. 

The department he heads is staffed by 
over 400 people of 43 nationalities. This 
is what it does every day: It runs a full- 
fledged "city room" to cover and record 
every item of U.N. news, both at Lake 



Lydda Airport. He held up whatever 
inefficiency and inexperience he came 
across to the light of the completely capi- 
talistic states. Yet even he could not 
help being impressed by the people he 
encountered, by Israel's will to live by, 
its democratic spirit that, as he expressed 
it, "will revolutionize the entire Middle 
East." 

I wished I could have shown him Beer- 
Sheba, that desert city which is coming 
to life after a two-thousand years' sleep. 
Along the dusty and still rather uncom- 
fortable road there are endless rows of 
eucalyptus which the Arabs call "ard il- 
Yahud," or The Jews' Tree. For the 
Jews were the first to plant these won- 
derful trees all over the country. Along 
the road to Beer-Sheba they are still a 
few inches high, but, Ein Davar, in 
twenty years they will be tall and shade- 
giving. Also, the road will then be equal 
to the best macadams of Switzerland and 
the U. S. A. Just give Israel and its 
tree a little time! 



Success and wherever else meetings are 
held, for the benefit of the world's press. 
It prepares radio broadcasts that go out 
to every area of the globe in 22 to 30 
languages. It cuts records for distribu- 
tion the world over. It produces news- 
reels and documentaries, both radio and 
film, composes and distributes film-strips, 
publishes a weekly newspaper in three 
languages, countless pamphlets, digests 
and full-length volumes, and operates 
U.N. information centers in more than a 
dozen countries. 

Chile Ben, both of whose parents 
stemmed from refugee families driven by 
persecution from Lithuania and Poland, 
and who became in turn a linguist, jour- 
nalist, professor and one of Chile's top 
diplomats, was the organizer and builder 
of this huge public information machine, 
having been called to do the job when 
the U.N. was in its formative stage. To- 
day, with the machine functioning as 
smoothly as is humanly possible, Cohen 
sandwiches the chore of running it in- 
between speeches and the vast variety of 
publicity-getting enterprises a press agent 
is responsible for. 



THE OTHER COHEN 

By David Wesley 
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The Past is Relived in 
Events of Our Times 

CAIN AND ABEL TODAY 



Following is the text of the ser- 
mon prcacfod by Dr. Levinthal on 
Kosh Hashanah. 

AS WE look upon the world scene 
today I am reminded of a strik- 
ing sentence which Heinrich 
Heine wrote in a moment of depression 
and anguish: "My dear, I have a tooth- 
ache in my heart." We too can say that 
we have the intense pain of a toothache 
in our hearts. 

The special prayer which the High 
Priest offered in behalf of the inhabitants 
of the low-lands of Sharon when he en- 
tered the Holy of Holies on the Day of 
Atonement has a new meaning for us in 
these days of the atomic bomb: shelo 
ye'osu botehem kivrehem, "May their 
homes not become their graves!" 

After the bloody war to establish a 
one world and universal peace, we have 
been plunged into battle again. For five 
years we had been living on top of a 
volcano; now the volcano has erupted, 
and once more the nations are called upon 
to sacrifice their sons to Moloch. With 
the prophet Jeremiah (4:23) we may 
cry, "I look out on the earth and lo, 
tofm vo'vofm, "all is chaos and con- 
fusion!" 

• 

What is the deeper meaning of this 
conflict? It is well to consider this ques- 
tion on Rosh Hashanah, which marks the 
anniversary of the world's creation. 
B'tisfne nivro ho-olom, "It was in the 
month of Tishre that the world was cre- 
ated," our Rabbis tell us. We are still 
engaged in the process of creation, in 
fashioning a world fit to live in. On this 
anniversary of the world's birth, let us 
see what is the wrong with it, what prog- 
ress, if any, we have made in all the ages 
of our existence. 

In the field of mechanics and tech- 
nology, in unraveling the mysteries of 
the physical world, we have made great 
progress. We have mastered space and 
time. But, alas, in human relationships 
we seem to have remained where we were 
at the dawn of history. 

Will Durant, the well-known philoso- 
pher, has put this thought in apt words: 
"What we call progress is perhaps mere 
superficial change; a succession of fash- 
ions in dress, transportation, government, 
psychology . . . automobiles and pants 
are not progress; they are change; they 
are new ways of doing old things; new 



errors in the vain attempt to under- 
stand eternal mysteries. Underneath these 
varying phenomena the essence remains 
the same; the man who uses the steam 
shovel and the electric drill, the tractor 
and the tank, the adding machine and 
the machine gun, the aeroplane and the 
bomb, is the same sort of man as those 
who used wooden ploughs, flint knives, 
log wheels, bows and arrows. . . . The 
tool differs, the end is the same; the scale 
is faster, the purpose as crude and selfish, 
as stupid and contradictory, as murder- 
ous and suicidal, as in prehistoric or an- 
cient days; everything has progressed 
except man!" ("On the Meaning of 
Life.") 

How true Durant's words are can be 
seen from a tale which the Bible records 
at the very beginning of world history — 
the story of Cain and Abel, the two sons 
of Adam and Eve. These two men had 
the whole world for themselves, and yet 
they could not get along. "And Cain 
spoke unto Abel his brother; and it came 
to pass when they were in the field, that 
Cain rose up against Abel his brother, 
and slew him." (Genesis 4:18.) What 
a strange tale, and how modern it sounds! 
Ages have passed since the days of Cain 
and Abel, but man has not changed. 

Our Rabbis elaborate upon this story 
(Genesis Rabbah 22:16). Al mah hoyu 
medaiyonim, "What was the cause of 
their quarrel?" they ask; and we have 
two explanations. Omru bo'u v'nachalok 
es ho'olom, "They said, come let us divide 
the world between us." One tradition 
has it that they agreed that one should 
take all the land, and the other all the 
personal, the movable, property. But 
soon a quarrel arose. One said: "The 
land on which you stand belongs to me," 
and the other said: "The garments that 
cover your body belong to me." And 
thus, while arguing, Cain suddenly leapt 
on Abel and killed him. 

Rabbi Joshua, in the name of Rabbi 
Levi, invoked another tradition. Cain 
and Abel divided the entire world be- 
tween them, each taking a half of the 



RABBI ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 

earth, and a half of all that was on the 
earth. And this was their dispute: Cain 
said, Bitcfmmi yiboneh hatnikdosh, "In 
my sphere will the holy Temple be 
built!" And Abel said, Bitclmmi yiboneh 
hamikdosh, "In my sphere will the holy 
Temple be built." And as they argued, 
Cain jumped upon Abel and slew him. 

What depth of meaning these ancient 
sages reveal in portraying the world be- 
fore us! 

• 

We had hoped for and dreamed of One 
World. But we soon saw that this was 
not to be. We found the world divided 
— one half in the T'cfmm, in the sphere 
of the Communists, and the other half 
in the T'c/mm, in the province of the 
democracies. One would imagine that 
now, the world having been divided, we 
could have peace. But, alas, how mis- 
taken we were. The dispute that has 
followed is the same that led Cain and 
Abel to fratricide. Both traditions go to 
the essence of the quarrel. Each party 
has a claim upon what the other pos- 
sesses. But instead of discussing the jus- 
tice of these claims, instead of making — 
as we had hoped — the United Nations the 
peaceful arbiter of these contrary de- 
mands, what do we find? Again, with- 
out warning, Cain attacks his brother — 
the North Koreans plunge their swords 
into the hearts of their own brothers. 
And not only South Korea, but so many 
other peoples are now threatened by the 
Communist forces who keep repeating 
the words of Cain: "The land on which 
you stand belongs to me!" Happily, 
Abel, today, is not alone. Almost all the 
countries of the world have risen to 
thwart this attempt of the modern coun- 
terpart of Cain to make force and aggres- 
sion the deciding factor in the destiny of 
nations. 

The Biblical text goes even further. 
The verse begins with the words: "And 
Cain said to Abel his brother . . ." but 
it does not record what he said. The 
Gaon of Wilna has a beautiful comment 
on this sentence: This is exactly what 
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he said, Ochiv, He is bis brother I And 
while proclaiming his brotherly feelings, 
vctyokom Cayin, Cain jumped upon Abel, 
his brother, and killed him. How well 
these words describe the tragedy that be- 
gan with the entrance of the troops of 
North Korea into the land of their 
brothers in South Korea! 

And the second tradition probes even 
deeper into the analysis of the world trag- 
edy. Both sides claim — "in my sphere, 
under my aegis, will the Temple of man's 
salvation be established!" The democ- 
racies assert that under their influence 
alone can the Temple of man's hopes be 
built, and the Communist governments 
make the same assertion. B'socb kach, 
while thus arguing, the forces of Com- 
munism, emulating Cain, thought that 
they could settle the matter by conquer- 
ing the democracies through the might 
of the sword, and thus establish the Tem- 
ple of man's salvation under their banner. 
• 

But the old story in the Bible empha- 
sizes this cardinal truth — the Temple of 
Holiness can never be established through 
force and bloodshed. Not with the curse 
of Cain can man's salvation come. Our 
tradition tells us that King David could 
not build the Temple because his hands 
were stained with blood (I Kings 8:18; 
I Chronicles 22:8). Iron, according to 
the Torah, could not be used for the erec- 
tion of the altar because the weapon of 
war cannot be used in fashioning the altar 
of peace. (Mechilta to Exodus 20:22.) 
The Temple of man's hope and salvation 
will be built in the T'chum, in the prov- 
ince of those who will offer most to prove 
real brotherliness among men, who will 
show the willingness to help and to up- 
lift the fallen and downtrodden and to 
establish liberty and democracy among all 
the peoples of the world. 

To quote from a recent editorial in the 
New York Times: "We may look to the 
immediate future with sad hearts. How 
much more cause for rejoicing there 
would be if the dispute between the two 
main systems of human society could be 
settled according to which could do the 
most for its citizens (and, I would add, 
also for the peoples of the world) — which 
could house its people best, feed them 
best, make the best use of their energies 
and their initiative, raise them to the 
highest levels of intelligence, enable them 
to live most happily and freely." That 



is the only way to prove which will be 
the febnm, the sphere of the world in 
which the Temple of man's hopes and 
aspirations will be built. 

We know that America and the United 
Nations did not want war. America 
weeps at the thought of sacrificing her 
sons on the battle-field. The Rabbis tell 
us that when father Abraham, about 
whom we read in the Torah lesson of this 
festival, was asked by God to sacrifice his 
son Isaac, God found him ready to per- 
form the sacrifice B'chol Lev, with all 
his heart, even though tears flowed from 
his eyes and he was shaken with grief. 
With a similar sadness and grief (Genesis 
Rabbah, 5 6:11), we in America hear 
again the call of our country to send our 
sons to the battle-field; but like Abraham 
we will respond to this call and answer 
the challenge of aggression b'clml lev, 
with all our hearts. Defeat for America 
and the United Nations is unthinkable. 
It would mean the spread of the flames 
of war into a world conflagration. It 
would mean the end of whatever hopes 
and dreams we had that the United Na- 
tions would become the guardian and 
preserver of world peace. 

As to the outcome of the war, we are 



THE infant mortality rate in Israel was 
the fourth-lowest in the world until 
two years ago. Last year, however, with 
the arrival of many ill and weak children 
mainly from Yemen, it jumped suddenly 
to nearly thrice the usual rate and is only 
now falling again. Women immigrants 
get free care at all infant welfare centres 
for the first year after arrival in order 
to convince them of the usefulness of 
these institutions, and to teach them the 
elements of modern child-care. It also 
takes time to get immigrants from Orien- 
tal countries used to the idea that babies 
should be born in hospitals rather than 
in hovels. Some of them acquired dis- 
trust of hospitals after hearing that chil- 
dren often died there — usually after hav- 
ing been transferred too late through the 
ignorance of the parents. 

Immigrants from the Yemen are very 
often afflicted with trachoma and worms, 
and by excessive timidity in the presence 
of doctors. Blood had to be flown from 
Israel to the Aden transit camps to save 
thousands emaciated by tropical malaria 



confident. We know that though it will 
mean much suffering and heavy sacri- 
fices, victory will come to America and 
the United Nations. But the question 
that should concern us is — what about 
after the victory? Unless the democ- 
racies will learn the lesson which our 
Bible and our tradition emphasize, we 
shall not have peace, but only the illu- 
sion of peace that followed the last war. 

Communism has this apparent advan- 
tage: like Cain, it appeals to the op- 
pressed peoples under the mask of brother- 
hood. It lures them with the hope of 
bread — economic freedom, which they so 
sorely need. The tragedy of democracy is 
that while it hates war and hesitates to 
use force, it fails to impress the peoples 
of the world with the essence of democ- 
racy. The democracies speak to them of 
political freedom, of the dignity of man 
— but these are distant luxuries to the 
man who is starving. The democracies 
must prove to these suffering masses, not 
only by precept but by example, that 
democracy also implies economic free- 
dom, freedom from all imperialism and 
colonialism, and freedom from social 
bondage. 

(Continued on page 23) 



contracted on their trek through the pes- 
tilent low-lands along the Red Sea coast. 
When a wave of immigration required 
special attention, established localities 
often had to be temporarily denied the 
services of their best physicians until the 
crisis was over. 

Many of the oriental immigrants are 
weakened by customary malnutrition, 
which is not easy to cure since it takes 
them much time to grow accustomed to 
our more balanced, but very different, 
diet. But things are improving, although 
sanitary conditions in new settlements are 
often far from satisfactory and are 
troublesome to the devoted Ministry of 
Welfare instructresses and to delegates 
of various women's organizations. In- 
struction in hygiene is given also in 
thrice-weekly broadcasts in all required 
languages. 

The Yemenite tuberculosis rate is 6-8 
per thousand, or double the world average. 
This is the most common serious illness 
among all immigrants, comprising one- 
third of cases requiring hospitalization. 



IMMIGRATION INCREASES ISRAELI HEALTH PROBLEMS 
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THERE can be no greater tribute of 
words to the memory of Field Mar- 
shal Jan Christiaan Smuts, than to 
apply to him the ancient Hebrew aphor- 
ism, "zadikei umot ha-olam," the right- 
eous among the nations of the world. 
Whenever men spoke of him he was re- 
ferred to as "the world's elder statesman," 
and he truly personified the best in our 
civilization. He was the first world citi- 
zen, and it was his vision that helped 
shape the League of Nations and later the 
United Nations, just as he had fathered 
the Union of South Africa and the Brit- 
ish Commonwealth of Nations. His life- 
time was filled with significant political, 
military, scientific, philosophical and lit- 
erary accomplishments that transcended 
the bounds of his own South Africa. 

For the Jewish people the memory of 
this great man is especially precious be- 
cause of his inestimable devotion to the 
cause of Zion under all conditions. At a 
time when those who worked for this 
ideal were looked upon as dreamers, Smuts 
had the unshakable faith that the com- 
ing generation would witness the estab- 
lishment of the Jewish State. His was 
the privilege to help a dream unfold into 
reality, and he was still Prime Minister 
of the Union of South Africa when the 
independence of Israel was proclaimed. 
His government was among the first to 
recognize the new State of Israel. The 
Jews of South Africa always found in 
him a loyal friend. 

• 

Throughout his life Smuts was an 
assiduous reader of the Bible. Already in 
his youth he was imbued with a deep re- 
ligious feeling. Later the lofty poetry of 
the Scriptures appealed to his literary 
tastes. He read the Old Testament over 
and over again because the heroes of an- 
cient Israel satisfied his religious cravings. 
He said that the Biblical characters had 
attracted because, as Heine expressed it, 
"The Greeks were only beautiful youths, 
but the Jews were always men, strong 
unyielding men." Until his last days 
Smuts continued reading the Old Testa- 
ment. "The older I get," he explained, 
"the more of a Hebraist I become. They 
knew God, those old Jews. They under- 
stood the needs of the soul. There is no 
literature like the Psalms. Then comes 
Isaiah. I put the Bible above Shakespeare, 
who has to me the deficiency of being 
without religion." 



In the Death of Jan Christiaan Smuts 
the World Lost a Great Citizen 
and the Jetvs a Benefactor 

A FRIEND PASSES 



The Old Testament aroused in him a 
liking for Jews. He felt a special love 
for the hills and valleys of Israel because 
of the Bible, and became infused with its 
spirit of justice, human brotherhood and 
universal peace. 

Jan Christiaan Smuts was born on a 
farm near Capetown on May 24, 1870, 
of Dutch and French Huguenot parents. 
This Boer farm boy, upon his graduation 
from a South African college, won a 
scholarship to study law at Cambridge 
University. He thereupon left the veldt 
of South Africa and sailed for England. 
While studying at Cambridge, Smuts be- 
came interested in the poetry of Walt 
Whitman, about whom he wrote an essay 
entitled, "A Study in the Evolution of 
Personality." Smuts was interested in 
science, botany and agriculture, and years 
later he was honored by various scientific 
bodies throughout the world for his 
botanical discoveries. 

After a remarkable academic career at 
Cambridge, Smuts practiced law at Cape- 
town. He soon joined the ranks of "Oom 
Paul" Kruger and was appointed State 
Attorney for the Transvaal. As a com- 
mander of cavalry in the Boer War, Smuts 
rendered distinguished service, and upon 
the declaration of peace he devoted his 
energies to the reconstruction of his 
country. Twice he became Prime Min- 
ister of South Africa, and during his 
terms of office he endeavored to alleviate 
the racial antagonisms with which his 
country is beset and he employed all his 
talents to curb the growth of narrow 
nationalism. 

During several campaigns in the First 
World War, General Smuts demonstrated 
his prowess and brilliant military strategy. 
Colonel Josiah Wedgewood, who also 
showed himself a true friend of the Zion- 
ist cause, was an officer under Smuts in 
the successful campaign against German 
East Africa. Deserving of mention is the 
fact that the campaign in Palestine under 
General Allenby received full assistance 
in organization from General Smuts. He 



By OSCAR HERSCHMAN 

was offered a seat in the British War Cab- 
inet during the First World War upon 
the recommendation of Mr. Lloyd George. 
As a member of this Cabinet, Smuts 
worked out the plans for the British uni- 
fied air service, which became the Royal 
Air Force (R.A.F.). 

Smuts was the author of the book, 
"The League of Nations: A Practical 
Suggestion," which met the approval of 
President Wilson and Premier Lloyd 
George, and formed the basis for the 
Covenant of the League. At a reception 
that was tendered for the late British 
Chief Rabbi Hertz in Johannesburg, Gen- 
eral Smuts, after discussing the signifi- 
cance of the Jewish National Home in 
Palestine, said, "The most noble expres- 
sion of the idea of the League of Nations 
was given almost three thousand years 
ago, although the prophet Isaiah did not 
mention the League, nor did he see 
Geneva. But perhaps Geneva is only the 
halfway house to Jerusalem." 

• 

Almost as soon as General Smuts had 
arrived in England to attend the Imperial 
War Conference during the First World 
War, it was destined, as he himself said, 
that fate should link his fortunes with 
that of the Jewish people. He foresaw 
that a solution of the Zionist question 
might be brought about as an outcome 
of that war. He frequently consulted 
with Dr. Chaim Weizmann, Dr. Nahum 
Sokolow, Vladimir Jabotinsky and other 
Zionist leaders, and then discussed the 
plans for the Jewish National Home with 
Mr. Lloyd George and Lord Arthur James 
Balfour. Lloyd George and Smuts col- 
laborated with Balfour in the British 
Cabinet when the Balfour Declaration 
was issued. 

Dr. Weizmann, in his autobiography, 
"Trial and Error," describes his first 
meeting with General Smuts during those 
memorable days prior to the issuance of 
the Balfour Declaration. "A sort of 
warmth of understanding radiated from 
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him," he writes, "and he assured me 
heartily that something would be done 
in connection with Palestine and the Jew- 
ish people. He put many searching ques- 
tions to me, and tried to find out how 
sincerely I believed in the actual possi- 
bilities. He treated the problem with 
eager interest, one might say with 
affection." 

On the significance of the Balfour 
Declaration Smuts expressed himself as 
follows, "One of the great objects we 
fought for in the war was to provide a 
National Home for the Jewish people. 
We shall stand for a National Home for 
the Jews and look upon that as an act 
of national reparation which will rank 
as one of the historic achievements in the 
world. The Balfour Declaration has be- 
come the foundation of a great policy of 
international justice. The greatest, most 
ancient historic wrong has at last been 
undone, and the prophesies of the restora- 
tion enshrined in the world's greatest 
poetry have come true." 

Time and again Smuts affirmed his 
strong determination to support Jewish 
rights, and particularly Jewish rights in 
Palestine. On several occasions he re- 
iterated that his aid to the Jewish people 
in their efforts for the establishment of 
the Jewish National Homeland had been 
the justification of his life. The Jews of 
South Africa held him in the highest 
esteem and affection. Early in his career 
when Smuts spoke on behalf of "Het 
Volk," the political party he had helped 
to found, he extended an open welcome 
to Boers, Jews and Britons. At that time 
he said, "Nothing in the whole bloody 
history of the human race compares with 
the history of the Jewish people. Our 
love for our own people must be extended 
to other peoples and other countries. I 
do not know of any other people on earth 
who, from their own love and bitter and 
sorrowful experience, is more able to 
teach us that than the Jewish people. 
The Russian Jews who have come to this 
country intend to make it their home; 
they always have been and will continue 
to be welcomed by us." 

When the Nationalist government 
came into power on a previous occasion 
in South Africa, it proceeded to enact 
anti-immigration legislation which was 
most vigorously opposed and attacked by 
General Smuts. When finally in 1931 a 



Quota Bill was about to be passed in the 
South African Parliament, it was only 
through the intercession of Smuts that a 
provision was made allowing women and 
children overseas to join their husbands 
and fathers already settled in South 
Africa. 

Smuts appeared on Zionist platforms 
in South Africa on numerous occasions. 
The Zionist Federation of South Africa 
always found in him a devoted and loyal 
friend. He joined with the Jewish citi- 
zens of South Africa to protest the Brit- 
ish actions in Palestine. He was happy 
to participate in the gala celebration ar- 
ranged by the Jewish Community of 
Johannesburg when the State of Israel 
was founded. 

When injustice was done to the Jew- 
ish people, Smuts always reacted signifi- 
cantly. When the infamous Passfield 
White Paper was issued, Smuts was so 
angered that he sent a cable from South 
Africa to the British Government con- 

HOW MY COUSIN 

I HAVE a cousin 90 years of age living 
in Switzerland near Zurich. He had 
been a wealthy textile merchant in Ber- 
lin before the Nazi plague. Because he 
was so rich and respected, the Nazis 
spared his life and graciously granted him 
an exit permit to Switzerland — after he 
had transferred his fortune to them in 
return for the passport. Not a pfennig 
was left to him. Switzerland gave him 
an entry visa after his only daughter and 
her husband in London had given the 
necessary guarantees, to provide for him 
in Switzerland. 

Because of the British monetary ex- 
change the old gentleman was reduced to 
the barest minimum for food and shelter 
and was forced to take up an agency for 
a textile firm. But he constantly ran 
into financial difficulties and was forced 
to borrow small amounts for some essen- 
tial expenses. 

Once his shoes were in a deplorable 
condition and his purse was completely 
empty. It happened that he was invited 
for dinner by a friend, a Zurich million- 
aire, and between the soup and the main 
course he diplomatically exposed his shoe 
soles to his host. The host looked sympa- 
thetically at the riddled shoes and said: 
"Why don't you write to your daughter 
in London? Perhaps she hasn't the slight- 



demning "our present Palestine policy, 
which marks retreat from Balfour Dec- 
laration." In this famous cable he went 
on to say, "Declaration was definite 
promise to Jewish world that policy of 
National Home would be actively prose- 
cuted and was intended to rally power- 
ful Jewish influence for Allied cause at 
darkest hour of war. As such it was 
approved by Governments of the United 
States and other Allies and accepted in 
good faith by British Government. It 
represents debt of honor which must be 
discharged in full at all costs. Circum- 
stances of original Declaration were far 
too solemn to permit of any wavering 
now. I would most solemnly urge Gov- 
ernment statement should be issued that 
terms of Balfour Declaration will be 
carried out in good faith, and Govern- 
ment's Palestine policy be recast ac- 
cordingly." 

At the time when America was cele- 
brating the tenth anniversary of the 

SOLED HIS SHOES 

est idea of the plight you are in." 
"Thank you ever so much for your kind 
advice," my cousin answered smiling, "I 
have her address." 

A few days later he was sitting in the 
park with another friend, who had just 
inherited a large sum from a relative in 
New York. (Such things happen in other 
people's lives, never in your own.) A 
sudden impulse urged my cousin to try 
his luck once more. His companion 
listened, looked at the shoe soles and said: 
"You know, old friend, the best thing 
for you would be to go into an old folks 
home. There they would take care jof 
you." "Thanks for your kind advice," my 
cousin answered, "that is certainly a good 
idea." 

At night, alone in his small room, my 
cousin pondered his defeats and re- 
proached himself for having so little 
understanding of human nature at the 
age of 90. He was so angry at himself 
that he could not sleep. At two A.M. 
he got up and jotted down a sketch de- 
scribing the two experiences. The next 
day the sketch was accepted by a Zurich 
paper and he received a fee of 40 francs, 
more than double the sum he needed to 
repair his shoes. 

How interesting to read about such 
incidents! — Dr. Ernst Warschauer. 
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League of Nations, Smuts was invited to 
participate. He arrived in this country 
in January, 1930, and traveled through 
the United States and Canada. The great- 
est universities in both countries con- 
ferred honorary degrees upon him. Soon 
after his arrival in New York he had 
conferences with various Zionist leaders 
and a public reception was arranged in 
his honor on January 17, 1930. At this 
gathering Smuts delivered a masterful ad- 
dress in which he reaffirmed his belief in 
the final complete realization of the Zion- 
ist aspirations. Smuts expressed the hope 
and confidence that the Jewish people 
would continue doing their utmost for 
Palestine. Looking at the audience who 
came to pay him tribute, he said that he 
was convinced that the coming genera- 
tion would see the successful and com- 
plete establishment of the Jewish Na- 
tional Home in Palestine. He told this 
gathering that Jewish immigration into 
Palestine was to be free and unrestricted, 
and that he looked forward to the Jews 
becoming a majority in that country. 
• 

In 1939, the Hertzog government fell 
on the issue of neutrality, and Smuts once 
again became Prime Minister of the 
Union of South Africa. Smuts, with the 
help of his United Party, formed a new 
government which lasted until May 26, 
1948. Under his leadership his country 
rendered valuable service to the Allied 
cause during World War II. Smuts be- 
came a Field Marshal in the British Army 
in 1941. In 1945 he traveled to San 
Francisco where he played a prominent 
role in organizing the United Nations and 
then wrote the inspired preamble to the 
Charter of the United Nations. The 
smaller nations of the world found an 
able champion in Smuts, who endeavored 
to safeguard their interests in this new 
world organization. While in San Fran- 
cisco, he conferred with outstanding rep- 
resentatives of Jewish organizations on 
the Palestine issue and other Jewish 
problems. 

Dr. Weizmann wrote in his autobiog- 
raphy, "We were attracted by the idea 
of a visit to the country of Smuts, who 
had played such a noble part in the first 
stages of our movement, and whose gen- 
erous interest had and has continued un- 
abated." When Dr. and Mrs. Weizmann 
visited South Africa, Smuts received 
them most warmly and treated them as 



old trusted friends. In an address deliv- 
ered in Johannesburg, Smuts said that the 
Jewish people were fortunate in having 
such an outstanding leader and statesman 
as Dr. Chaim Weizmann, who, in his 
opinion, was the greatest leader since 
Moses. 

Last May this Elder Statesman cele- 
brated his 80th birthday and was hon- 
ored by the whole world. 

Field Marshal Jan Christiaan Smuts 
passed away at his farm near Pretoria, 
South Africa, on the eve of the Jewish 
New Year, on September 11, 1950. 
Heartfelt grief was felt by his many 
friends and admirers throughout the civ- 
ilized world, and particularly in the Brit- 
ish Commonwealth of Nations and 
Israel, as well as by Jews everywhere. 
Truly expressive of the feelings of Jews 
was the cable of condolence which the 



Knesset of Israel sent to his widow and 
family, and to the government and peo- 
ple of South Africa, "Israel deplores the 
loss of a great friend of long standing 
since the Balfour Declaration, in whose 
shaping he participated. Until his last 
day he remained faithful to the vision of 
the Jewish people's return homeward. We 
are gratified by his friendship and help. 
His name is engraved on Israel's map in 
the settlement of 'Ramat Yochanan,' as 
well as in the hearts of all our people." 

Field Marshal Jan Christiaan Smuts 
was truly the first citizen of the world. 
As for the Zionist cause and the Jewish 
people, many have been their friends, but 
few have endeared themselves more genu- 
inely than Marshal Smuts. He has be- 
come a great and beloved personality in 
Jewish history. 



A LETTER TO 

AS A Christian, a Protestant, I wish 
to express my admiration for the 
superior way in which the Jews of Amer- 
ica have responded to the problem of 
helping the victims of Nazi destruction. 
I am convinced that so whole-hearted an 
effort cannot be ascribed to racial loy- 
alties alone. Rather it must be because 
of an innate hatred of tyranny, a love of 
freedom that demands that it be shared 
by all. I should like to cite a case with 
which I became familiar as a teacher in 
Erie, Pennsylvania. 

A young girl of eighteen and her 
younger sister, whose parents had been 
lost in Hitler's ovens, came to Erie where 
arrangements had been made by the local 
Jewish welfare agencies for them to work 
for a family for their room and board. 
The older sister was intensely interested 
in furthering her education so an arrange- 
ment was made whereby the older girl 
would work as housekeeper during the 
day while her sister went to school, then, 
after the evening meal, she would go to 
night school while her younger sister 
would take over the job of putting the 
children in the home to bed. 

So while doing a full day's work, she 
worked furiously at her books at night. 
Within one year she had passed all the 
subjects required for high-school gradu- 
ation, and passed them with very high 
grades. She applied for entrance to Peo- 
ples Hospital at Akron, Ohio, and was 
accepted as a candidate in the Nurse's 



HE REVIEW 

Training Course. Because she had been 
helping to put her sister through high 
school her funds were low. When she 
left, gloriously happy, to take up her 
training as a nurse, she had just enough 
money to purchase the required uniforms, 
and to meet other necessary expenses. 
Figured out to the penny, she found she 
would have just fifty cents a week for 
herself over the three-year training 
period. But she went ahead, confident 
that she would make her dream come 
true. And she's doing it. Her record 
has been phenomenal. Her grades have 
been almost entirely straight "A's." Her 
spirit and attitude toward her work have 
been such that, at the recent "capping" 
ceremonies, the Superintendent of Nurses, 
Mrs. Fishbaugh, announced that she 
would like the privilege of putting on 
this girl's cap herself, an unprecedented 
action that showed the high esteem in 
which this girl was held by her superiors. 

Within a short time she will be a grad- 
uate nurse with a record that few have 
achieved in Peoples Hospital. She is 
studying her American history and gov- 
ernment, for she hopes within a short 
time to become a full-fledged citizen of 
this land that has given her the things 
she only dreamed of before. 

So you who have given to help this 
girl and many like her can feel a real 
glow of pride in her accomplishment. 
Wilmot F. Collins, Instructor, 
Erie Veterans' School, Erie, Penn. 
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The Story of a Philosopher Whose Own 
Autobiography Dominated His Life 

THE REMARKABLE 
MORRIS RAPHAEL COHEN 



THERE is a Hebrew saying that it 
is a mitzvah for a son to publish 
posthumously the writings of his 
father. Dr. Felix S. Cohen has however 
not been animated by filial piety alone in 
issuing unpublished and uncollected writ- 
ings of his father, the late Professor Mor- 
ris Raphael Cohen, but because there was 
enduring worth in them. About half a 
dozen of Cohen's works have been pub- 
lished since his death on January 2 5, 1947 
— in fact more than were published by 
him (without collaboration) on philo- 
sophical subjects during his lifetime. The 
two that are of more immediate interest 
to his fellow Jews are his autobiography, 
"A Dreamer's Journey," and "Reflections 
of a Wondering Jew." 

There must however be a brief consid- 
eration of Cohen's mental capacities, 
philosophic contributions and intellectual 
tendencies before his writings about 
Jews and Jewish culture can be fully 
understood. He has left the best analysis 
of his own personality and of his faculties 
in his autobiography. Indeed he has often 
been as severe with himself as he was in 
his judgments on the works of others. 
He would probably never have welcomed 
the fulsome and extravagant laudation 
that it has been fashionable to heap upon 
him since his death. If he knew his 
strong points he was aware of his limita- 
tions, and no idle vanity prevented him 
from dwelling upon them. In fact he 
underestimated himself. 

• 

How Cohen, the poor immigrant boy, 
became a national figure in education and 
philosophy, both as a lecturer and a 
writer, and won the friendship of many 
notables, among them Justice Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, is a fascinating story. 
He came to America in 1892, at the age 
of twelve, with his mother, his father 
having preceded him. He was educated 
in the public schools and at the College 
of the City of New York, where he spent 
five years from 1895 to 1900. He taught 
for a year in a public school and in 1902 
began his association with the City Col- 
lege. There he first taught mathematics, 
then philosophy till his retirement in 
1938. He took courses as a graduate stu- 
dent at Columbia and Harvard during his 
early teaching period, and he also studied 
law for awhile. He was married in 1906 
to Mary Ryshpan, who proved a good 
helpmate, and he suffered from poverty 



in the early days of his marriage. He 
tells with justifiable pride of his labors 
as editor, writer and lecturer, and men- 
tions the honors he received in his later 
years. One of the greatest thrills he re- 
ceived was when he was asked to lecture 
at Harvard in 1938 and gave a course 
in metaphysics. He never ceased learning 
and developing. He made up for defects 
in his strictly scientific and philosophic 
training by taking an interest late in life 
in art and belles-lettres. He modestly 
tells how he came to learn from the poet 
Edwin Arlington Robinson, and from 
others whom he met at the McDowell 
and Yaddo colonies, that the enjoyment 
of nature is motivated by art, that artists 
teach people to see and hear. He even 
realized that he had led a one-sided in- 
tellectual life and sought to make up for 
it. For a brief spell he wrote some good 
literary criticisms; in 1939 he reviewed 
Bernard Smith's "Forces in American 
Criticism," and pointed out weaknesses 
in the Marxian approach to literature. 

The aesthetic side of Cohen was, as 
it were, partly frozen, and like John 
Stuart Mill he became an intellectual ma- 
chine. Logic and reason displaced inter- 
est in beauty or artistic portrayal of emo- 
tions and even character portrayals. As 
a boy he read Yiddish classics, including 
fiction, and the novels of Hugo and 
Dumas. As a student in college he took 
courses that embraced the usual English 
classics. The fact is, he was not im- 
mersed in poetry, fiction, drama or even 
literary criticism though he tried to write 
about the latter. Naturally he missed a 
side of literary culture that was bound 
to affect his thinking and might have 
helped his style, good even though ab- 
stract. He realized when he finished his 
first book, "Reason and Nature," that 
he had omitted consideration of the ir- 
rational forces that make for human 
frailty and oppose reason in our conduct 
and thinking, and he contemplated a 
sequel which never came. In short, the 
very theme of literature, the drives of 



By ALBERT MORDELL 

passion that influence human conduct 
were left out. Of course he never men- 
tioned sex in his autobiography. He tells 
us he went to one movie in his life, and 
that was in connection with a portrayal 
of Einstein's relativity, in which he had 
a part. His literary taste ran against a 
pathetic subject like that dealt with in 
Hardy's "Jude the Obscure." He would 
not stomach a Zola novel. But though 
he tells us he did get to read Tennyson, 
and though he quotes lines from other 
poets and does refer occasionally to a 
great writer, many of the literary classics 
seemed closed to him. In an essay on 
Heine he lets the poet severely alone. 
He does better with Dante. In his day, 
Ibsen and Brandes were influential, but 
they seem not to have concerned him, 
and instead of Balzac and Stendhal it 
was Dumas and Hugo that he thought of. 
Unlike philosophers like Santayana and 
James, belles-lettres appealed to him in 
a limited manner. He was like the math- 
ematician who asked was "Paradise Lost" 
proved. 

• 

He himself tells us he never had the 
sustained energy or exuberant fancy to 
indulge in long flights of creative writ- 
ing. He was capable however of intro- 
spective writing but reserved it for his 
diary. He was puritan and ascetic though 
he did not approve of puritanic or ascetic 
philosophies. A book on sex undoubtedly 
shocked him. The Jew in him made him 
hostile to portrayals of men indulging in 
wickedness or crime, yet he wanted to be 
a writer depicting emotions. He tells us 
that since his adolescent years, and espe- 
cially since the death of his father in 
1934, and of his mother two years later, 
his autobiography, which emphasizes his 
contempt for a practical sense, was upper- 
most in his mind. He wrote: "Some- 
times I would cross-examine myself, 'If 
some Spirit were to stop you and say 
"What would you care to do most of 
all?" what would you say?' " and the 
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answer was "My autobiography." Well, 
he wrote his autobiography but he be- 
came ill in 1942 and died in 1947, leav- 
ing us a monumental work. It is not in 
the class with Rousseau but rather with 
Mill. 

What stands out from his valuable ac- 
count of a young man's education in the 
nineties and his career as a teacher is the 
fact that his ambition finally developed 
into a preference for writing imaginative 
literature to Philosophical works, and a 
realization that such a goal seemed be- 
yond him. Writing his autobiography 
became the favorite diversion of his later 
years, and he told his son he had a burn- 
ing desire to tell the Odyssey of a gen- 
eration of Jews in which he would pay 
tribute to his parents and tell of their 
struggles here and his own, and to de- 
scribe the life in Russia. He was about 
fifty-five when the passion for telling 
such a story arose in him, and he had to 
tell it under the handicap he felt of being 
unable to write imaginative literature. 
The Muse, he once wrote in his diary, 
had deprived him of the power of song. 
It is rather strange that this great phi- 
losopher came to believe that creating lit- 
erature was more important than writing 
philosophy. He seemed to prefer to be 
known by this autobiography. In jus- 
tice to himself he turned out to be a 
better imaginative writer than he sus- 
pected. He sought to emulate the writers 
of a vast literature dealing with the 
struggles of immigrants in America, 
books like Mary Antin's "The Promised 
Land" and Abraham Cahan's novel "The 
Rise of David Levinsky." He also de- 
sired to do what has been done much 
better by Yiddish writers in America who 
were describing life in the old country, 
writers like Leon Kobrin in "A Lithu- 
anian Village," or A. S. Sachs in "Worlds 
That Passed," which had been translated 
into English. He created a worthy com- 
panion to these works. 

This is not the place to dwell at length 
on Cohen's achievements as a philosopher 
or a teacher. His accomplishments in the 
latter capacity have been attested to by 
former pupils, some of whom have be- 
come notable. His was not an original 
mind. He has himself told us what his 
aims were. He sought not to inculcate 
any new set of doctrines but to enable 



his students to attain intellectual inde- 
pendence and to think philosophically. 
This led to his challenging extremely 
modern views that his more radical stu- 
dents embraced, such as psychoanalysis, 
economic determinism and the theory of 
evolution in-so-far as it built up a false 
philosophy of progress. Yet it is most 
likely that his future reputation will rest 
on his philosophical books. Appraisal of 
his contribution and services in the phil- 
osophical realm must be undertaken only 



by those who could match him in learn- 
ing. While he essayed at times to be a 
literary critic he was preeminently the 
logician. His most readable work for the 
general non- Jewish public is his "Faith 
of a Liberal." Here we have the bold 
Cohen who did not scruple to write an 
article called "The Dark Side of Reli- 
gion" where he virtually follows the same 
lines as Lecky and Draper, Ingersoll and 
Joseph McCabe. 

But it is on the Jewish portion of his 



SEVEN STARS OVER THE SEVEN SEAS 

By M. Y. BEN - GAVRIEL 



TODAY, just over two years since the 
establishment of our State, Israel 
has 80,000 tons of merchant ship- 
ping. This figure, small though it is, is 
by no means inconsiderable in relation to 
the size of our population and country. 
The story of our merchant marine since 
the founding of the State has received 
some measure of publicity, but its origins 
and development are less well known. 
They go back to about 1920, and they 
furnish an interesting tale of repeated at- 
tempts and failures, some of them gal- 
lant indeed, until success was finally 
achieved. 

It was in 1920 that a Jew living in 
Jaffa bought a small ship, which he 
named "Hechalutz," with the intention 
of trading along the coast. However, he 
had not the slightest idea of seafaring, 
and within a few months the vessel 
struck against the rocks off Jaffa and 
sank. Six years later, a group of Ameri- 
can Jews purchased a large vessel, the 
"President Arthur," and conceived the 
daring idea of entering into competition 
with the big American lines. But the 
"President Arthur" made one single voy- 
age, and the company quickly dissolved. 

In 1933 two Jewish businessmen named 
Farbstein and Tuvim decided to compete 
with the old-established Egyptian and 
Greek companies and set up a Palestine- 
Egypt-Cyprus freight line. As might 
have been expected, this attempt ended 
with their vessel, the "Carmel," being put 
out of business by the foreign lines, which 
had more capital and experience. That 
same year a Palestinian Jew, by the name 
of Grebkov, bought a 200-ton steamer in 
Denmark. The ship sailed from there to 
England, where she took on cargo for 
Greece. On her way out from England, 



however, the ship disappeared, together 
with her captain, owner and four-man 
crew, leaving no trace behind her. This 
mystery of the ocean remains unsolved 
to this day; but Grebkov's mother, who 
lives in Israel, still hopes that her son will 
one day reappear. 

Although by 1934 foreign imports to 
Palestine averaged 4.5 tons per capita of 
population, there was still no Jewish ship- 
ping. The next attempt to compete with 
the ships of twenty-two foreign countries 
which were then frequenting Palestine's 
ports — they aggregated over a million 
tons — was made in the same year by a 
German-Jewish group, which employed 
two ships for the purpose. This attempt 
failed too, mainly because the population 
and the Zionist authorities did not appre- 
ciate the importance of Jewish shipping, 
preferring the easier course of using the 
available foreign vessels, and because none 
of the pioneers in this field possessed sea- 
faring experience. Nevertheless, despite 
the successive failures, a Rumanian Jew 
called Berkowitz, in 1934, tried to in- 
augurate a Haifa-Constanza line. But he 
had no better luck than his predecessors. 
One of his ships, the "Har Hacarmel," 
caught fire and was destroyed in the port 
of Constanza, while the other, the "Har 
Zion," struck a mine during the World 
War and sank with its entire crew of 
eighteen. 

The first profitable attempt by a real 
shipping firm was undertaken by the Ger- 
man-Jewish company of Borchard and 
Barnet, which operated a line plying be- 
tween Haifa and the ports of Egypt, 
Cyprus, Turkey, Bulgaria and Rumania, 
with the freight steamers " 'Atid" (7,000 
(Continued on page 23) 
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"A Dreamer's Journey" that one loves to 
dwell. It is so human at times, so poig- 
nant. Take this one line "Nevermore 
will I hear my mother read the Tzenou 
Vreiioxi" It almost draws tears from 
thousands of emancipated American Jews 
who recall how their own mothers pored 
over the legends in this work and be- 
lieved every fable in it — women who 
were pious and never wavered in their 
trust in the God of Israel despite their 
sufferings. The chapters that stand out 
to all Jews are the first six and the pro- 
logue, in which he tells about his early 
boyhood in Neshwies, a town near 
Kletzk, Russia. (He was born in Minsk 
in 1880.) His account of his life and 
that of his parents in Brownsville bring 
in notes familiar to many Jews. Like 
other immigrant Jewish youths, he be- 
came a socialist and broke away from his 
parents' influence. There was the inevi- 
table clash which, however, never led to 
any loss of reverence for or break with 
them. While the chapters dealing with 
his achievements are valuable — in fact a 
history of American education and phi- 
losophy — it is book seven, entitled "Jew- 
ish Social Studies and American Phi- 
losophy," that holds more immediate 
interest for the Jew. The chapters are 
entitled "Religion," "The Jewish Heri- 
tage in America," "The Piety of an 
Agnostic," and "Jewish Social Studies: 
A Contribution to America." He was a 
factor in founding an organization which 
was one of the crowning achievements of 
his life, though not all had faith in its 
method or success in solving the problem 
of anti-Semitism. This was the Confer- 
ence of Jewish Relations, established in 
1933. It published several works and, 
through Cohen, began the periodical "So- 
cial Studies" in January, 1939. During 
four years he published in it some of his 
more important reviews of books on Jew- 
ish subjects. It might be thought that 
it was only with the advent of Hitler 
that Cohen took an interest in Jews. On 
the contrary, back in 1928 and 1929, 
alongside of Dr. Chaim Tchernowitz (as 
he then was known) he sought, as Chair- 
man of the Talmudic Library, to issue a 
Talmudic encyclopedia. The apathy of 
his fellow Jews prevented realization of 
the project. One likes the following 
comment by a "pious agnostic" — as he 
calls himself — admirer and disciple of 
atheistic Bertrand Russell: "The Talmud 



had been my first teacher. Now the Tal- 
mud was in low estate, and it would have 
been gratifying to repay it in the only 
coin a teacher values." 

The chapter, "The Jewish Heritage in 
America," shows how deep a Jew he was 
— more so than some who pay lip service 
to the orthodox articles of faith. He 
admires the trait of Jews in valuing 
scholarship: "It seems to me that this 
Jewish tradition, under which you find 
scholars among shoemakers, is worth pre- 
serving." While he is fencing with dif- 
ficulties about Zionism, some of which 
have since been solved, he is ready to 
confess he never lost a childhood love for 
the land which was the cradle of the 
Jewish people. He was wrong in think- 
ing Zionism was in opposition to liberal- 
ism and toleration, but he was right in 
stressing the intellectual contributions of 
Jews to American democracy and cosmo- 
politan culture, and he himself was one 
of those who had made such a contribu- 
tion. It is not worth recalling his early 
essay "Zionism — Tribalism or Liberal- 
ism," first printed in 1919 and collected 
in "The Faith of a Liberal." Had he 
lived to read the present constitution of 
Israel he would have found some of his 
objections answered even though he 
might not have approved of some fea- 
tures of the present government as con- 
cessions to orthodoxy. 

One should not hold Cohen's anti- 
Zionistic views against him. They were 
not the kind manifested by the American 
Council for Judaism. He was not afraid 
that his Americanism would be chal- 
lenged or his patriotism threatened by an 
infusion of disloyal sentiments. In his 
"Reflections of a Wondering Jew," he 
asked that Jewish education be continued 
throughout adult life. He deplored the 
fact that there had been no Jewish 
achievements in the publishing world to 
compare with the "Jewish Encyclopedia," 
undertaken shortly after the turn of the 
century. He sought to promote Jewish 
learning, was on amicable terms with 
contemporary Jewish scholars — even sat 
humbly at their feet — and was interested 
in the welfare of Jewish institutions. He 
favored a Council on Jewish Education. 
He approved and admired the work of 
the Hillel Foundation in the various col- 
leges. He did not oppose religious edu- 
cation or the synagogue. He urged mak- 
ing provision for synagogues which he 



held served a wide need. But he wanted 
religious education modified; he wanted 
the Talmud taught but put in modern 
terms and he sought to adapt traditional 
Jewish education to the needs of the day. 
"The fact is," he said, "that Jews do 
not disappear as Jews when they aban- 
don the old religion." He instanced 
atheistic Zionists and cases where Ortho- 
dox Jews sometimes vote the communist 
ticket. He pleaded for support for schol- 
arship in Jewish matters. And he was 
very sympathetic to the Yiddish move- 
ment. In fact he was so saturated with 
Judaism, whether due to a nostalgic 
glance back at his early training or his 
feeling of kinship with his people, that 
agnosticism almost seems to vanish. His 
heart won out over his head. 

Undoubtedly the most important essay 
in the volume "Reflections of a Wonder- 
ing Jew," is the "Philosophies of Jewish 
History," which appeared in the first 
issue of Jewish Social Studies in 1939. It 
presents the first systematic survey of 
modes of interpreting the meaning of 
history. Cohen filled a large order. His 
(Continued on page 22) 

WIT AND WISDOM 

JOHN KIERAN, the "Information 
Please" expert, was once visiting Ein- 
stein and asked him what had made him 
study the violin. 

"I'll tell you," said Einstein. "Every- 
body advised me against it, so I took it 
up. All my life I have been doing things 
which people advised me against." 
• 

Eddie Cantor tells of the time he was 
selling U. S. bonds. He was standing 
before a mike, spieling away, and beside 
him were a galaxy of fourteen girls who 
were to act as the actual bond salesmen 
after Eddie made the warm-up speech. 

One woman indicated her desire to buy 
bonds, but she insisted she would only 
buy from Eddie direct. Cantor was 
finally dragged away from the mike to 
take the woman's order. 

"Yes, lady," said Cantor, "glad to have 
your order. What denomination, please?" 

"Jewish," she replied. 

• 

Miss Parker was chatting with a first- 
class snob, who confided to her, "the one 
thing I can't bear is a fool." 

"In that respect," answered Miss 
Parker, "it seems you are different from 
your mother." 
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NEWS MONTH 



TWELVE national Zionist organiza- 
tions issued an urgent call to their 
700,000 members throughout the 
country "to forge a united front for full- 
fledged support and implementation" of 
the recently adopted four-point Jerusa- 
lem program. 

The move followed special all-day ses- 
sions at the Waldorf -Astoria Hotel of 100 
leaders representing all Zionist forces in 
the United States, and was announced by 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann, chairman of the 
American section of the Jewish Agency, 
and Rudolph G. Sonneborn, chairman of 
the board of directors of the United Pal- 
estine Appeal, both of whom presided at 
the conference. Adopted as an "S.O.S. 
call to all Zionists," the message stressed 
concrete action on two fronts: 

1. Work for U. S. grants-in-aid to 
Israel as a means of "strengthening the 
only forces of freedom in the Middle 
East." 

2. Intensification of the United Jew- 
ish Appeal campaign as the most effective 
immediate method for overcoming Israel's 
dollar deficiency. 

a 

The immigration picture as it pertains 
to Israel was explained in Paris to the 
annual Joints Distribution Committee's 
country directors meeting by Morris 
Laub, who is in charge of the overall 
J. D. C. Israel immigration program 
which has helped 500,000 Jews reach the 
Jewish state since V-E Day. 

Mr. Laub, after presenting the situa- 
tion relating to Jews in Rumania, Poland 
and Iraq, stated that there are some 
120,000 Jews who must be provided with 
passage to Israel before the emigration 
deadlines in these countries expires. He 
added that thousands of Jews in Ger- 
many, Austria, Morocco, Libya, have 
asked for aid to get to the Jewish state. 

The Iraq Government's sudden decision 
to permit Jews to leave only during one 
year, coming as it did at a time when 
thousands of Jews were leaving Rumania 
and Poland on deadlines, exhausted the 
J.D.C.'s annual immigration budget in 
the first nine months of 1950. How- 



ever, he pointed out that 75,000 Jews 
from these three countries must be moved 
before the end of this year, as well as 
10,000 from Iran and 25,000 From Ger- 
many and Austria. 

Mr. Laub also reported that Jews else- 
where were in desperate straits, citing the 
Libyan situation. There, he said, 15,000 
Jews face Moslem violence when the 
country is turned over to the Libyans 
in a little over a year, under a United 
Nations decision. At present, he re- 
ported, the J.D.C. is giving these people 
relief while they await transportation to 
Israel. 

ft 

Displays of Israel's military defenses 
were featured at Ramat Gan Stadium in 
ceremonies marking the close of the Third 
World Maccabiah. A group of 60 
trained parachutists was dropped from 
planes hovering over the huge crowd that 
turned out to witness the concluding ex- 
ercises of the Jewish Olympics. 

ft 

The realistic military maneuvers car- 
ried out by the Israelis included aerial 
dogfights and highly-trained combat 
troops performing under simulated bat- 
tle conditions. 

ft 

It was reported that in meetings be- 
tween the Egyptian Foreign Minister and 
the American Secretary of State, the for- 
mer offered to raise an army of 1,000,000 
to 2,000,000 men in Egypt for a perma- 
nent U.N. police force if some other na- 
tion equipped this force and the British 
Army were removed from Egyptian soil. 

Egyptian sources indicated that the 
Egyptian thesis is that neither Britain nor 
Israel can be relied on for the defense of 
the vital Suez Canal in the event of war 
with the Soviet Union. If Britain is to 
fulfill her Atlantic Council undertakings 
in Europe, according to the Egyptl.-.ns, 
she will have neither sufficient arms nor 
troops to provide adequate defense of the 
Middle East. 

As to the alternative of Israel defend- 
ing the Canal, the Egyptians stress Is- 
rael's announced "neutrality" policy and 



assert that the position of the Mapam, the 
left-wing party, within the Army would, 
in any case, be a neutralizing factor in 
any action the Israel Government might 
decide upon on the side of the Western 
Allies. 

ft 

Memories of the nightmare of the 
Auschwitz concentration camp were re- 
called in a Haifa District Court where 
Dr. Wladislaw Bering, a physician, was 
standing trial on war crimes charges. 
Bering was accused of individual and 
mass murders of Jewish inmates of the 
camp. 

A 3 8 -year-old survivor of the camp 
testified that in December, 1942, he and 
14 other camp inmates were transferred 
to the camp hospital. There, he charged, 
Bering administered spinal anesthetics to 
them. When the needle broke in one 
man's back, the witness swore, Bering 
had him killed immediately with a lethal 
injection. 

The remaining 14 inmates, the witness 
testified, were subjected to partial mutila- 
tion. They were later transferred to the 
sick bay and forced to undergo a num- 
ber of experiments from which several 
died. Five of the survivors were sent to 
the death chamber for execution. 

ft 

The Paris police banned a showing of 
the Nazi-made film "Jew Seuss," which 
was to have been exhibited by a private 
movie club in the Latin Quarter. 

The police acted after protests by the 
Movement Against Racialism and Anti- 
Semitism and the International League 
Against Anti-Semitism, both of which 
had threatened to hold demonstrations 
against the film. Invitations to the film 
were distributed by an employee of the 
club who walked about wearing an arm 
band embroidered with a yellow Star of 
David. 

ft 

The present rate of immigration to Is- 
rael is an "elemental force" which "is as 
impossible to stop or even to restrict it 
as it would have been to arrest the flow 
of immigration from all parts of Europe 
to the United States a hundred years ago," 
Moshe Sharett, Israel Foreign Minister, 
declared in New York at the Silver 
Jubilee dinner of the Pioneer Women. 
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— NEWS OF THE CENTER 



Late Friday Night Lecture Services 
To Begin This Friday 

The opening Late Friday Night Lecture 
Services for this season will be held this 
Friday, October 27th, at 8:30 P.M. In 
honor of the fifth anniversary of the 
founding of the United Nations Organ- 
ization, Rabbi Levinthal will preach on 
the subject "The United Nations — The 
World's Only Hope for Peace Today." 
We shall also be privileged at these ser- 
vices to listen to a special musical service 
rendered by the Center Choral Group 
under the leadership of Mr. Sholom 
Secunda, with Cantor Sauler as the main 
soloist. Mr. Secunda has prepared several 
beautiful new numbers, and we are con- 
fident that many of our members and 
their families will want to attend this 
service. 

Rabbi Saltzman to Speak on 
"American Zionism and Israeli 
Nationalism" Friday, November 4 

Next Friday, November 4th at our 
Late Friday Evening Lecture Services, 
Rabbi Manuel Saltzman will speak on the 
subject "American Zionism and Israeli 
Nationalism." In this lecture Rabbi 
Saltzman will discuss Premier David Ben 
Gurion's recent pronouncement concern- 
ing immigration of American Jews to 
Israel. He will deal with the points of 
conflict and tension between American 
Zionism and Israeli Nationalism as an 
outgrowth of the national and universal 
tendencies in Judaism. 
Daily Services 

Morning services at 7 and 8 o'clock. 

Mincha services at 5 p.m. 
Sabbath Services 

Friday evening services at 5 p.m. 

Kindling of candles at 4:40 p.m. 

Sabbath services, "Vayera," Genesis 
18.1-22.24, Prophets-II Kings 4.1-37, 
will commence at 8:30 a.m. 

Mincha services at 5:00 p.m. 

Rabbi Levinthal will preach on the 
weekly portion of the Torah. 

Rabbi Jacob S. Doner will deliver the 
lecture in Yiddish this Saturday after- 
noon at 3:30 p.m. His subject will be 
"Faith and Philosophy — Which Comes 
First?" 

Junior League News 

The Junior League is fully launched on 



its program for the year. We have had 
a number of interesting meetings which 
have been well attended. The next 
month promises to be even more pleasur- 
able, both socially and culturally. On 
October 19th, Hugo Dershowitz, one of 
our own Center youth, spoke to the group 
about his year in Israel — a year spent by 
virtue of a Z.O.A. scholarship. On Oc- 
tober 26th, Diane Stadin and the Enter- 
tainment Committee, presented a wealth 
of Junior League talent in a musicale, a 
type of program which has a tradition 
of success in the Junior League. Novem- 
ber 2nd promises to be an exciting eve- 
ning. We will have a panel discussion, 
"The Real Issues In This Year's Elec- 
tions." Seymour Landy Vice Chairman 
of "Students for Lehman," Betty Nuss- 
baum, President of the Young Republican 
Club at Brooklyn College, and a speaker 
for Vincent Impelliteri, will present their 
points of view. A discussion will follow. 
On November 9th we will relax and 
enjoy a novelty game nite, and on No- 
vember 16th we will have a movie nite 
made up of short comedies and novelties. 

Our meetings are always followed by 
dancing. If you have not been down to 
our meetings as yet, you don't know how 
much you're missing. All Center youth 
of college age are urged to join us. 

Junior Clubs Meet On 
Saturday Evenings 

The following Junior Clubs meet on 
Saturday evenings: 

Inta-League — Boys and girls in upper 
grades of High School. 

Shomrim — Boys in the first two years 
of high school. 

Jr. Inta-League — Boys and girls in 
first and second year of High School — 
Young Judean and athletic activities. 

Vivalets — Girls in the upper grades — 
Young Judean and social program. 

Tzofim and Maccabees — Boys in ele- 
mentary school — Young Judean and ath- 
letic program. 

Candle-Lites — Girls up to 11 — 
Games, Arts and Crafts. 

These clubs are under the expert guid- 
ance of efficient leaders. Members' chil- 
dren and students of our Hebrew, Sunday 
School and Center Academy, who are 
eligible, are cordially invited to attend. 



United Synagogue Convention 

The next Biennial Convention of the 
United Synagogue will be held in Wash- 
ington, D. C, from Wednesday, Novem- 
ber 15th, through Sunday, November 
19th. The Brooklyn Jewish Center, an 
affiliate of the United Synagogue of 
America, will be represented by a number 
of delegates elected by our institution. 
Acknowledgment of Gifts 

We acknowledge with thanks receipt 
of donations for the purchase of Prayer 
Books and Taleisim from the following: 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Fischer in honor of 
their son's wedding. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Halperin in 
memory of Mr. Hyman Aaron. 

Mr. and Mrs. Isidore Gottlieb in honor 
of their son Harvey Allen's Bar Mitzvah. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Rudy in honor of 
the Bar Mitzvah of their son Arthur. 
Congratulations 

Heartiest congratulations and best 
wishes are extended to the following: 

Mr. and Mrs. Reuben Hirsch of 135 
Eastern Parkway on the engagement of 
their daughter, Carol, to Mr. Howard A. 
Rosenberg. 

Dr. and Mrs. Arthur M. Levine of 53 5 
Crown Street on the birth of a son, Fred- 
eric, to their children, Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Axel rod on October 17th. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Zankel of 1561 Car- 
roll Street on the birth of a son, Jonathan 
Allen, to their children, Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Alpern on October 4th. 
Housing Units Dedicated to 
Brooklyn Jewish Center in Israel 

At the last Membership Social Meeting, 
Mr. Sylvan Gottschall, Chairman of the 
United Jewish Appeal of Greater New 
York, presented the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center with a certificate for the con- 
tributions made by the members of the 
institution enabling the Jewish Agency 
to dedicate eight housing units in the 
name of the Brooklyn Jewish Center. 
Sisterhood President 
On Radio Interview 

The President of the Sisterhood, Mrs. 
Sarah Klinghoffer, was interviewed by 
Miss Estelle Sternberger, noted commen- 
tator, on Wednesday afternoon, October 
25 th, over Station WLIB. The interview 
dealt with the activities of the Center 
Sisterhood. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Adelman, Miss Betty 

Res. 2124 Union St. 

Proposed by Lily an Madly n 
Adelman, Miss Sandy 

Res. 2124 Union St. 

Proposed by Lilyan Madlyn 
Amster, Louis 

Res. 2110 Westbury Court 

Bus. Drugs, 133 W. 23rd St. 

Married 
Apfel, Murray L. 

Res. 864 49th St. 

Proposed by Murray Landau 
Audlik, Dr. William 

Res. 618 Williams Ave. 

Bus. Physician 

Married 

Proposed by Jacob Rosenman, 
Jack Sterman 
Berkowitz, Miss Lee 

Res. 125 Brighton 11th St. 
Proposed by Dr. Sol A. Gross 
Berland, Stanley I. 
Res. 120 Tapscott St. 
Bus. Accounting, 369 Lexington 
Ave. 

Single 

Block, Miss Blanche 

Res. 279 Buffalo Ave. 

Proposed by Nat Gurvitch, 
Morty Weinberger 
Blum, Miss Edith 

Res. 1900 Albemarle Road 

Proposed by Muriel Goldsmith, 
Marvin Blickstein 
Braver, Philip 

Res. 1577 Carroll St. 

Bus. Luncheonette, 229 W. 42nd St. 

Proposed by Morris Rubin, 
Morris Rader 
Brown, Miss Roslyn 

Res. 2020 Pacific St. 

Proposed by Herman Rubin, 
Lila Turin 
Chrobensky, Miss Lillian 

Res. 621 Crown St. 

Proposed by Gladys E. Fishman 
Cohen, Miss Dorothy 

Res. 690 Hendrix St. 
Cohen, Miss Shirley 

Res. 5100 — 15th Ave. 

Proposed by Lilyan Madlyn 



Cutler, Dr. Bernard 
Res. 1042 Winthrop St. 
Bus. Physician, 157 Hoyt St. 
Single 

Proposed by Mildred Berchuk 
David, Miss Frances 

Res. 209 Sullivan Place 
Ernstoff, Jack L. 

Res. 440 Lenox Road 

Bus. Real Estate, 1330 St. John's PI. 

Married 

Proposed by Harold Mendelsohn 
Feldman, Miss Grace M. 

Res. 1578 Union St. 

Proposed by Benj. H. Wisner, 
Toby Drogin 
Flusberg, Miss Julie 

Res. 34 Legion St. 

Bus. Physician, 162 W. 94th St. 

Single 

Fratkin, Miss Shirley 

Res. 140 Newport St. 

Proposed by Raymond Lipshutz 
Gallant, Miss Mildred 

Res. 1354 New York Ave. 

Proposed by Lila Turin, Sylvia Simon 
Ginsberg, Miss Shirley 

Res. 201 Crown St. 

Proposed by Seymour Goldberger, 
Nat Hoffspiegel 
Goldberg, Miss Jeanette 

Res. 22 Tapscott St. 

Proposed by Etta Greenberg 
Grayson, Miss Beverly 

Res. 1319 Lincoln Place 

Proposed by Ephraim Rudin, 
Rosalyn Seidler 
Grossberg, Miss Gilda 

Res. 109 East 95 th St. 

Proposed by Herman Rubin, 
Morris Hecht 
Grundfest, Nat 

Res. 245 Hawthorne St. 

Bus. Builder, 8 East 48th St. 

Married 

Proposed by Nat Tillman, 
Sam Schoenfeld 
Harris, Miss Norma 

Res. 260 Linden Blvd. 

Proposed by Ephraim Rudin, 
Rosalyn Seidler 
Haupt, Donald 

Res. 345 Montgomery St. 

Bus. Stationery, 330 Bedford Ave. 

Single 



Hirschhorn, Miss Dorothy R. 

Res. 175 Eastern Parkway 
Joffe, Dr. Max L. 

Res. 712 Crown Street 

Bus. Dentist, 815 Broadway 

Married 

Proposed by Dr. Benj. Dunaif, 
John Dunaif 
Kirtman, Miss Betty 

Res. 13 51 East 96 th St. 
Klein, Miss Marcia 

Res. 2134 Homecrest Ave. 

Proposed by Muriel Goldsmith, 
Marvin Blickstein 
Kline, Emanuel 

Res. 1064 East 5 th St. 

Bus. Textiles, 1407 Broadway 

Single 

Proposed by Dr. Moses Spatt, 
Milton E. Spatt 
Kotik, Paul 

Res. 574 East 93rd St. 

Bus. Real Estate, 798 New Lots Ave. 

Single 

Proposed by Phil Felixson, 
Wm. Brief 
Kramer, Isaac 

Res. 624 Empire Blvd. 
Bus. Dept. of Welfare 
Single 

Proposed by David Gold 
Krasner, Miss Eleanor 

Res. 3845— 18th Ave. 

Bus. Millinery, 6 W. 57th St. 

Single 
Kowitt, William 

Res. 1324 Carroll St. 

Bus. Pharmacy, 376 Kingston Ave. 

Married 
Leon, Miss Edith 

Res. 501 Bristol St. 

Proposed by Etta Greenberg 
Levine, Lawrence 

Res. 2 5 Lefferts Ave. 

Bus. Advertising, 215 4th Ave. 

Married 
Levine, Miss Marilyn 

Res. 773 Albany Ave. 

Proposed by Herbert K. Kaplan, 
Ruth Ehrlich 
Maltzman, Miss Selma 

Res. 134 Neptune Ave. 

Proposed by Pauline Novins, 
Rosalyn Bass 
Mann, Miss Doris 

Res. 140 Bristol St. 

Proposed by Raymond Lipshutz 
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Marcus, Dr. David 

Res. 886 Eastern Parkway 
Meltzer, Abraham 

Res. 1324 Carroll St. 

Bus. Underwear, 267 Fifth Ave. 

Married 

Proposed by Max Rudy, Dr. Milton 
Schiff 
Menscher, Arthur 

Res. 2546 Hubbard St. 
Bus. Sears, Roebuck & Co. 
Single 

Michelman, Abraham 
Res. 789 St. Marks Ave. 
Bus. Leathercraft, 199 William St. 
Married 

Proposed by Montague T. Alterman, 
Joseph Richman 
Okrent, Miss Marion 

Res. 1156— 52nd St. 

Proposed by Terry Anderman 
Pazornik, Miss Beverly 

Res. 155 East 52nd St. 

Proposed by Samuel Chasin 
Pearl, Miss Miriam 

Res. 329 Lincoln Rd. 
Perla, Sol 

Res. 25 5 Eastern Parkway 

Proposed by William I. Siegel 
Perlowitz, Miss Ina 

Res. 99 East 96th St. 

Single 

Proposed by Gilda Perler 
Piken, Miss Helen 

Res. 751 St. Marks Ave. 

Proposed by Harry Munzer, 
Ethel Umans 
Reider, Miss Florence 

Res. 948 Hegeman Ave. 

Proposed by Morris Hecht 
Rigie, Bernard 

Res. 133 Bristol St. 

Bus. Engineer, Great Neck, L. I. 

Single 

Proposed by Charles I. Schwartzman, 
Samuel Gordon 
Rosen, Louis D. 
Res. 12 Crown St. 
Bus. Martin's, Fulton St. 
Married 

Proposed by George Vogel, 
Louis Rothstein 
Rosen, Samuel 

Res. 15 Amboy St. 

Bus. Die Cutting, 324 E. 24th St. 

Single 

Rosenblum, Miss Sheila 
Res. 5100 — 15th Ave. 
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Proposed by Lilyan Madlyn 
Rubin, Miss Shirley 

Res. 567 Sheffield Ave. 

Proposed by Herman Rubin, 
Morris Hecht 
Schachter, Sam 

Res. 1588 Carroll St. 

Bus. Children's Wear, 71 W. 3 5 th St. 

Married 

Proposed by Charles Wapner 
Schiff, Miss Dolores R. 

Res. 767 Eastern Parkway 

Proposed by Martin Wasserman, 
Sybil Berger 
Shifrin, Miss Jean E. 

Res. 1589 Park PI. 

Proposed by Nat Gurvitch, 
Morty Weinberger 
Shinder, Miss Ann 

Res. 266 East 46th St. 

Proposed by Minnie S. Cutler, 
Sylvia Goldberg 
Shulwolf, Miss Annette 

Res. 131 East 37th St. 

Proposed by Dr. Sol A. Gross 
Skapsonky, Miss Charlotte 

Res. 702 Beverley Road 

Proposed by Dr. Sol A. Gross 
Sohnes, Miss Jeanne 

Res. 1614 President St. 

Proposed by Babette C. Cochin 
Solomon, Dr. Samuel 

Res. 1593 President St. 

Bus. Physician 

Married 

Proposed by Dr. Morris H. Geshwind 
Sommers, Miss Rosalind 

Res. 30-32 Legion St. 
Sperling, Harold 

Res. 102 Ft. Greene Pi. 

Bus. Books 

Married 
Steinfeld, Miss Barbara 

Res. 13 5 Eastern Parkway 

Proposed by Bernard J. Aaron 
Stelnick, Miss Sally 

Res. 590 Williams Ave. 
Stomackin, Morris 

Res. 536 Hopkinson Ave. 

Bus. Kiddie Coats, 576 Broadway 

Single 

Proposed by Louis Sklar, Seymour 
Eisenstadt 
Streger, Milton E. 

Res. 320 New York Ave. 
Bus. Insurance, 45 John St. 
Married 



Teitel, Miss Ruth 

Res. 53 Grafton St. 

Proposed by Edith R. Schnall 
Toben, Irving R. 

Res. 133 Lefferts Ave. 

Bus. Advertising, 33 W. 42nd St. 

Married 
Weinberg, Michael 

Res. 1045 St. Johns Pi. 

Bus. Printer, 44 Court St. 

Married 

Proposed by Bernard Braverman, 
Mike Kahn 
Weiner, Herman 

Res. 761 Blake Ave. 

Proposed by Harry Panish 
Weinman, Irving 

Res. 1261 Union St. 

Bus. Case Mfg., 104 Bleecker St. 

Married 

Proposed by Reuben Lubetzki 
Weintraub, Paul 

Res. 45 5 Schenectady Ave. 
Bus. Attorney, 44 Court St. 
Single 

Proposed by Abraham Pindek, 
Abe Mann 
Winick, Jesse 

Res. 474 Brooklyn Ave. 

Bus. Toys, 1137 Madison Ave. 

Married 

Proposed by Samuel I. Gartenberg, 
Eve H. Raskin 
Wortt, Howard 

Res. 421 Crown St. 

Bus. Knitwear, No. Bergen, N. J. 

Single 

Proposed by Lilyan Madlyn, 
Saul Goldman 
Yawitz, David 

Res. 300 Sullivan Pi. 

Bus. Dental Tech., 1 DeKalb Ave. 

Single 

Proposed by Joseph H. Aaron, 
Jerome B. Simonson 
Zander, Sidney 

Res. 2154 Dean St. 

Bus. Poultry, 40 Ganesevoort St. 

Single 

Proposed by Chas. I. Schwartzman, 
Samuel Gordon 
Zimmerman, Dr. Fred 
Res. 608 Montgomery St. 
Bus. Physician, 42 Tompkins Ave. 
Married 

Proposed by Saul Kabram, 
Sidney Lipson 
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IN THE HEBREW SCHOOL 



Zimmeth, Jack P. 

Res. 489 Schenck Ave. 
Bus. Lawyer, 3 50 5th Ave. 
Single 

Proposal by Harry Panish 

The following have applied for rein- 
statement: 

Claman, Benjamin V. 

Res. 3 6 East 51st St. 

Bus. Shirt Mfgr., 1115 Broadway 

Married 
Horowitz, Ben 

Res. 3 07 Sterling St. 

Bus. Trimmings, 65 W. 37th St. 

Single 

Seckler, Dr. Samuel 
Res. 1295 Carroll St. 
Bus. Physician 
Married 

Proposed by Benj. H. Wisner 
Seligman, George 

Res. 668 Lefferts Ave. 

Bus. Pharmacy 

Married 
Wegbreit, Miss Belle 

Res. 5614 — 15th Ave. 

Proposed by Sheila Feldorman, 
Ben Berk 

Late Applications: 

Belofsky, Miss Anne 

Res. 1637 Park Pi. 
Benson, Miss Norma L. 

Res. 139 East 53rd St. 

Proposed by Dr. G. J. Geltzer, 
Frank SchaefTer 
Cohen, Miss Judith 

Res. 620 E. 94th St. 

Proposed by William Iser, 
Aaron Namzoff 
Cohen, Sidney 

Res. 25 5 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. Seat Covers, 1431 Bedford Ave. 

Married 

Proposed by Hon. William I. Siegel 
Elkin, Charles 

Res. 1365 Carroll St. 

Bus. Liquor, 292 — 5th Ave. 

Single 

Proposed by Sid Goldstein 
Goldberg, Miss Miriam 

Res. 1042 — 45th St. 
Goldman, Miss Eleanor 

Res. 1608 Prospect PI. 
Holtzman, Miss Doris 

Res. 1315 W. 7th St. 

Proposed by Lily an Madlyn, 
Dr. Harris I. Canarick 

(Continued on page 22) 



THE Hebrew School and Sunday School 
have begun their sessions with record 
registration. The class schedule for this 
semester is as follows: 

HEBREW SCHOOL 



Class 


Teacher 


1A1 


Mrs. Weinreb 


1A2 


Mrs. Beder 


1A3 


Mr. Shpall 


1A4 


Mr. Campeas 


2A1 


Mrs. Zusman 


2A2 


Mr. Edelheit 


2A3 


Mr. M. Gabel 


3A1 


Mrs. Rothberg 


3A2 


Mrs. Zusman 


3A3 


Mr. I. Gabel 


4A1 


Mrs. Beder 


4A2 


Mr. Campeas 


5 


Mr. Edelheit 


6 


Mr. Shpall 


SUNDAY 


SCHOOL 


Class 


Teacher 


Kindergarten 


Mrs. Wiener 




Miss Fisher 


2A 


Miss Freilech 



THE first few weeks of this school year 
have been busy ones for the pupils of 
the Center Academy. School opened on 
September 12 th. Since it was the eve of 
Rosh Hashanah, pupils and teachers used 
the few hours available for preparations 
for the holiday — prayers were learned and 
customs and ceremonies reviewed. Al- 
though the time was short, the children 
succeeded in preparing New Year's cards 
for parents and grandparents. The cards 
were gaily decorated by paint, crayon or 
applique work; and the contents ranged 
from the traditional L'Shanah Tovah 
Tikotevu, to wishes expressed in sophis- 
ticated and original Hebrew verse. 

Then came Succoth, the gay autumn 
festival, which is a source of many varied 
activities. As in the years gone by, it 
was the privilege of the pupils of the 
Center Academy to prepare the decora- 
tions for the Succah on the roof of the 
Center building. Every child, from the 
first to the eighth grade, helped to make 
the Succah attractive; some cut the twine 
to proper lengths, others took care of 
properly knotting the twine. Most im- 



3A1 


Miss Wiedman 


3A2 


Miss Sorscher 


4A1 


Mr. Grumet 


4A2 


Miss Levine 


5A1 


Mrs. Kanarek 


5A2 


Mr. Altman 


6 


Mrs. Ross 


7A1 


Miss Motechin 


8 


Mrs. Alter 


Consecration 


Mrs. Cohen 


Post Graduate 


Mrs. N. Cohen 


Post Bar Mitzvah 


Mr. Rubin 


Senior Group 


Mr. Waldstein 



The Simchat Torah procession took 
place on Tuesday, October 3rd, at which 
time the students of the first grade 
Hebrew classes were officially inducted 
into the school. The benediction to the 
new students was given by Rabbi Manuel 
Saltzman. School songs were conducted 
by Mr. Frankel. The procession with the 
Torah was led by Robert Kritz and Alan 
Schaeffer. A special playlet under the 
direction of Mrs. Zusman was presented 
by the Hebrew Dramatic Group. Rabbi 
Lewittes presided. 



portant of all, they had to wire and string 
the fruit in such a way as to make their 
prettiest sides seen by the worshippers 
who came up to the Succah for Kiddush. 

The pupils themselves actively partici- 
pated in the Leishev Ba'Succah tradi- 
tional ceremony. This was fashioned 
after the colorful celebration of Succoth 
in Israel: boys and girls came marching 
to the Succah in stately procession; at 
the head walked a pupil of the graduat- 
ing class, who carried a Ethrog and Lulav, 
over which he pronounced the traditional 
blessings after the faculty and all the 
children had gathered under the roof of 
the Succah; his classmates followed him, 
carrying trays of fruit and cake (to be 
eaten later in the Succah), and chanting 
the same age-old Psalms, which the 
Levites used to sing during this festival 
in the Temple procession. 

When the solemn part of the celebra- 
tion was over and the refreshments had 
been done justice to, the children left the 
Succah singing modern Israeli songs. 
They completed the festivities by dancing 
the Hora and the Debka. 



IN THE CENTER ACADEMY 
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THE YOUNGER MEMBERSHIP 



THE Young Folks League had the honor 
of conducting the services on the Sab- 
bath of Repentence, September 16th. 
Herbert Kummel led our congregation in 
Shachrith, Gerald Jacobs and Harold 
Kalb the Musaf prayers, Al Wandler read 
the portion of the Tor ah, Dorothy Gri- 
betz read a passage of responsive reading, 
and Morris Hecht recited the prayer for 
the Government. All who shared in 
these services demonstrated to the con- 
gregation that the younger members of 
the Center are capable of assuming 
greater responsibility in the furtherance 
of Judaism. Following is an abbreviated 
version of the sermon delivered by Mil- 
ton Reiner, President of the Young Folks 
League: 

• 

The Keynote of this day upon which I 
base my text is the first sentence of the 
Haf-Torah, "Return O Israel to thy 
God." It is not enough for us to be 
Zionist Jews or Philanthropic Jews, or 
Bnai Brith Jews; we must, above all, be 
faithful to our traditions. We of this 
generation have been favored by God to 
witness the miracle of the rebirth of our 
ancestral land. We here have given our 
money, our energy, our devotion, to help 
realize the establishment of the State of 
Israel. But where do we go from here? 
What magnetic goals lie on the horizon 
that can hold the zeal and fire of our 
youth as did the valiant struggle of our 
people in Israel? 

You may ask, is our youth responding 
to the call for service to their God as 
they did to the call for service to their 
people? I can tell you from personal ob- 
servation at our Young Folks League 
meetings and in discussions with various 
other group leaders at conventions, that 
Jewish youth today is making an earnest 
attempt to return to our ancient faith. 
This is manifesting itself in many ways 
— in increased attendance in adult classes 
in Hebrew, Customs and Religion, His- 
tory; in an eagerness to participate in 
Jewish festivals, in an ever growing de- 
sire to orient their lives in a religious 
manner. 

Jewish youth today wishes to be a part 
of something much bigger than itself. 
It is my conviction that we can capital- 
ize on this spirit and mold our lives into 
a day-to-day observance of our customs 



and traditions. We of the conservative 
movement, espousing the view that 
Judaism is a living, organic force and as 
such is subject to the slow process of 
change, possess the dynamic liberal phi- 
losophy which our youth can accept. 
What is needed then, is proper leadership 
to translate this genuine desire on the part 
of our youth to return to God into a 
meaningful observance and practice of 
our customs and Holidays. 

This past year the Young Folks League 
under the guidance of our beloved ad- 
viser, Rabbi Saltzman, encouraged more 
of our members to attend the late Fri- 
day night services. At first there were 
not too many in attendance; but we went 
ahead week after week, participating in 
the brief services, listening to the ser- 
mon, then retiring to the social room for 
group singing of Israeli songs and dancing 
by some energetic Horas. Our ranks as 
well as our enthusiasm increased until by 
the end of the lecture season it had 
reached such fine proportions that it was 
decided to build on this spirit for the 
shabaat and sponsor our own Friday night 
lectures and oneg shabaat. We did this 
for three successive weeks, during which 
Rabbi Saltzman, Rabbi Lewittes, and the 
Honorable William I. Siegel graced our 
pulpit. Without question these services 
impressed our members with much that 
is beautiful in Judaism. 

CALENDAR 

Tuesday, October 31st: In celebration 
of Balfour Day our dramatic group will 
present an Eternal Light script. 

Tuesday, November 7th: Gala Elec- 
tion Night social. Election returns will 
be announced. 

Tuesday, November 14th: In celebra- 
tion of Jewish Book Month our cultural 
committee is planning a book review by 
a prominent speaker in conjunction with 
a representative book exhibit. 

Tuesday, November 21st: Thanksgiv- 
ing Day a fund-raising event for the 
benefit of the Federation of Jewish 
Philanthropies. 

Tuesday, November 28 th: In com- 
memoration of the United Nations deci- 
sion to partition Palestine a wonderful 
musical program is being planned. 
Interest Groups 

Mttsical Group — meets every 2nd and 
4th Wednesday. 



Current Events Group — meets every 
2nd and 4th Thursday. 

Hebrew Culture Group — conducts an 
Oneg Shabbat every Friday night at the 
conclusion of the Late Friday Night Lec- 
ture Services, which start at 8:30 P.M., 
and close at 10 P.M. 

Folk Dance Group — have energetic 
sessions of Israeli dances every 1st and 
3rd Wednesday. 

To enjoy these programs fully, please 
come promptly at 9:00 o'clock. 

— Milton Reiner, 

President. 

YOUNG MARRIED GROUP 

The first meeting of the Young Mar- 
ried Group held on Thursday evening, 
October 12, began what we expect to be 
a most auspicious season. The program 
for the evening was a showing of 
"Preface To A Life," a film about the 
critical years in a child's life and how his 
developed personality is affected by the 
attitudes and acts of his family, friends 
and neighbors. Following the picture we 
participated in a discussion of problems 
raised by it, as well as by the parents in 
the audience. This discussion was led by 
Dr. Meyer Rubban, Director of the 
Brooklyn Child Guidance League, and a 
member of the faculty of the Sarah Law- 
rence School. After the discussion we 
partook of delicious refreshments pre- 
pared for us by our hard-working 
committee. 

At our next meeting to be held on 
Thursday evening, November 9th, we 
will feature a round table discussion on 
the subject of "How to Cope With Anti- 
Semitic Demonstrations." For example, 
what would you do if you saw a drunk 
molesting an old bearded Jew in the sub- 
way? The members of the panel will be 
selected from our own group. All young 
married members and their friends are 
cordially invited to attend and participate. 
Bar Mitzvahs 

A hearty Mazel Tov is extended to Mr. 
and Mrs. Samuel Geller of 701 Empire 
Boulevard on the Bar Mitzvah of their 
son, James, which will be held at the 
Center this Sabbath morning, October 
28 th. 

Congratulations are also extended to 
Judge and Mrs. Jacob Schwartzwald of 
201 Eastern Parkway on the celebration 
of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Eugene 
Lee, at the Center this Saturday morning, 
October 28th. 
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The September 18th General Meeting 

With an expression of good wishes to 
all our members for the New Year, 5711, 
President Sarah Klinghoffer opened the 
first meeting of the season with a brief 
business session before the program. She 
invited our women to attend the Semi- 
nary Succah Festival, commented on the 
article in Life, "What the Jews Believe," 
by Rabbi Philip Bernstein, and encour- 
aged members to purchase Women's 
League publications through chairman 
Rose Bromberg. She reported that the 
children's special holiday services were 
most successful this year, and advised us 
of plans for the celebration of Sisterhood's 
thirtieth anniversary, October 12th. Mrs. 
Klinghoffer displayed an award presented 
to Sisterhood by the Brooklyn Home for 
the Aged for active assistance at their 
annual bazaar. She urged our women to 
exercise their franchise of suffrage and 
vote in the coming elections. Chairman 
Bca Schaeffer informed us that reserva- 
tions for the annual Mother-Daughter 
Luncheon and Fashion Show, to be held 
on November 1st, were filling up fast 
and it behooved us to hasten the efforts 
so that the event would be the complete 
sell-out it usually is. She mentioned the 
excellent door prizes to be presented and 
promised an elaborate table, a fine per- 
formance and a socially successful event. 

The program of the evening, with 
Sarah Epstein as chairman, included an 
eloquent address by Rabbi Manuel Saltz- 
man and a delightful selection of Jewish 
and Hebrew songs by the popular radio 
and concert soprano, Isobel Walters, ac- 
companied at the piano by Mr. Wallace 
Kotter. 

Cheer Fund Contributions 

In honor of new grandchild, Mrs. Mary 
Safier; in honor of son's Bar Mitzvah, 
Mrs. Jeanette Richman; in honor of son's 
marriage, Mrs. Fanny Buchman; in hope 
of husband's speedy recovery, Mrs. Etta 
Goldstein; in memory of mother, Mrs. 
Dora Gaba; in memory of late son, Mrs. 
Bessie Bernstein; in memory of Melvin 
Bernstein, Mrs. Sarah Klinghoffer. 

Continue to contribute toward our 
Cheer Fund in memory or in honor of 
an event. Social and Cheer Fund Secre- 
tary, Lil Zakhem. 



Religious Committee 

The Sisterhood acknowledges with 
thanks the gift of a Sefer Torah cover 
donated by Mrs. Jacob Rutstein in honor 
of the marriage of her daughter Rita to 
Mr. Gerald Pollack on March 26th. 
Federation Campaign 

Under chairmanship of Lil Levy, with 
Sid Schlanger as co-chairman and Cel 
Benjamin, Special Gifts chairman, Feder- 
ation has launched its Women's Division 
campaign, and all board members are ex- 
pected to take active part in securing 
contributions for the drive. 
Night of Stars 

This UJA event will take place early 
in November. Chairman Dorothy Wisner 
urges members to secure tickets from 
$1.20 to $15.00. 

Brandeis University Evening 

On November 13, an open meeting of 
friends of the University to commemorate 
birthday of Justice Brandeis will take 
place at the Hotel Plaza. See Shirley 
Gluckstein for invitations for you and 
your husband. 
United Jewish Appeal 

All women whose UJA boxes contain 
$15 are invited to attend a tea at the 
Hotel Plaza on Wednesday, October 2 5. 
See Sarah Epstein, UJA chairman, or Lil 
Lowenfeld, Special Gifts chairman. 

Sisterhood Tours 

Arrangements are being made for tours 
to the Jewish Theological Seminary and 
the Jewish Museum. Watch for dates. 
Calendar of Events 

Wednesday, November 1. Annual 
Mother-Daughter Luncheon and Fashion 
Show. $5.75 per guest, including gratu- 
ities. Show by Martin's Department 
Store, door prizes. 

Thursday, November 9. Sisterhood 
Board Meeting at 1:00 o'clock. 

Monday, November 27. Jewish Book 
Month, interesting program, book review 
by noted speaker, guest pianist. 

Monday, December 11. Join us at the 
Hotel Commodore for the Chanukah 
Luncheon of the Metropolitan Branch of 
the Women's League. 

Project Chairmen for 1950-1951 

Mother-Daughter Luncheon: Beatrice 
Schaeffer, Mary Kahn. 

Federation of Jewish Philanthropies: 



Lil Levy, Sid Schlanger. 

United Jewish Appeal: Sarah Epstein, 
Mary Kaplan. 

United Jewish Appeal — Special Gifts: 
Lilian Lowenfeld, Bertha Greenblatt. 

Program Arrangements: Sarah Epstein, 
Lila Leonard, Bea Schaeffer, Rose Fleisch- 
man, Mabel Berman, Mildred Levine. 

Cheer Fund: Lil Zakhem. 

Social Action and American Affairs: 
Bea Schaeffer, Jeannctte Richman, Bertha 
Zirn. 

Women's League Publications: Rose 
Bromberg. 

Jewish Blind Day: Hannah Stark, 
Julia Kabram, Sid Schlanger, Fannie 
Bernstein, Shirley Gluckstein, Bess Dan- 
ziger. 

Publicity: Dorothy Gottlieb, Ruth 
Bernhardt. 

Night of Stars: Dorothy Wisner, Ger- 
trude Ostow. 

Music Under the Stars: Sid Schlanger, 
Lil Levy. 

Brandeis University: Shirley Gluck- 
stein. 

Kiddnsh and Religious Committee: 
Sadie Kaufman, Lilian Lowenfeld, Hattie 
Roth, Fannie Buchman, Sarah Kushner, 
Bertha Zirn. 

Visitation and Condolence: Amelia 
Rachmil, Lil Zakhem, Gert Levitt, Rose 
Kimmel, Lilian Dvorkin, Hattie Roth. 

Red Cross: Mollie Meyer. 

"Center Review" and "Center Bul- 
letin": Sarah Klinghoffer. 

Federation of Jewish Women's Organ- 
izations: Beatrice Schaeffer, Rose Wiener, 
Sarah Epstein, Rose Bromberg, Dorothy 
Gottlieb, Sarah Klinghoffer. 

Women's League: Lilian Lowenfeld, 
Sarah Klinghoffer, Mary Kahn, Sarah Ep- 
stein, Beatrice Schaeffer, Mollie Markowe. 

Torah Luncheon: Sarah Kushner, Sid 
Schlanger. 

Brooklyn Jewish Community Council: 
Mildred Levine, Shirley Gluckstein, Jean- 
nette Richman, Ruth Bernhardt, Lil 
Zakhem, Sarah Klinghoffer, Lila Leonard. 

Hostess Committee: Lil Zakhem, Mary 
Kaplan, Iona Taft, Rosalind Bady, Sadie 
Kaufmann, Hattie Roth, Bess Machlin, 
Jennie Levine. 

Nominating Committee: Gertrude 
Levitt. 

Member slrip (Lists, Distributions, etc.): 
Lil Levy, Dorothy Wisner, Sid Schlanger. 

Youth Chairman: Eva Brautman, 
Mollie Markowe. 
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THE REMARKABLE MORRIS RAPHAEL COHEN 

(Continued from page 14) 



LATE APPLICATIONS 
(Continued from page 19) 

Horowitz, Miss Carole 
Res. 370 Brooklyn Ave. 
Proposed by Carl A. Kahn, 
Sidney S. Leonard 
Katz, Leo 

Res. 1684 Carroll St. 

Bus. White Duck Mfg., 45 5 Broome 

St. 
Married 

Proposed by Jacob Mormar 
Klein, George 

Res. 181 Rockaway Parkway 
Bus. Chemicals, 25 W. 45 th St. 
Married 

Proposed by Harold Blackman 
Klein, Miss Rebecca 

Res. 269 Albany Ave. 

Proposed by Morris Hecht, 
Nat Hoffspiegel 
Krane, Miss Grace 

Res. 1024 — 48th St. 
Lampert, Dr. M. Albert 

Res. 1378 Carroll St. 

Bus. Physician, 276 New York Ave. 

Married 

Proposed by Israel Kaplan, 
Maurice Bernhardt 
Metz, Miss Doris 

Res. 1146 President St. 

Proposed by Helen Fiken, 
Shirley Rubin 
Namzoff, Miss Lillian 

Res. 15 E. 88 th St. 

Proposed by William Iser, 
Aaron Namzoff 
Pokress, Miss Evelyn 

Res. 1001 Lincoln Pi. 
Rubin, Abraham 

Res. 90 Hopkinson Ave. 

Bus. Accountant, 505 — 5th Ave. 

Single 

Proposed by Milton Ross, 
Seymour Eisenstadt 
Sandman, Miss Claire 

Res. 3 50 Lincoln Pi. 

Proposed by Isaac Sevingson 
Sokoloff, Miss Helen 

Res. 1028 Bushwick Ave. 
Stern, Miss Florence 

Res. 370 Brooklyn Ave. 

Proposed by Carl A. Kahn, 
Sidney Leonard 
Sukon, Mrs. A. Minnie 

Res. 13 5 Eastern Parkway 

Proposed by Nathaniel H. Jackson, 
Mrs. Joseph Levy, Jr. 



views are eclectic and he is ready to ac- 
cept any features of the programs "that 
make life viable," and he wants a criti- 
cal examination of thihgs from the point 
of view that is moral. He is skeptical 
of all the theories but shows a predilec- 
tion for the cultural, and he is a great 
admirer of the work of Simon Dubnow 
and Salo W. Baron. True, written ten 
years before Israel was born as a state, he 
reiterates his well known objections to 
Zionism and even quotes Zionists them- 
selves who hold that the emancipated Jew 
is a tragic figure, lacking freedom and 
that anti-Semitism is not wiped out by 
assimilation. Cohen holds that the un- 
certainty of human affairs makes it im- 
possible for us to be freed by any politi- 
cal arrangement. How mistaken he was 
here! Yet he has an appreciation of the 
interpretations given in Modern Judaism 
as exemplified in Krochmal, Zunz, and 
Israel Abrahams. Though he is both 
anti-religious and anti-nationalist this 
does not impair the value of his sum- 
mary. He seeks the truth, and his eclec- 
tic as well as skeptical mind leaned to 
no particular theories yet gave a partial 
approval of all. In spite of his modern 
training in non-Jewish philosophers, he 
evinces a fond, almost affectionate, love 
for all forms of Hebrew culture. He 
does not, like many liberals, scorn books 
because they are impregnated with reli- 
gious dogma. How deeply impregnated 
Cohen was with the spirit of Judaism is 
apparent in his two essays "Roads from 
American Jewry" and "Jewish Educa- 



Reinstatements 

Gerchick, Abe 

Res. 436 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. Men's Apparel, 656 Broadway 

Married 

Proposed by Jerry Weiner 
Glazer, Sam 

Res. 33 Lott Ave. 

Bus. Hardware, 1015 Winthrop St. 

Married 

Samuel H. Goldberg, 
Chairman, Membership Committee. 

Federation Dinner November 16 

The annual dinner sponsored by the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center committee on 
behalf of the Federation of Jewish Philan- 



tion." He is proud of the achievements 
of his people. It is singular that when 
he comes back for an appraisal of the 
contributions of his fellow Jews to civil- 
ization, he can do so with enthusiasm and 
with integrity. He puts on no yarmelke; 
he does not give the impression that he 
"has got religion" at last. And he is a 
Jew to his fingertips agreeing in his out- 
look on many matters with orthodox 
Jews. 

He had the faculty of going to the 
heart of a theme with a keen logic. 
Wrong as he was in minimizing psycho- 
analysis in general, he did one of the most 
effective pieces of demolishment when he 
took up the work of a greater mind than 
his own, Freud's "Moses and Monothe- 
ism," and left not a shred of support for 
the thesis that Moses was an Egyptian 
who got his monotheism from Ikhnaton. 
He took the great psychoanalyst to task 
for his unhistorical methods and his 
speculative tendencies unsupported by 
evidence. 

Cohen could be vitriolic in a book re- 
view and trespass beyond good manners. 
His review of Ludwig Lewisohn's "The 
Answer," whether sound or not, abounds 
in violent and insulting terms. He actu- 
ally links him with Hitler and Mussolini 
and he regards as contemptible Lewisohn's 
attacks upon the German Reform Jews; 
he says the book is a misty cloud of mod- 
ern European romantic phrases, that the 
author has no humor, shows self-impor- 
tance and is not a safe leader. All be- 
cause Lewisohn was too ardent a Zionist! 



thropies will be held in our building on 
Thursday evening, November 16th at 
6:30 o'clock. We urge all members of 
the Center who have not as yet made 
their reservations to please do so imme- 
diately. Subscription is $6.50 per person. 

Personal 

"Jewish Agricultural Colonies in the 
United States," is the title of a study 
made by Mr. Leo Shpall, member of our 
Hebrew School and Center Academy fac- 
ulties, for "Agricultural History," pub- 
lished by the United States Department 
of Agriculture. 
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CAIN AND 

(Continued 

We dare not wait until after the war 
to convince the peoples of the world with 
this elementary truth. It must be em- 
phasized now in the midst of the war. 
That not the atom bomb can be the real 
weapon to bring triumph to the forces of 
democracy and hope for a genuine peace 
throughout the world. 

You may recall the Bible account of 
the battle of Jericho. At the very be- 
ginning of the attack an angel appears 
to Joshua and says to him ato vosi, "Now 
I have come," to which the Rabbis add: 
Vhazbircho al bitul torah, "to warn you 
that in the midst of the war there must 
be no cessation, no interruption of 
Torah!" (Joshua 5:14; Erubin 63b.) 
The angel of God would speak to Amer- 
ica and to all the democracies in the 
United Nations these very words: ato 
vosi, "Now, in the midst of battle I have 
come to warn you al bttul torah, that 
there must be no suspension in spreading 
the ideals of democracy. Now, in the 



ABEL TODAY 

from page 8) 

midst of the fighting, you must win the 
hearts of the peoples of the world to the 
blessings of democracy. You must prove 
to them — again not only by precept but 
by example — the beauties, the glory, the 
worthwhileness of democracy; you must 
prove to them that only democracy holds 
the power to establish the Temple of 
Man's hopes and ideals within its t'chum, 
its realm. Thus, we could hope that the 
principles of democracy, to use the words 
of Prime Minister Attlee recently spoken, 
"can give an enthusiasm which will beat 
the perverted enthusiasm of the Com- 
munists." 

The United Nations, and above all, 
America, now has the opportunity to 
prove to all the world that not by the 
method of Cain, not by aggression or 
brute force, but by the living inspiration 
of Torah, the Divine Moral Law, em- 
bodied in an effective, genuine and 
blessed democracy, will the Temple of 
man's salvation be established and uni- 
versal peace and brotherhood be achieved. 



SEVEN STARS OVER THE SEVEN SEAS 

(Continued from page 13) 



tons), " 'Amal" (1,600 tons), " 'Aliza" 
(1,200 tons) and several smaller craft. 
During the war several of these ships were 
sunk, and the firm lost interest in Jew- 
ish shipping. Today its ships ply under 
the British flag. The large passenger 
steamer "Tel Aviv," of the Arnold Bern- 
stein line, had still less luck; it was 
quickly beaten by the Italian lines and 
ended up by being sold to Japan. On its 
voyage to that country it suffered the 
fate that overtook most of the Jewish 
ships of the time: it sank. The same 
thing happened in 1939 with the 
"Rahab," of the Nachshon line, which 
belonged to the Histadrut (General Fed- 
eration of Jewish Labor). 

Up to the outbreak of the Second 
World War there followed two other, 
equally unsuccessful, attempts with the 
700-ton steamer "Arnon" and the 
"Channa," which plied between Haifa 
and Constanza. The World War put 
such a definite end to the first chapter 
of the story of Jewish conquest of the 
seas that by the time it was over not a 
single Jewish ship remained afloat. 

When the war ended, the Jewish au- 



thorities had come to realize that some- 
thing had to be done for Jewish shipping. 
This gave rise to the founding of the 
Jewish Maritime League (Chevel Yami 
Leyisrael). Later the League, together 
with the Jewish Agency and the Hista- 
drut, established the Zim Navigation 
Company. In conjunction with the Eng- 
lish firm of Harris & Dixon, Zim put into 
service the "Kedma," which was the first 
passenger boat to sail under the Jewish 
flag. Several boats used for the transport 
of "illegal" immigrants and a couple of 
smaller craft were also put into operation. 
Finally, together with the America-Israel 
Shipping Co. (which is backed by the 
Palestine Economic Corporation and 
Ampal) and several private investors, 
Zim built up the Israel-America Line, 
which operates freighters plying between 
Haifa and America and Canada. 

In order to organize Jewish shipping on 
a solid basis, the Shoham Company was 
founded. This acts as general agent for 
all the lines flying the Jewish flag except 
the Dizengoff line (two ships). In other 
words, it represents Zim, the Israel- 



America Line, the Kedem, Ships & Ves- 
sels and Nachshon companies. Shoham 
transacts business for the following ves- 
sels (which constitute over 90 per cent, 
of Israel's merchant marine) : four pas- 
senger liners (16,000 tons), two immi- 
grant transport ships (9,000 tons), two 
freighters which sail to Northern Euro- 
pean ports (7,500 tons), two citrus cargo 
ships (5,500 tons; two more vessels of 
this type will be put into operation 
shortly), four freighters used for Israel's 
trade with America (30,000 tons), one 
steamer plying between Haifa and Trieste 
(2,000 tons) and three coastal craft 
(1,000 tons). Thus the total tonnage 
controlled by Shoham amounts to ap- 
proximately 70,000. 

These ships carry cargo between Israel 
and America and Northern Europe, pas- 
sengers to and from Marseilles, Naples 
and Genoa, and immigrants from Middle 
Eastern countries. Since the founding of 
the State, no less than 275,000 passengers 
have sailed on these vessels. The number 
of their crews totals some 1,000 men, 
850 of whom are Jews. 

Shoham's ships are not only engaged in 
commercial activities: they are also used 
for training future Jewish sailors and 
officers. This may solve the chief prob- 
lem of our merchant marine, for the men 
who prove to have the greatest ability are 
sent, at the company's expense, to the 
Nautical School in Haifa, where the 
training they acquired helps them obtain 
a diploma. Today all the Israel ships are 
commanded by Jewish captains, the eldest 
being 72 and the youngest only 26. The 
eldest commands the "Negba," while the 
youngest, who has worked his way up 
from a simple cabin boy and has just been 
awarded his captain's papers, made a 
name for himself, even before complet- 
ing his studies, by bringing in the 
"Exodus" (the ship loaded with immi- 
grants who were sent back to Germany 
in 1947). 

When we look more closely at this 
sketchy picture of our merchant navy, we 
begin to see the significance of what 
would otherwise be the unremarkable fig- 
ure of 80,000 tons, for it represents, rela- 
tively, the speediest growth of any mer- 
chant marine in the world. 

(From the Jerusalem 
Zionist Netvslcttcr.) 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 




6-7300 



SERVING THREE GENERATIONS 



. . . We consider ourselves as first and foremost an 
institution for service, in honor bound to protect 
the interest of those who have reposed confidence 
in us . . . 



There is hardly anything in the world that 
some men cannot make a little worse and sell 
a little cheaper, and the people xvho consider 
price only are this man's lawful prey. 

— John Ruskin. 



LEON HYMAN, Director 



FLOWERS • WEDDING DECORATIONS 

HYMAN SPITZ, Inc. 

1685 Pitkin Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Dickens 2-4000 OUR ONLY STORE 
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JEFFER FUNERAL HOME 



426 Empire Boulevard 



Brooklyn 25, Now York 



PR 3-6500 

ALVIN M. JEFFER 
Licensed Funeral Director 

No Service Too Small — No Distance Too Far 
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IflovsmbsA., 1950 

THE TOWERING LIFE OF 
SOLOMON SCHECHTER 

JACOB S. MINKIN 

WE ARE LOSING THE FAMILY 
SPIRIT 

By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



THE SHAVE 



by HAROLD FRANKLIN 



JEWISH WORKERS OF THE 
17th CENTURY 

By DR. VLADIMIR G. ELIASBERG 

HEBREW EDUCATION 
BEGINS AT HOME 



By LEO SHPALL 



NEWS OF THE MONTH 



. CENTER BULLETIN BOARD • 



F orum L ectures 

SEASON 1950-1951 . . FIRST and THIRD MONDAYS 



MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, 8:15 P.M. 

MOSHE SHARETT 

Foreign Minister of Israel 
Subject: 'ISRAEL, TODAY AND TOMORROW" 

Tickets Note On Sale at the Center Office. 
40c to members; 40c and 60c to non-members — tax included 



MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 8:15 P.M. 

RAYMOND WALSH 

"DEBATE ON Economist and Historian 

McCARRAN BILL" GEORGE HAMILTON COMBS 

Foreign Correspondent and News Analyst 
Members Admitted Free; Non-members 40c — tax included. 



TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 1951 

HENRY A. WALLACE 

Subject: 66 WHERE I STAND" 



(Because of the New Year's Holiday this lecture is scheduled for Tuesday 
instead of the usual Monday.) 
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THE NEW LEADERSHIP IN CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM 



EVERY two years the lay leaders of 
Conservative Congregations in this 
country and Canada gather in con- 
vention to discuss their problems and 
plan activities. Several weeks ago a 
convention was held in Washington, at- 
tended by delegates representing close to 
400 congregations affiliated with the 
United Synagogue of America, which has 
a membership of about 150,000 Jewish 
families. 

One thought animated these delegates, 
and that was to build in this country a 
vibrant, dynamic and vital force that 
would influence the religious life of our 
people. The men and women who came 
from near and far seek to devise a way 
of life that will be a happy synthesis 
between the tradition of the past and the 
requirements of modern American-Jewish 
living. 

As one wandered from session to ses- 
sion the impression gathered was one of 
great strides made in the character of 
the lay leadership of our conservative 
congregations. Whether these represent 
a large or small community they are in- 
variably men of vision and determination 
who take their jobs seriously and are im- 
bued with the one desire to strengthen 
the religious life of their communities and 
build a generation that will be proud of 
its inheritance and conscious of its re- 
sponsibilities as Americans and as Jews. 
The majority are young men born and 
raised in this land. They are Jewish to 
the core, determined that their children 
shall follow in their paths and continue 
in the tradition of our people. 

The qualities of leadership the dele- 
gates displayed would be a credit to any 
movement. The newly elected President 
of the United Synagogue, Mr. Maxwell 



Abbell, of Chicago, a man of big busi- 
ness and a zealous worker in behalf of 
all Jewish causes, is a bright example of 



this type of leadership in the Conserva- 
tive Movement. Under his guidance, the 
United Synagogue should exert great in- 
fluence in the life of American Jewry. 

— Joseph Goldberg. 



CHANUKAH THOUGHTS ABOUT JEWISH YOUTH 



THE holiday of Chanukah emphasizes 
the important role that Jewish youth 
has always played in the history of our 
people. In the past, the heroism of Judas 
Maccabee and his brothers inspired every 
generation of young Jews to greater de- 
votion and dedication to the principles 
and values of our faith. However, in the 
climate of revolt against the values set 
forth by Religion which has character- 
ized our age, we lost many of our young 
people to philosophies alien, if not hostile, 
to Judaism. The younger generation was 
fast becoming another lost generation. 
Of late, there has been a change of heart 
amongst our young people. Mr. Max 
Lerner in a series of articles on "Morals 
on the College Campus," which appeared 
in the New York Post, concluded: "In 
the last few years of the cold war and 
the atomic race of the apocolypse night- 
mare of a world in ruins there has been 
a new turn to religion among intel- 
lectuals. This has partly led and partly 
reflected a similar turn and return to re- 
ligion on the part of students and other 
young people. The college students of 
today are not a lost generation but a gen- 
eration in search. They are not throwing 
all the rules out of the windows. What 
they are looking for is a set of deeply 
rooted principles to live by." A sociology 
professor of the College of the City of 
New York, has said: "On this campus 
religion is closing its ranks. More stu- 
dents are standing up to be counted, re- 
ligiously speaking, particularly in the 



Jewish group. There has been a revital- 
ization of the religious factor on the 
campus." 

Leaders of Judaism must take full ad- 
vantage of this new sentiment and atti- 
tude towards religion which is sweeping 
the colleges. Our young people are not a 
lost generation but a generation in search 
of fundamental principles. They seek a 
faith which will help them solve the 
manifold problems confronting them and 
which will dispel the confusion in their 
minds. Jewish religious leadership teach 
our young people that Judaism provides 
the answer to their inquiry and search; 
that the faith that propelled young Judas 
Maccabee and his brothers to great spirit- 
ual heights and victory can provide our 
generation of young people with a dy- 
namic philosophy of life which will guide 
them through the vicissitudes of modern 
living. 

— Rabbi Manuel Saltzman 
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JUST BETWEEN OURSELVES'' 

An Intimate Chat Between Rabbi and Reader 
WE ARE LOSING THE FAMILY SPIRIT 



RECENTLY I attended a unique 
event which revealed a strange 
transformation in the whole con- 
cept of family relationship among us 
Jews of America. It was a dinner given 
by one of our own leaders in the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center, Mr. Moses Ginsberg, 
in honor of the eightieth birthday of his 
oldest sister. The party was held at our 
Center, and was attended by about two 
hundred relatives. 

I was particularly moved by a state- 
ment of the host in his greeting to the 
guests. The gathering, he said, was in- 
deed to honor his sister, but it had a 
deeper significance. He wanted to pro- 
vide an occasion for the members of the 
family — the older and the younger gen- 
eration — to become better acquainted 
with each other. The family was large 
and spread out in many sections of the 
city. Uncles, aunts, nephews, nieces and 
cousins, had no opportunities to meet or 
to see each other — many did not even 
know some of their relatives. He felt 
that this was a tragedy in Jewish family 
relationship, and pointed out — to the 
younger generation especially — that all 
were descendants of one ancestry. He 
gave them a picture of his grandparents 
and parents and described their qualities 
of mind and heart which he felt deserved 
admiration and emulation and could in- 
spire the wish to keep the family bonds 
intact and strong. 

• 

When I heard these words, I was re- 
minded of a striking remark made by one 
of the finest thinkers in Jewish life today, 
Dr. Nahum Goldman, in an address that 
he delivered from our own Jewish Center 
pulpit when he first arrived in America. 
He said that among the great changes 
that he observed in Jewish life in America 
was the breakdown of the whole concept 
of mishpachah, of the family as a group. 
In Europe the Jew is concerned not only 
about parents, children, brothers and 
sisters, but about all who had the slight- 
est relationship to the family. A rela- 
tive might be a fifth cousin, but still a 



korov, one tied by blood to the family 
group. In America, Dr. Goldman con- 
tinued, he found this spirit of family re- 
lationship had entirely disappeared. 
• 

I tried to develop this observation of 
Dr. Goldman in my address to the guests. 
Jewish family life has suffered by this 
transformation. We have narrowed the 
concept of family, and have thus 
estranged ourselves from — and lost in- 
terest in — many of our kin who ought 
to be close to us because of our common 
heritage. Those who came to this coun- 
try a generation or two ago not only 
retained their interest in their relatives, 
no matter how far removed, but also in 
their landsleute, those who came from 
the same city in the Old Country, and 
they banded together into landsman- 
shaften, societies, based upon the com- 
mon interest of former dwelling place. 
Later, that interest narrowed to the for- 
mation of Family Circles, where at least 
the interest in family was retained. Alas, 
that, too, is fast disappearing, and we 
are gradually limiting our interest to our 
immediate and nearest relatives. It is 
not a wholesome development, and cer- 
tainly is a break from the ancient tradi- 
tion of family which ruled Jewish life 
all through the ages until recent times. 
When the Bible records the journeyings 
of the Israelites it emphasizes that they 
were banded together not only according 
to tribes but according to families. It 
was this family closeness that served as 
a tower of strength to the individual Jew 
in times of sorrow and a comfort in 
time of need. 

It was therefore good to see that the 
need of family is realized by some of 
our people. It would indeed be a real 
blessing for all Jews if more of us would 
strive to revive this spirit. 




CHANUKAH IN ISRAEL 

CHANUKAH is truly a festival of 
lights in Israel, with every village 
and settlement in the country having its 
own electric-lighted menorah mounted on 
synagogue or watchtower. During the 
night the traveler can see these lights 
for many miles around. In Israel as in 
America, gifts are exchanged; games are 
played with the "dreidel" — the beloved 
top with its mystic letters that commem- 
orate the wondrous miracle of Chanukah; 
the traditional "gelt" is contributed, in 
this case, for the new immigrants; and 
all the delicacies possible under strict ra- 
tioning — including latkes — are eaten. In 
the various community theaters and 
schools, gay programs are performed dur- 
ing the eight days. 

It is in the chief city of Israel, how- 
ever, in Tel Aviv, that the biggest cele- 
bration is held. Huge menorahs shine 
resplendently atop synagogues, schools and 
public buildings. Shops have beautiful 
window displays and are decorated ap- 
propriately. In front of the city's main 
synagogue a public ceremony is held 
which is picturesque and unforgettable. 
When it becomes dark, a large Hanukiyah 
(as the menorah is called), is lit by a 
cantor who chants the blessings. Then 
the children follow, lighting their Hanu- 
kiyot, and gradually the darkness begins 
to glow with twinkling lights. The 
audience, accompanied by a band, joins 
in with maoz tsur. At the conclusion 
of the ceremony, the children conduct 
their annual parade through the town. 

The first Chanukah celebrated in a 
Jewish State in two millenia was dis- 
turbed by the state of tension arising out 
of the renewal of hostilities in the Negev. 
Since a general blackout was imposed, it 
was not possible to light the Chanukah 
candles in all public places. Three huge 
menorahs, however, were lighted on 
heights surrounding Jerusalem, on Mt. 
Zion to the south of the city, on Mt. 
Scopus, to the east, and on Herzl Hill 
to the west, to usher in the first day of 
Chanukah. They were lighted from a 
torch which had been kindled at Modin, 
site of the opening encounter of the Mac- 
cabean War, and borne through the 
country by runners. A thanksgiving 
procession from Modin, the birthplace of 
the Hasmoneans, to Tel Aviv and Jeru- 
salem was also arranged, led by the min- 
ister of Religion. 
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The Story of the Famous Scholar and Leader 
Told on the 100th Anniversary of his Birth 

THE TOWERING LIFE OF 
SOLOMON SCHECHTER 



IT is almost impossible to convey to a 
generation that knew not Solomon 
Schechter a living image of the man. 
His stupendous learning, sparkling wit, 
and the varied gifts of his genius are 
indicated in his books. But his outward 
appearance, inner strength and magnetic 
personality — as perfect a harmony of 
physical and mental powers as the Rabbis 
of the Talmud would want in a Jewish 
sage — is best known by those who are 
fortunate enough to have retained a per- 
sonal recollection of him. 

The deeper traits of his character, both 
severe and gentle, excessively kind and 
sometimes absurdly intolerant, were cast 
in a frame so fine and noble that it at- 
tracted attention everywhere. When he 
appeared on public occasions his broad 
shoulders wrapped in his crimson Cam- 
bridge robes, his grey beard, shaggy white 
hair covering a massive head, his delicate 
hands and features, his flashing blue eyes 
behind his spectacles made one conscious 
of a great presence, a man "higher than 
any of his people from his shoulder up- 
ward." He was easily the most identifi- 
able man of his generation. He could 
not escape attention. Interested glances 
followed him wherever he went. He 
mastered every occasion and dominated 
every gathering. 

Like many other men of genius, Dr. 
Schechter was a curious combination of 
many contrasts and contradictions, a stu- 
pendous fusion of grandeur and simpli- 
city, of lovable faults and delightful in- 
consistencies. He could be brusque and 
gentle, as tame as a lamb and as ferocious 
as a lion. Scorn and tenderness were in 
his peculiar make-up, the loving -kindness 
of a saint and the wrathful indignation 
of a zealot. The charm of Hillel and the 
impatience of Shammai were in equal 
measure blended in his nature. 

He was unlike any other Jewish schol- 
ars of his time, unique and original in 
his faults and virtues. A warm stream 
of almost godlike tenderness followed his 
every outburst of temper. Schechter once 
quoted a remark made by Leopold Zunz 
to Professor Kaufmann — "Those who 
have read my books are far from know- 
ing me." These words can well be ap- 
plied to himself. He was kind and gra- 
cious to all, even those with whom he 
explosively differed. He was the most 
sociable of men, the most courteous host, 
the most congenial companion. He was 



accessible to all men, listened to all voices. 

There was a vein of humor in his tem- 
pestuous outbreaks which, like a heav- 
enly balsam, quickly healed the wounds 
he inflicted. He was witty, scintillating 
and brilliant in conversation, impromptu 
quips and epigrams and sparkling obser- 
vations flashed from him as unexpectedly 
as lightning. He was incapable of dull- 
ness and regarded the bore as the most 
intolerable nuisance. It is a pity that he 
had no Boswell to record his utterances. 

His tastes were cosmopolitan, his knowl- 
edge encyclopedic. He was a romanticist 
whose enthusiasm was for everything that 
was in bold relief from the grey, prosaic, 
and commonplace. Although all his life 
he burrowed in books and manuscripts 
and made one of the greatest literary finds 
in a thousand years — the Cairo Geniza — 
his passion was for the luminous figures 
in history, their romantic lives and ad- 
venturous careers. 

It fell to the peculiar lot of Solomon 
Schechter to be a product not of one 
world but, so to say, of several worlds. 
The East and the West were in his blood 
— the Hasidic environment in which he 
was born and the culture and enlighten- 
ment of the occidental world after which 
he hankered and in which, in his mature 
years, he was tragically disappointed. 

On the best available authority, Solo- 
mon Schechter was born on December 5, 
1850, in Focsani, a small Roumanian 
town in the Carpathian mountains, not 
far from the place where, a hundred and 
fifty years earlier, Israel, the Master of 
the Name, lived and Hasidism was born. 
Schechter's real name was Schneur Zal- 
man, after the famous Hasidic Rabbi 
Schneur Zalman of Lady, to whose sect 
HaBad Schechter's father belonged. The 
inflated revolutionary ideals of 1848 were 
still in the air, and the champions of 
Enlightenment clung fanatically to the 
slogans of Freedom and Equality. But 
the street urchins of Focsani knew noth- 
ing of the high pretensions of the times, 
and they continued pelting the Jewish 



By JACOB S. MINKIN 

children with stones, shouting ugly names 
after them. 

This enraged young Solomon, and he 
would have retaliated in kind, for he was 
muscular, had not his father warned him 
not to strike back. "We are in galut " 
he observed sadly to his son. The inci- 
dent made a profound impression on the 
child. It was the first time he learned 
that the Jews were a problem, that they 
must not defend themselves against the 
Christian ruffians, but bide their time. 
It is not unlikely that his Zionism dated 
back to that incident. 

It was lucky for Schechter that the 
conventional cheder was not the place 




Professor Solomon Schechter 

of his early education. He was taught 
by his father, who was not only a scholar 
but a man of Hasidic warmth and tem- 
perament. In the course of his instruc- 
tion he conveyed to his son not only what 
he knew but that intensity of feeling 
and exuberance of heart and spirit that 
were characteristic of the pietistic sect to 
which he belonged. The young student 
supplemented his instruction by what he 
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could find in his father's ample religious 
library, which he devoured with great 
eagerness. 

But there was a time in Schechter's 
maturing years when the Hasidic influ- 
ence he felt in his youth grew weak and 
tenuous and he sensed a longing for new 
horizons. Focsani lay somewhat off the 
main highway of Jewish life, but it was 
not so remote that he could not experi- 
ence the new currents that blew across 
the Jewish scene. The advent of the 
Haskalah made thousands of Jews con- 
scious of the narrowness and barrenness 
of their ghetto life. They yearned for 
deliverance and freedom. They were 
told that the world outside the ghetto 
was broad, spacious, elegant and rich in 
opportunity, and they wanted to be part 
of it. 

No chapter in the Jewish saga is as 
interesting, and also as tragic as the one 
we are here briefly describing. The unrest 
created was acute. The defection from 
the Jewish ranks caused by the exchange 
of the ghetto for the world, and of the 
yeshiba for the university, is inestimable. 
Dazzled by the novel brilliance of the 
new discovery, hundreds quit the syna- 
gogue, giving scant attention to the quiet 
light of their own culture. That in such 
times of tumult and turmoil Solomon 
Schechter remained strong in his faith 
and firm in his allegiance, is indeed a 
miracle. He had his times of doubt and 
unrest; he was driven by intellectual 
yearnings; he longed for wider spheres of 
learning than he could realize in his 
cramped environment. He avenged his 
frustrations by writing anonymous satires 
on Hasidim in Hebrew journals, and to 
master the sciences he could not acquire 
in Focsani, he twice ran away from home, 
from which escapades his parents brought 
his back in disgrace. 

He was more successful in his flight to 
Vienna, where he found a milieu con- 
genial to his spirit. The erstwhile capital 
of the Austrian Empire looked both East- 
ward and Westward; it was a mingling 
of races, tongues and cultures, and was 
a center of Jewish learning. Schechter's 
sojourn in Vienna was decisive in its in- 
fluence over him. He acquired there not 
only a complete mastery of rabbinic 
learning but the conception of Judaism 
as a living, evolving tradition which 
served him well in his later years. He 
was fortunate in his teachers, Yellinek, 



Weiss, and Friedmann. They were great 
scholars, unrivaled in their respective 
fields, and kindly and saintly men, patient 
with the newcomer. 

Berlin, where the vagrant young scholar 
found himself next, stood in direct con- 
trast to Vienna. It was the capital of 
Germany, Prussian in spirit, proud, inso- 
lent and domineering. There Schechter 
for the first time, became acquainted with 
the German "shock-treatment" of the 
Jewish Bible and its resulting anti-Semitic 
consequences. But, on the other hand, 
Berlin was the capital of a new scientific 
study of Jewish history and literature, 
which, until then a dark mystery, were 
brought to the light of the day through 
the efforts of, among others, Zunz, Stein- 
schneider, Geiger, and Israel Lewy, one of 
the foremost Talmud critics. 

Of perhaps greater significance, a sig- 
nificance in which the English-speaking 
Jews of two continents shared, was the 
fact that in Berlin Schechter met and 
became acquainted with Claude G. Mon- 
tefiore, a scion of a great Anglo-Jewish 



A 4 5-year-old ex-New Deal lawyer, 
named Abraham H. Feller, plays a 
central role in United Nations work. 
Abe Feller, who went to the founding 
and organizing conferences at San Fran- 
cisco and London as an adviser to the 
United States delegation and then was 
persuaded by Secretary-General Trygve 
Lie to become a full-fledged international 
servant, is director of UN's Legal De- 
partment and the organization's general 
counsel. In that capacity he acts as one 
of Lie's chief advisers. 

There are few big, tough issues that 
Feller hasn't an active part in. There 
was Berlin, for example. Feller helped 
draw up a formula for settlement (which 
failed). There was Czechoslovakia. 
Feller, as UN counsel, pitched into the 
fight over the UN job of Jan Papanek, 
who had denounced the Communist coup 
in that country, and saved Papanek's job. 
There was, and still is, on the other hand, 
the long fight to scat Communist China 
and kick out the Nationalists. Feller 
prepared a memorandum for the Secre- 
tary-General that held that a govern- 
ment in actual power (in this case the 



family who, to advance himself in his 
Jewish studies, had come to the German 
capital to sit at the feet of its great 
masters of learning. As mentor and 
pupil, Schechter and Montefiore became 
fast friends, and when the time came for 
the English scholar to return to his 
country he prevailed upon his teacher to 
accompany him. This was in 1882, when 
Solomon Schechter was thirty-two years 
old. 

The Roumanian-born "gypsy-scholar" 
who came to London without knowledge 
of the English language, remained there 
for twenty years as hero and leader of 
the small group of Jewish savants who 
had emigrated to England some years be- 
fore. Dimly, but correctly, it was felt 
that with the man of halting English 
tongue but tantalizing personality, had 
come an unusual source of power and 
wisdom. 

Solomon Schechter met with a cor- 
diality seldom accorded a stranger in 
England. According to British standards 
Schechter was unconventional. He was 
boisterous and given to sudden outbursts 



Communist) should be recognized by the 
UN as the representative of the people 
of a member nation. There was also 
Palestine. Here again, throughout the 
long struggle to build a Jewish state and 
to establish peace and stability in the 
Middle East, Feller has played a key role 
in the planning of policy, in the formu- 
lation of settlement schemes, in the map- 
ping of conciliation procedures. 

Anyone who has an international as- 
signment with the UN is compelled to 
take an oath that he will not work for 
the interest of any individual nation, and 
Abe Feller once had to demonstrate what 
such a responsibility entails. Quite 
naturally, Feller feels an attachment to 
Israel only second to that he feels to- 
ward his own country. 

But when the UN decided to press a 
claim for damages against Israel in the 
case of County Folke Bernadotte's assas- 
sination, it was Feller who was called 
upon to argue the case before the Inter- 
national Court of Justice at The Hague. 
He won the case, forcing Israel to pay 
the claim. 



FELLER OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

By David Wesley 
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of temper; his clothes were not always 
correct, and he defended, or rather noisily 
shouted, his views with ferocity. But 
Schechter appealed to them because he 
was so direct, fearless and inflexible. 

After conquering London he conquered 
Cambridge. He was the first Jewish 
scholar to be appointed lecturer at Cam- 
bridge University, intended primarily to 
train students for the Christian ministry. 
A brilliant company of England's best 
minds — scholars, writers, and men of wit 
and learning — gathered about him. They 
forgave much where there was so much 
to admire. He roared, hurt, and lacer- 
ated, but they had the utmost respect for 
his solid learning and original views. 

He showed as little restraint with his 
Christian as with his Jewish friends. 
Nonetheless they admired him and he 
was the most popular faculty member on 
the Cambridge campus. His imposing 
figure gave him the appearance of the 
Greek god Zeus stepped off Olympus. 
The women adored him; they pointed to 
him as "that wild man of genius." The 
scholar who had never had a formal 
school education was awarded by Cam- 
bridge University the degree of Master 
of Arts and Doctor of Letters honoris 
causa. 

Writing did not come easy to Schechter. 
He admitted himself that he fought with 
every word as with the devil. He had 
not published much of any consequence 
in Vienna and Berlin. "Abbot d'Rabbi 
Nathan," an important talmudic tractat 
of ethical content, was the first fruit of 
his scholarship. This immediately gave 
him world-wide standing among scholars. 
But Claude Montefiore, who sensed 
Schechter's great powers of expression, 
urged him to write on lighter themes than 
textual criticism. The result was that 
remarkable series of essays on the Bible, 
Talmud, and sketches of Jewish worthies 
of past centuries which, when collected 
and published in three volumes under 
the title "Studies in Judaism," met with 
an enthusiastic reception accorded to few 
other Jewish works. 

Solomon Schechter united in himself 
something of the romanticism of Israel 
Baal Shem Tob, the love of learning of 
the Gaon of Wilna, the mystic piety of 
Nahmanides, the fantastic other worldli- 
ness of the Jewish saints and martyrs of 
medieval Germany, the gentle skepticism 
of Nahman Krochmal, and the glowing 



faith and tenderness of the men of six- 
teenth century Safed. In his essays he 
more than described his subjects. He re- 
created life-like images of them, with all 
their greatness and glamor. Had he done 
nothing more, had he attempted little 
else, his "Studies in Judaism" alone would 
have entitled him to the affection and 



ONE of the finest Jewish commu- 
nities in the world today is the 
Jewish community in the Argentine. 
I was convinced during my recent 
visit there that the 400,000 Jews of 
Argentina are destined to play a much 
greater role in world Jewish affairs than 
the Jewish communities of France, or 
even England. While the influence of 
the latter communities — which comprise 
approximately the same number of Jews 
as Argentina — is visibly declining on the 
world Jewish scene, the influence of Ar- 
gentine Jewry is increasing. And there 
is no doubt that the Jewish community 
in Buenos Aires is only at the beginning 
of its development. 

• 

Economically, the situation of the Jews 
in Argentina is sound, and if there is no 
change of mood on the part of President 
Peron — as there was in the case of Mus- 
solini — anti-Semitism will not come to 
the forefront there. At present Peron 
has made it clear that he will not tolerate 
any anti-Jewish activities, and he does all 
he can to prove that he means it. It 
seems to be his conviction that Hitler's 
and Mussolini's greatest mistakes were 
their anti- Jewish policies. And he seems 
to be determined to avoid repeating this 
mistake. 

Much of the Jewish activities in Ar- 
gentina are centered on aiding Israel, but 
a good deal is also being done to 
strengthen internal Jewish life. Thus 
one can find in Buenos Aires the best 
Jewish schools in the world — some of 
them larger even than the schools in 
Tel Aviv — and one of the best Jewish 
centers on the American Continent. This 
institution, known as "Hebraica," can 
compare favorably with the best YMHA 
building in the United States. It is always 
full of Jewish youth, always humming 
with activity — cultural, sport and social. 



gratitude of the world. 

• 

But Solomon Schechter was not only 
a popular writer, a creator of miniature 
masterpieces. He was a discoverer of lost 
treasure of Jewish wisdom. The Hebrew 
original of Ben Sira, the "Documents of 
Jewish Sectaries," and the almost count- 
(Continued on page 22) 



The Spanish language is predominant 
among the Jewish youth, but there is 
no ground whatever for fearing that they 
will be lost to Jewry. There is practically 
no intermarriage, since the laws of the 
country make divorce practically impos- 
sible, hence one thinks twice before en- 
tering the marriage bond. 

Somewhat different is the picture in 
Brazil. . . . Jewish communal life is not 
as colorful and as many-sided as it is in 
Argentina. However, this is because the 
number of Jews in Brazil is only about 
one-third of that in Argentina, and be- 
cause they are split into various commu- 
nities at Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo and 
the rest of the country. In Argentina 
they are chiefly concentrated in Buenos 
Aires. Another reason may be the fact 
that while Argentine Jewry pays atten- 
tion to its own communal needs, the 
Jews of Brazil concentrate primarily on 
Zionist activities. So far very little has 
been done in Brazil to keep the Jewish 
student youth together and to stimulate 
their interest in activities other than 
Zionist. 

The Jewish community of Brazil is 
much younger than the one in Argentine, 
being a "first-generation" community. 
There are four Jewish newspapers, two 
in Yiddish and two in Portuguese. For 
a period of some seven years, until the 
end of World War II, no Jewish publi- 
cation was permitted in Brazil. Nor 
was it permitted to conduct public meet- 
ings in Yiddish, and Zionist activities 
were banned. 

Not the slightest sign of anti-Semitism 
—overt or camouflaged — prevails in 
Brazil, except that the country is not 
open to Jewish immigrants. Jews feel 
(Continued on page 22) 



THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES OF SOUTH AMERICA 

By Boris Smolar 
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OLD Man Horowitz was about to 
pull down the shade on the door 
when he saw a man coming to- 
ward his barber shop. He hesitated for 
a minute. The man approached the door 
and motioned that he wanted to come in. 

Horowitz recognized him. It was 
Bo-Bo Miller. That good-for-nothing! 
He opened the door and the tall thin 
man entered. 

Bo-Bo looked down at the barber, 
"Whatta vuh get scared about, Pops? I 
only want a shave." 

Horowitz looked up at the clock in the 
wall. "You're too late, Mr. Miller, it's 
after closing time," he said quickly. 

"It's six-thirty on the nose," Bo-bo 
spat out. "What's the matter kike, don't 
you want to shave me?" This with a 
sardonic grin. 

The barber was flustered. "You say 
it's on the nose? So, all right, it's on 
the nose. Come in and sit down." 

Bo-bo walked over to the hangers and 
put his hat on the shelf. He carefully 
took off his coat and hung it up. He 
looked around, found the whisk broom 
and brushed his coat. He cleaned it 
siowly, overlapping his strokes. 

"Yuh oughta get yourself a nigger," 
Bo-bo complained. 

"I told you before I got too small a 
store to hire a porter," Horowitz said. 
"And they are Negroes, not what you 
call them." 

"They're niggers to me, Pops," Bo-bo 
snid quietly. "And don't go correctin' 
me any more. I don't like it." 

He took off his jacket then the holster 
with its gun, and hung them beside his 
coat. 

He carries his gun the way a salesman 
carries his samples, thought Horowitz. 
The man just ain't got shame. 

Bo-bo sat himself down in the first 
chair. 

"A shave you said, Mr. Miller?" asked 
Horowitz. 

"Yeah, 'a shave I said, Mr. Miller'," Bo- 
bo mimicked. 

Horowitz put a sheet around Bo-bo 
and imprisoned him with a safety pin. 
He tilted the chair back and Bo-bo sighed 
contently. "That feels good, Pops. I've 
had a hard day." 

A hard day you've had? thought Horo- 
witz. A black filthy day you've had! 
Gangster that you are, how can yon re- 
lax? How can a bandit like yon ever 



A Short Story 



THE SHAVE 



sleep? Don't you ever dream? Don't 
the people you've hurt, the people you've 
killed haunt you? Such a country Amer- 
ica! An innocent bum sleeping on a park 
bench they'll pick up and give thirty 
days. But this piece of scum lives like 
a king. Murderer that he is, he sits back 
in my chair, comfortable, getting a shave. 

Horowitz mixed soap and water and 
applied the lather to Bo-bo's lean dark 
face. Such a low-life. Runs all the dirty 
rackets in the neighborhood. The num- 
bers, the horses and the loan sharks. Even 
I have to pay him and his gang ten dol- 
lars a week for protection. Protection! 

Horowitz remembered how it had 
started. Bo-bo and his gunmen had visited 
all the stores in the neighborhood. "We're 
sellin' protection, Pops," they had said. 
"You need about ten bucks worth a 
week. Unnerstan'?" 

He would never forget their sneering 
faces. 

He had felt fear and had given Bo-bo 
the ten dollars to get rid of him and 
them. 

But Mendelkorn, the candystore owner, 
had refused "Never," He had shouted at 
them. "I came to America to pay tribute 
to gangsters? No! In Europe lice like 
you could do such things, but not in 
America! Get out of my store. I'll re- 
port you to the police!" They left 
quietly, smiling their broken-teeth smiles. 

The next day Mendelkorn had had an 
accident. He had lain for five weeks in 
the hospital with three broken ribs. 

// was just like in the movies, but 
here there was no Cagney to stop it. 

Horowitz disliked even touching the 
man's skin. Such a person — the lowest 
from the low — had no right to live. 

The stories they told about him. The 
murders he had committed but never 
had he been tried for them. They said 
he had tight contacts with the police 
and the politicians. He paid off with his 
stolen money and they let him walk the 
streets again. And like a wolf, like a 
mad dog he went on collecting and kill- 
ing. 

"Hey Pops, enough with the soap, start 
shaving already." Bo-bo commanded. 
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What a louse, everything with him was 
an order! 

Horowitz returned the soapcup to the 
shelf and selected a razor. "If you want 
a good shave, don't rush me," he said 
slowly. 

Bo-bo opened one eye and looked up 
at the old barber. He laughed a short 
hard laugh. "Pops," he taunted, "you 
couldn't give a good shave even if you 
wanted to." 

"Then why do you always come in 
here?" Horowitz demanded. 

"You know I give my trade to the 
local stores." 

Horowitz stared at the razor in his 
hand. His hand was shaking. He grabbed 
the razor-strop and sharpened his razor. 
He then bent over Bo-bo and started to 
shave him. 

Suddenly, a tremor seized him, a numb 
throbbing desire coiled about him. He 
could hear it talk. Give him a shave, 
Mr. H., give him a shave he'll never for- 
get. This is your dream coming alive. 
Across the throat for Mr. Mandlekorn. 
Deep for the girls who sell their bodies 
for him. A slash and you rid everyone 
of this Bo-bo cancer. This is not murder 
— this is justice. Think of all those he 
has killed, all those he is bleeding to 
death. Save them from his evilness. 
Now! 

How strange, thought Horowitz, for 
the first time I am not afraid of him. 

He looked down at Bo-bo half -dozing 
in the chair. This would be the end 
of it. 

He tenderly moved Bo-bo's head back 
and stared down at him. It would be 
so simple, one careful slash across the 
throat. 

Bo-bo opened an eye, "Gonna take all 
night, Pops?" 

Oh God, give me the strength, Horo- 
witz begged silently. It would be so easy. 
I'm an old man with no family, allow 
me this one good everlasting deed, please! 

He kept shaving Bo-bo, gliding his 
(Continued on page 23) 
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ANCIENT HEBREW ART 




Arch of Titus 

THE illustrations on this page are samplings from a fascinating new book, "Ancient 
Hebrew Arts," by Dr. A. Reifenberg and published by Schocken Books. It is 
a compilation of numerous reproductions, with detailed explanatory texts, of the 
art remains of Jewish antiquity dating from the time of Kings to the 6th or 7th 
century. Dr. Reifenberg teaches at the Hebrew University. The picture above is 
of a detail from the Roman Arch of Titus and shows Jews made captive by Titus 
after his conquest of Jerusalem and objects used in the Temple. Below, a fragment 
by a Roman sculptor relating to Jewish life — a menorah, boys treading grapes. 



Among the art objects discussed by 
Dr. Reifenberg are medallions and jars of 
glass. Some of the glasses have the de- 
signs worked in gold. One, in the 
Metropolitan Museum, shows a Torah 
shrine. In front of the steps stands a 
menorah flanked by vessels for wine and 
oil, and by a lulav and ethrog and some 
other articles not readily identifiable. 

Dr. Reifenberg writes, "It would seem 
that the Jews took a prominent part 
in bringing the art of glass making into 
Europe. They had learned glass painting 
from the Phoenicians and Egyptians and 
carried on their craft in their homeland. 
... In the year 687 Greek workmen 
emigrated to France, where they produced 
glass in the Jewish manner." 




Marble Sarcophagus 



Glass Jar 

A gold glass in the Vatican 
Museum in Rome also depicts a 
Torah shrine, now flanked by two 
lions, emblem of Judah, guarding 
the divine law. The bottom half 
of the plate shows the seven- 
branched candelabra, oil jars, lulav 
and ethrog and a shofar. 

The jar reproduced on this page 
is of pressed glass and is remarkably 
like old American glass bottles. It 
is owned by the Toledo Museum of 
Art. 

"Ancient Hebrew Arts," also 
contains many reproductions of 
lamps of the Biblical period, one of 
them a striking creation which uses 
the familiar menorah design as both 
a handle and decoration. 
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HOW fair, O Jacob, are your tents! 
How fair your homes, O Israel," 
says the Bible. To the Jew the 
home has always been a sanctuary and 
the primary place for Jewish life to take 
root. In the midst of this wholesome 
environment the child absorbed his 
knowledge; the education of the child 
was a cooperative venture between par- 
ents and teacher. Both had one 
objective in mind, the welfare and de- 
velopment of the child. The home at- 
mosphere enabled the child to picture the 
things taught in school, because at home 
he was able to get the practical examples 
of Jewish values on their highest level. 
The school and the home, thus, presented 
a unified front; they worked in the same 
direction, and the growth of the child 
was enhanced. 

The modern American Jewish scene 
presents an entirely different picture. The 
traditional home is being disintegrated 
and the indifference of the parents to the 
Jewish education of their children is be- 
coming more and more striking. The 
Hebrew schools have become isolated fac- 
tors, divorced from the realities of life. 
Many, if not most of the parents in this 
country, think that they have discharged 
their obligation to their children merely 
by sending them to the Hebrew and Re- 
ligious school. They still cling to the no- 
tion that the child's education can be 
divided into two parts — the teacher can 
look after the intellectual development, 
while they can care for the physical and 
character development. Hence the fail- 
ure of the Jewish educational institutions. 

In analyzing the present situation, we 
find that the child acquires Jewish knowl- 
edge in the school, but cannot practise at 
home the things he learns. The teacher 
thus creates for the child only an artifi- 
cial atmosphere of Jewish living and ac- 
tivity within the school itself. Normally 
the flow of cultural tradition is from the 
adult to the child. We cannot expect to 
reverse the flow from the child to the 
adult. 

Jewish religious education can become 
meaningful only when the Jewish home 
is the place to which all the child's ex- 
periences can be related. The parents 
must see that Jewish patterns of conduct 
and attitudes become firmly set in the 
child's personality. The home must be- 



// is Not Enough to Send 
Your Child to Hebrew School 



HEBREW EDUCATION 
BEGINS AT HOME 



come the place where the child will find 
the practical examples of Jewish values. 
The effects of an improved curriculum 
and modern methods of teaching become 
weakened unless there is a home in which 
the varied experiences of the child can 
be intelligently integrated. The parents 
must furnish a home atmosphere in which 
the Jewish interests of their children may 
grow. 

The Passover story will have a mean- 
ing to the child when he will find his 
parents conducting a Seder service in the 
traditional manner. Chanukah will as- 
sume its true significance when the child 
joins the father in lighting the Chanukah 
lights and reciting the benedictions 
taught in school. The child will eagerly 
take part in the services during the High 
Holidays and Festivals if he will witness 
the solemnity of the occasion at home, 
and if the parents will accompany him 
to the synagogue. Jewish history, the 
achievements of the Jewish people, its 
trials and tribulations, the will to sur- 
vive, will become permanently fixed in 
the child's mind, if he will be able to 
find a willing ear at home for the things 
he has learned at school. Above all, the 
child will be happy if his parents will 
possess sufficient knowledge to assist him 
in the preparation of the school assign- 
ments and give him advice and guidance. 

Can we achieve this aim in the face of 
the present situation? Yes. We can 
achieve it through a program of parent 
education which must become a vital part 
in the work of the school and the 
synagogue. 

The Parent-Teachers' Association and 
the Sisterhood are normally the two func- 
tioning bodies in a synagogue school 
which assist in various undertakings, help 
in the registration, supply the school with 
necessary supplies and help raise funds for 
the acquisition of books for the school 
library and other essential materials. It 
is to these two bodies that the school 
should look for assistance in promoting 
parent education. What means shall be 



By LEO SHPALL 

used and what methods employed to make 
such a project a success? 

1. A major portion of the monthly 
meeting should be devoted to the discus- 
sion of a phase of the Jewish way of life, 
with a brief talk preceding the discussion. 

2. The P.T.A. or the Sisterhood 
should institute monthly or semi-monthly 
seminars devoted to Jewish holidays, cus- 
toms and ceremonies. These seminars 
should be conducted as workshops in 
which the parents would be active par- 
ticipants. The historical significance of 
the holidays and observances should be 
stressed. 

• 

Before the Passover holidays a model 
parents' Seder should be conducted. Be- 
fore Succoth a miniature Succah should 
be built and the blessing of the Lulav 
and Esrog recited. The Chanukah holi- 
day should be preceded by a seminar at 
which the lights should be kindled and 
the blessing learned by the parents. The 
mothers should also familiarize themselves 
with the recipes of special holiday deli- 
cacies. If successfully conducted, the 
seminars will attract a substantial num- 
ber of parents who will be both pleased 
and grateful. 

Parent education, however, must not 
stop at this point. To be helpful to the 
child and the school, the parents must 
be well informed — they must study. 
Adult institutes should be organized in 
each synagogue. The institutes should in- 
troduce intensive courses of about thirty 
sessions each. These courses, properly 
planned, will attract a considerable num- 
ber of men and women. 

In this respect the Institute of Jewish 
Studies for Adults at the Brooklyn Jew- 
ish Center has been successful. The 
courses in Hebrew, Jewish History, Re- 
ligion, Bible, Talmud and Yiddish have 
proved popular. It took years of pain- 
staking effort to bring the Institute to 
its present status. Now more than two 
hundred students take these courses, and 
(Continued on page 23} 
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THE NEW MEMBER OF 
THE BOARD OF REGENTS 



The following article about Mr. 
Holtzmann, a trustee of the Center, 
was published in the Jewish Forum. 

THE most august body in the State 
of New York is its Board of Re- 
gents. In almost kingly fashion, as 
its name implies, the order of succession 
is by inheritance — not a physical inheri- 
tance, but a sort of spiritual one which, 
at the same time, is fully in harmony 
with the democratic tradition. The 
salary each regent receives is also a spirit- 
ual one — the satisfaction of having played 
a most important role in the educational 
life of the Empire State. Among its 
members have been Alexander Hamilton, 
John Jay, Martin Van Buren, and Wash- 
ington Irving. 

The most outstanding citizens of the 
State, as a rule, are elected to this Board 
— not directly by the people, but by the 
State Legislature in joint session, unfet- 
tered by the political recommendation of 
the Governor or other officials. Its mem- 
bers serve for a term of thirteen years by 
the stagger system — one regent elected 
each year during the second week in 
February from the ten judicial districts 
in the State. Three of the Regents are 
elected at large, irrespective of the ten 
districts. 



This distinguished group of thirteen 
men (occasionally a woman graces its 
membership) , at different times included 
Jews. Interesting is the fact that, since 
the constitution of the Board in 1784, 
when Rabbi Gershom Seixas, of the Span- 
ish and Portuguese Synagogue, became a 
member and sat together with Alexander 
Hamilton and other first citizens of the 
State and Country, no Jew was elected 
until more than a century later, in 1905, 
when Edward Lauterbach was chosen. 
He was succeeded by Abram I. Elkus, 
afterwards U. S. Ambassador to Turkey 
and Judge of the Court of Appeals, and 
he, in turn, by Lucius N. Littauer. Next 
came Susan Brandeis, Roger W. Straus 
and, in 1949, Jacob L. Holtzmann — the 
last two among the members at large. 
Mr. Holtzmann was elected to succeed 
Miss Brandeis and is in a direct line of 
succession to Whitelaw Reid, former 
Chancellor of the State University and 
Ambassador to the Court of St. James. 
Interesting is the fact that Regent Holtz- 
mann comes from stock in Austria that 



were numbered among the pious Hassidim. 

I asked Mr. Holtzmann to tell me 
something of his background. While he 
spoke freely on matters relating to his 
office, he was reticent when it came to 
a discussion of himself. He did, however, 
talk of his father, the late Henry Holtz- 
mann, one of the early settlers of Browns- 
ville, a pioneer educator, one of the first 
to establish modern Hebrew schools in 
this country, and who, half a century 
ago, supervised the teaching of English 
to foreigners in the settlement houses of 
the Educational Alliance in New York 
and the Hebrew Educational Society in 
Brooklyn. He talked with enthusiasm 
of the work his father had done in help- 
ing to establish the Zionist Movement 
shortly after the first Zionist Congress 
held in Basel in 1897, and spoke with 
pride of the time when his father was 
the American correspondent of Dr. Theo- 
dor Herzl's publication Die Welt. 

What we learned of Regent Holtzmann 
was largely in confirmation of what ap- 
pears about him in "Who's Who in 
America." He was born in 1888, the 
oldest of a family of nine children, was 
brought here as an infant, received his 
schooling in the public and high schools 
of Brooklyn and was admitted to the Bar 
in 1909 and to the United States Su- 
preme Court in 1912. He holds the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws from 
St. Bonaventure University, New York. 

He is now a senior partner in one of 
the oldest and most prominent law firms 
in the City — Holtzmann, Wise, Shepard 
& Kelly. He served as special counsel to 
the Mortgage Commission of the State 
of New York in charge of the reorgani- 
zation of the various mortgage companies, 
and was Adviser to New York State of- 
ficials and legislative committees in mat- 
ters affecting mortgages and reorganiza- 
tion. He is the author of "Holtzmann's 
Municipal Court Practice" and has been 
a contributor to legal periodicals. 

In 1912, at the age of 24. he was 
elected a delegate to the Republican Na- 
tional Convention, and became a founder 
that year of the Progressive Party. He 
was chairman of its Law Committee and 
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an August Educational Body 
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served as counsel for its candidates, Theo- 
dore Roosevelt and Oscar S. Straus. In 
1948, he served as a Presidential Elector. 

Mr. Holtzmann was always interested 
in his Jewish brethren. He was a founder, 
honorary secretary and a trustee of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center and, at the time 
of his election to the Regency, was a 
member of the Board of Overseers of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary and of the 
Hebrew Educational Society, from both 
of which he had to resign, as both were 
chartered by and are under the supervi- 
sion of the Board of Regents. 

Mr. Holtzmann's brother and two of 
his sisters are members of the Bar; one 
of them, Fanny E. Holtzmann, the 
youngest of the family, is the well-known 
copyright international lawyer, who 
maintains offices in Hollywood and Lon- 
don, as well as New York, and is counsel 
for some of the leading figures in the 
literary and motion picture world. She 
is said to have recovered the largest ver- 
dict ever awarded in a libel case. 
• 

In speaking of the Board of Regents 
Mr. Holtzmann said that its standards of 
education are the highest in the world- 
All education of the State is unified, and 
it is perhaps the only State where educa- 
tion is entirely divorced from politics. 
As a Regent, I have withdrawn from all 
participation in politics. We take pride 
in the fact that the educational system 
of the State, which constitutes the Uni- 
versity of the State of New York,* has 
become the greatest and finest in the 
world. Those who served as Regents in 
the long span of its 164 years of exist- 
ence, are responsible for that. The Re- 
gents have jurisdiction, not only over all 
institutions of higher learning and over 
the entire public school system of the 
State but also over all Ucensed pro- 
fessions. The Regents supervise the med- 
ical, dental and all other professions 



* "The University of the State of New York," 
is the State body governing education, not a 
school. 
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JEWISH WORKERS IN THE 17th CENTURY 

By Vladimir G. Eliasberg 



which have to do with education in its 
broadest sense. In short, it is the policy- 
making body for education in the State 
and for the professions and for cultural 
institutions such as museums and public 
libraries. It is a body that is wholly free 
from prejudice, and displays the real 
spirit of American fair play in its work. 
This is particularly manifested in in- 
stances where clemency is sought by those 
who have been guilty of professional ir- 
regularities." 

When asked about the attitude of the 
Board towards the many refugee doctors 
who have sought the right to practice in 
this State, Mr. Holtzmann replied that 
their appeals were always considered with 
sympathy and understanding. 

He paid high tribute to Regent Roger 
W. Straus, and praised the work of his 
colleague as a member of the Regents' 
Committee to Enforce the Fair Educa- 
tional Practice Act. 

"What are some other activities of the 
Regents?" we asked. 

"We hear appeals from rulings of the 
motion picture censors; we evaluate col- 
lege degrees from foreign countries; we 
set the standards and supervise not only 
the professions of medicine and dentistry, 
but also those of the veterinary, CP .A., 
the architect, the surveyor, the podiatrist, 
and the shorthand reporter. The histor- 
ical sites in the State come under our 
supervision. But ours is in the main a 
policy-making function. The actual ad- 
ministration of the State Education Law 
is vested in the Commissioner of Educa- 
tion appointed by us. Local matters are 
left to the boards of education set up by 
individual communities." 
Chanukah Lights 

The kindling of the lights on 
Chanukah is a precious command 
which all should observe in order to 
proclaim the miracle; and this should 
be followed by words of praise and 
thanksgiving to the Almighty. And 
even if he subsist on charity, he 
should borrow or sell his garment in 
order to buy oil. And if one is in 
need both of wine for the sanctifica- 
tion of the Sabbath and oil for the 
sanctification of the Chanukah 
lights, and possesses a single Perutah, 
the oil takes precedence over the 
wine, as both have been enjoined by 
the Scribes, and the Chanukah lights 
commemorate a miracle. 

— Maimonides 



I N THE twenty centuries since an- 
■ tiquity there have lived enlightened 
personalities able to contemplate the life 
of "totally different" human groups with- 
out hostile passion and to regard them 
scientifically and with sympathetic un- 
derstanding. 

One of the remarkable personalities for 
whom this holds true was the Italian 
physician, Bernardino Ramazzini. Born 
1633 in Capri, he attracted wide atten- 
tion by his remarkable work in anatomy, 
physiology and clinical medicine. In 
1700, when he was 67 years old, a work 
appeared that was destined to make his 
name immortal: "De Morbis Artificum 
Diatriba." (Treatise on Occupational 
Diseases of Workers.) In this book, the 
250th anniversary of which we should 
commemorate, the dangers to health aris- 
ing from certain occupations and the 
way in which to avoid them were out- 
lined systematically. One should keep 
in mind that this work was written at 
a time when, in England, the classical 
country of social science and economics, 
Bernard Mandeville and many other bril- 
liant economists held that poverty and 
economic distress of the working classes 
were nature-ordained and a necessary 
condition of any socio-economic and 
political system. Without pauperism, the 
English thought, society would not re- 
ceive the goods and services it needed. 
There would be no reserve army of work- 
ers willing to take orders. In fact, little 
progress had been made since the times 
of Aristotle and Plato in Greece and such 
Roman authors as Marcus Terentius Varro 
("De Re Rustica"), who thought that 
without enforcement and enslavement 
no work would be done. 

Ramazzini did not share these views. 
Such a scholar, an educated philologist, a 
historian and artist, a connoisseur of anti- 
quity, a true physician, he overcame social 
barriers. He went down into the pits, 
he spent time in the workshops because 
he was convinced that there was no other 
way to acquire an exact knowledge of 
the occupational dangers to health. Ob- 
serving the working man, only in the 
hospital or the laboratory would not do 
for Ramazzini. 

In the 31st chapter of his book, en- 



titled "De Morbis Judaeorum," the typ- 
ical diseases of the Jews of 250 years 
ago are described as occupational diseases. 
We should remember that today when 
we speak of the diseases of certain races 
and nations our first thought is of in- 
herited racial inferiority. It was so too 
when Ramazzini lived. He noted that, 
"There are only a few Jews, even among 
the richer, who do not suffer from skin 
rashes, so that one is inclined to believe 
that rashes among the Jews are inherited." 
Ramazzini disagreed with such an opinion. 
He was the first to demonstrate that it 
was the unhealthy occupations which led 
to the diseases. He wrote: 

"Women are forced to sew late into 
the night with insufficient light, often 
using obituary candles, so that hardly 
one of them past forty is free from some 
eye affliction or is not shortsighted. In 
nearly all Italian cities the Jews are 
squeezed into narrow quarters. Women 
always stand near the open window to 
get as much light as possible at their 
work, and because of this they suffer 
from headaches, earaches, toothaches; they 
have chronic colds, tearing eyes, are 
hoarse, hard of hearing and blear-eyed. 
The men, who either sit too long at their 
tailoring, or who stand around the nar- 
row lanes trying to sell their patchwork, 
are victims of poor nutrition, are melan- 
cholic and gloomy, and affected with an 
itch. A specially harmful occupation is 
that of furbishing up old mattresses. 
Such mattresses are full of sweat and all 
sorts of uncleanness. Waves of dust 
come out which cause coughing, labored 
breathing and sometimes vomiting. . . . 
We bring the beds of our deceased to 
the Jews for a thorough cleaning and 
the Jews, caretakers of the corpses, can- 
not help contracting terrible diseases 
through such work. . . . Let us try, then, 
to help this race, so that the people do 
not have to become victims of such bad 
sicknesses in their occupation. He rec- 
ommended physical exercises to help gain 
strength and for women walks in the 
open air and body cleanliness. 

Ramazzini's basic attitude cannot be 
emphasized enough today. His book 
contains a lesson as valuable in our times 
at it was in his. 
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ARAB WOMEN GAINING 
INDEPENDENCE IN ISRAEL 



WHILE equal rights for Jewish 
women in Israel will soon be a fact 
in all fields of social and public life, mat- 
ters are far more complicated in the 
Arab community in spite of the general 
trend towards greater liberty for women 
throughout the Near East. The only im- 
portant respect in which Moslem women 
are ahead of their Jewish co-citizens is 
in the law governing inheritance and 
married women's property. In all other 
matters they are still affected by customs 
which Jews either never knew or shed 
long ago. 

In general the trend in the whole of 
the Near East is toward the acceptance 
by the Moslems of the manners and cus- 
toms of the rather conservative Chris- 
tian Arabs, but every step is still being 
contested by the reactionary majority in 
the neighboring countries. Under these 
circumstances Israel, though in principle 
committed to complete equality for all 
its citizens irrespective of religion, must 
be careful not to interfere unduly in their 
more intimate relationships. This con- 
sideration also guided the Mandatory 
Government, but to an extent considered 
excessive by Jewish Israel. 

Arab women enjoy the vote in Israel 
and made free use of it for the first time 
during the Knesset elections; but none 
were elected on any ticket. Israel was 
the first country to enfranchise Arab 
women and is only now being followed 
by Syria, where the enfranchisement of 
literate women alone has been decided 
upon, subject to strict segregation of 
women voters at the polls. 

Arab city women of both religions to 
some extent joined Arab trade unions as 
early as Mandatory days with the encour- 
agement of both Histadrut organizers and 
government labor inspectors. They have 
separate divisions and observe the "amen- 
ities" by appearing on public occasions 
only in groups. No social intercourse be- 
tween men and women members even of 
the Communist labor groups is possible 
under party auspices, for fear of harming 
the movement. There has even been a 
case of Arab women attending an Arab 
Communist meeting at night by listening 
to the speaker from a room adjoining the 
main hall and departing — the Moslem 
women veiled — before the men left the 
assembly. 

Arab women's societies were active in 
Palestine — as they are to this day in the 



neighboring countries — and did much so- 
cial work while observing the customary 
proprieties. In opposition to their sister 
societies in Egypt, for instance, they al- 
ways denounced the struggle for women's 
rights and social freedom as unpatriotic. 
Most of their leaders fled the country and 
the few who remained are now again em- 
ployed in social work, with the assistance 
and encouragement of the Israel Ministry 
of Welfare. 

The Government of Israel will have to 
discourage irresponsible elements who 
might jeopardize the slow, but certain, 
progress which is to be expected as a re- 
sult of the generally favorable conditions 
now obtaining here for the emancipation 
of Arab women. Much may some day 
come from close collaboration of Jewish 
and Arab men and women teachers, so- 



Question: Why are the Chanukah 
candles customarily placed in a special 
candelabra called the Menorah? 

Answer: The menorah is used to hold 
the candles for symbolic reasons. It 
brings a symbol of the Temple into every 
Jewish home and thereby makes each 
home a sanctuary of Jewish life. This 
was especially desired since the original 
menorah of the Temple was looted. 

Question: What is the "Maoz Tzur"? 

Answer: "Maoz Tzur" is the name of 
a special Chanukah hymn that is sung 
after the candles have been lit. It is 
more popular with us as the "Rock of 
Ages." The hymn recounts the won- 
ders of Jewish history from the Exodus 
of Egypt, to the Babylonian exile, to 
the fall of Haman and to the conquest 
of the Syrians by the Maccabees. 

Question: Who is the author of 
"Maoz Tzur"? 

Answer: He is said to be Mordecai 
Halevi who lived in the thirteenth cen- 
tury. His name is contained in the 



By ADA OREN 

cial workers and trade union executives, 
but only if the Jews themselves are care- 
ful not to be drawn into delicate situa- 
tions which may engender distrust and 
spoil the atmosphere. 

Coeducation of Arab children in the 
lower grades, to which their parents usu- 
ally do not object, and the opening of 
Jewish schools to Arab students in the 
higher grades, as well as ending segrega- 
tion of the sexes in Arab teacher and so- 
cial worker training and the introduction 
of Jewish teachers into some Arab schools 
— all of which are already in various 
stages of execution — will do much to 
bridge the chasm between the customs of 
the two main sections of the population. 



acrostic of the opening letters of the 
hymn's stanzas. The melody is not the 
one formerly used. Many writers trace 
the current melody to a folk-song which 
is also claimed to have been used by 
Martin Luther. 

Question: What is the origin of the 
paragraph which is recited just after the 
lighting of candles: "We kindle these 
lights because of the miracles. . . ." 

Answer: This paragraph is taken di- 
rectly from the Talmud and is used so 
that all who witness the lighting of 
candles may fully understand the reason 
for their use. This was insisted upon 
because the lighting of the Chanukah 
candles is done to "publicize the miracle" 
of the Hasmonean victory and the mirac- 
ulous duration of the tiny cruse of oil. 

JEWISH PROVERBS 

Begin thinking of death and you are 
no longer sure of your life. 

He who walks straight will not 
stumble. 

Mix with the neighbors and you learn 
what goes on in your own home. 

— From "Yiddish Proverbs." 



QUESTIONS FOR CHANUKAH 
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NEWS 



OF THE 
MONTH 



THE municipal elections in Israel, 
considered an indication of the 
present political sentiments in the 
country, resulted in a marked swing to 
the right. The General Zionists registered 
a tremendous gain. According to un- 
official figures, they polled 2 5 percent of 
the ballots, as compared with 7.3 percent 
which they received in the parliamentary 
elections in January, 1949. 

The Mapai, Israel's Labor Party, still 
remained the leading group in the 
country. This party, of which David 
Ben Gurion is the leader, received more 
than 26 percent of the votes in the mu- 
nicipal elections. However, in the par- 
liamentary elections of 1949 Mapai re- 
ceived 37 percent. Altogether about 
42 5,000 persons cast their votes, electing 
527 municipal councillors by direct, 
secret balloting. 

Official results of the municipal elec- 
tions in Tel Aviv show that the General 
Zionists there won 31 percent of the 
votes, the Mapai, 23 percent; Herut, 14; 
Mapam, 10; Hapoel Hamizrachi, four; 
Agudas Israel, three; Progressives, three; 
Communist, two; Mizrachi, two; Yem- 
enites two; Landlords, Sephardim, and 
Artisans, 0.7 each. 

a 

In Jerusalem, semi-official final figures 
reveal that the Histadrut received about 
24 percent of all the votes, Religious 
groups 11 percent; General Zionists 22 
percent; Herut about 9 percent; Progres- 
sive Party about 4 percent and Mapam 
about 10 percent. The Communists re- 
ceived two percent. 

•£r 

Al Hamishar, organ of the left-wing 
Socialist Party, Mapam, published a com- 
prehensive tabulation of the voting 
which showed that Mapam won 11.6 per- 
cent of the ballots as compared with 
10.6 in the 1949 parliamentary elections. 
The tabulation also shows that the Gen- 
eral Zionists polled 25.2 percent of the 
ballots, as compared with 7.3 in the na- 
tional elections. According to the same 
table, all other parties "lost more or less 



heavily," to wit: Mapai dropped from 
37.2 to 26.9; Herut from 15.4 to 10.5; 
Religious Bloc from 15.4 to 12.8; Pro- 
gressives from 5.5 to 4; Communists 
from 2.6 to 2.4. 

Haaretz, independent General Zionist 
newspaper, declared that the "General 
Zionists are the second party in the 
state," and urged the holding of new 
national elections. Davar, the Mapai 
newspaper, ran a banner stating that the 
"municipal elections produced a right- 
wing concentration," while Haboker, offi- 
cial General Zionist organ, printed a page 
one streamer announcing the "decisive 
victory for General Zionists in local 
elections." 

President Truman received a delegation 
of 15 representatives of all major Jewish 
groups in this country and indicated to 
them that he is deeply interested in 
Israel's economic situation. He promised 
that he would immediately look into the 
matter to see what he could do on behalf 
of the American Government. 

The delegation presented the President 
with a memorandum urging that the 
U. S. Government include Israel in its 
policy of extending financial aid to dem- 
ocratic countries. The memorandum was 
presented by Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 
chairman of the American section of the 
Jewish Agency, who emphasized that its 
contents were approved in principle by 
the 2,000 American Jewish leaders who 
attended the recent National Planning 
Conference in Washington. 

•sir 

Hope that the U. S. Government will 
extend economic aid to Israel is expressed 
in a scroll of greetings presented to Presi- 
dent Truman by a delegation of the 
United Synagogue of America, now hold- 
ing its annual convention there. Receiv- 
ing the delegation at the White House, 
the President expressed his gratitude for 
the scroll. 

tr 

A series of 20 Economic Seminars on 
Israel will be held in major cities through- 
out the United States under the auspices 



of the Economic Department of the 
Zionist Organization of America. 

The seminars, to be held in prominent 
industrial centers during the next several 
months, will serve to bring together for 
authoritative discussions on Israel's eco- 
nomic potentialities many of the foremost 
businessmen and industrialists in their 
respective communities. Outstanding 
economic and financial authorities will 
speak on such topics as industrial life in 
Israel, imports and exports and foreign 
trade. 

The Israel parliament referred to its 
legal committee the bill submitted by the 
Cabinet fixing the term of the present 
parliament at four years and providing 
that the next parliamentary elections be 
held in January, 1953. 

The issue has now become one of the 
most controversial in the country, in 
view of the fact that the General Zionist 
Party, which emerged with heavy gains 
in the municipal elections, is now de- 
manding immediate parliamentary elec- 
tions. This demand is being supported 
by the right-wing Herut Party and by 
the left-wing Socialist Mapam Party. All 
of these three groups are not represented 
in the present Cabinet. 

GIBRALTAR ELECTS 
JEWISH LEGISLATOR 

ONE Jew has been elected a member 
of the Gibraltar Legislative Council, 
which, for the first time in history, will 
exercise a measure of home rule over 
Britain's famed "rock" community. 

The nine-member council, of which 
only five are elected, will include Joshua 
Hassan, leading member of the Jewish 
community. Abraham Serfaty, another 
Jew, was defeated in the elections. Gi- 
braltar's Jewish community numbers 
about 800 persons. 

The executive of the Jewish Agency, 
meeting in plenary session in New York, 
reviewed with representatives of the 
Council of Jewish Federations and Wel- 
fare Funds a wide range of problems 
touching on Israel campaigns in the 
United States and their relationship to 
the programs of the local Jewish commu- 
nities. A memorandum prepared by the 
Council was discussed in detail. 

It was the first time that representa- 
tives of the Council, acting as a group, 
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and a plenary of the Jewish Agency ex- 
ecutive has had the opportunity for so 
full and frank an exchange of views. 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann, chairman of the 
American section of the executive, who 
presided at the session, declared at its 
close that "the exchange was extremely 
helpful in clarifying many problems." 

Permission to conduct separate Youth 
Aliyah fund-raising drives throughout 
the world was asked by Moshe Kol, di- 
rector of the Youth Aliyah movement 
conducted by the Agency. Mr. Kol said 
that this was necessary in view of the 
increasing needs and decreasing funds for 
youth immigration. 

ft 

A total of 19, J 67 Jewish immigrants 
arrived in Israel during the month of 
October, making it the largest contingent 
to reach the Jewish state in any month 
since January. 

The bureau added that in the first ten 
months of this year the number of immi- 
grants who arrived in Israel was 14 J, 041, 
while the total number of Jews who 
reached the Jewish state since the proc- 
lamation of statehood in May, 1948, is 
480,010. 

ft 

Authoritative quarters in London con- 
firmed that 16 heavy Centurian tanks 
were delivered recently by British manu- 
facturers to Egypt. 

ft 

A delegation of the Histadrut in Israel 
will arrive in London December 3 as 
official guests of the British Labor Party, 
the Trades Union Congress and the Co- 
operative Union. The Israelis will remain 
in Britain for about two weeks and will 
visit a number of industrial areas. 
ft 

The Pavel Yershov, Soviet Minister to 
Israel, boarded the Constanza-bound Ru- 
manian liner Transylvania en route home 
to Moscow for a leave. The Russian 
diplomat suddenly notified the Israel 
Foreign Ministry that he was leaving the 
country. 

ft 

The Vatican still favors the inter- 
nationalization of Jerusalem, it was in- 
dicated in Osservatore Romano, the pub- 
lication which mirrors the sentiments of 
the Holy See. 

The newspaper carries a report by the 
Catholic News Agency that a Dutch- 



Canadian proposal for the extra-terri- 
toriality of the Holy Places in Palestine is 
based on the assumption that the Vatican 
merely wishes to guarantee the security 
of the Holy Places. 

Abba Eban, Israel's representative to 
the United Nations, withdrew his resolu- 
tion before the Security Council demand- 
ing that Egypt end its Suez Canal block- 
ade of Israel vessels and Isreal-bound 
goods. The withdrawal followed the in- 
troduction of a three-power resolution 
calling on Israel, Egypt and Jordan to 
settle their charges and countercharges 
through the media of the mixed armistice 
commissions. 

The resolution, introduced by Warren 
Austin of the United States and con- 
curred by Britain and France, also ex- 
pressed the hope that the countries in- 
volved will carry out that section of the 
Israel- Jordan armistice pact which deals 
with the guaranteeing of free access to a 
number of places and roads in the Jeru- 
salem area including Mt. Scopus. It also 
instructed Brig. Gen. William Riley, 
U.N. armistice chief, to control the 
movement of nomadic Arab tribes across 
the various borders and armistice lines 
and took note of Israel's pledge to 
evacuate the disputed Beir Katar area. 
Gen. Riley was asked to report back to 
the Security Council within 90 days. 
ft 

A portion of the monies and assets due 
German Jewry in the form of restitution 
should be used to help the major Jewish 
relief organizations of the world which 
are facing extreme financial difficulties 
in meeting their tasks, it was decided at 
a meeting in London of the executive 
committee of the Council for the Pro- 
tection of the Rights and Interests of 
Jews from Germany. The Council is the 
central representative body of German 
Jewish organizations throughout the 
world. 

At the same time, the executive, whose 
session was chaired by Dr. Leo Baeck, 
former Chief Rabbi of Berlin, expressed 
the hope that a substantial portion of the 
funds from heirless and communal resti- 
tution would be made available for the 
Council itself to be used for German 
Jews now in the United States, Britain, 
Israel and other countries. 



Survey Reveals Poor 
Synagogue Attendance 

A SURVEY of Conservative Syna- 
gogue attendance throughout the 
country has revealed a discouraging pic- 
ture, the only bright spot of which is to 
be found in the junior congregations of 
youths, according to Dr. Emil Lehman, 
assistant executive director of the United 
Synagogue of America. 

The survey, conducted in cooperation 
with the Columbia University Bureau of 
Social research, indicated that only one 
third of the membership of synagogues 
attends Friday night services. Dr. Leh- 
man suggested that lay hearings be held 
to discuss faults of present services and 
ways of improving attendance. He said 
Conservative attendance was "gloomy — 
as in all churches." 

A campaign to re-activate the Sabbath 
is planned, to be carried out by what Dr. 
Lehman described as sound, modern ad- 
vertising techniques. These will not in- 
clude "stunts" to get people into the 
synagogue, he said. 



The Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations, at the closing session of its 
41st biennial assembly in Cleveland, ap- 
proved a resolution calling for intensified 
economic aid to Israel. "As religionists 
we look for the strengthening of the 
faith of our fathers and for new religious 
insights in Israel. We urge that the 
present situation, which limits the rights 
of non-Orthodox Jews, be corrected soon 
and we are certain that this will redound 
to the benefit of all religion and all of 
the people of Israel." 

ft 

The Central Conference of American 
Rabbis meeting in Cleveland, currently 
with the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations biennial assembly, unani- 
mously approved a chaplaincy procure- 
ment program which incorporates fea- 
tures similar to Selective Service. The 
plan was adopted at an extraordinary 
session of the C. C. A. R. 

Under the plan, rabbis will be divided 
between those who have previously served 
in the chaplaincy and those who have 
not. These divisions will further be classi- 
fied as follows: single rabbis, married, 
married with one child and married with 
more than one child. 
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—NEWS OF THE CENTER 



Rabbi Levinthal to Discuss 

"The Role of Dogma In Judaism" 

This Friday Night 

This Friday, December 1st, at 8:30 
P.M., Rabbi Levinthal will deliver a 
sermon on "The Role of Dogma in 
Judaism." Rabbi Levinthal discussed this 
subject at the Sabbath morning service 
of November 18 th and it is by special 
request of many of the worshippers that 
he is elaborating on it this Friday night. 
The theme deals with the new dogma 
recently proclaimed by the Christian 
Church and our rabbi is anxious that our 
people should know the proper role that 
dogmas have played in our religion. This 
is a most interesting subject, and judging 
by the interest displayed by all the wor- 
shippers at the Sabbath morning services, 
we are confident that many of our mem- 
bers will want to listen to this discussion. 

Cantor Sauler will lead in the congre- 
gational singing and offer a vocal selec- 
tion. 

Center Choral Group to Give 
Special Musical Program 
At Chanulcah Services 

The second musical program to be ren- 
dered this season by our Center Choral 
Group under the leadership of Mr. Sholom 
Secunda will be given in connection with 
the Chanukah services next Friday eve- 
ning, December 8 th. Mr. Secunda has 
prepared some new and special numbers 
in keeping with the Chanukah festival. 
Cantor Sauler will be the leading soloist 
in this program. The sermon on that 
evening will be a Chanukah Message and 
will be delivered by Rabbi Saltzman. 

Enrollment in Institute of Jewish 
Studies For Adults Still Open 
For New Students 

Our Institute of Jewish Studies for 
Adults has started this season's work. 
However, for the benefit of some of the 
late comers we are continuing to enroll 
new students for another ten days. We 
hope that those who have not yet regis- 
tered will do so during the coming week. 
Courses are offered in Conversational 
Hebrew, both elementary and advanced, 
as well as in Bible, Jewish History, Jewish 
Religion and Talmud. Most of the 
courses are given on Tuesday and Wed- 



nesday evenings. There are also special 
courses for women who cannot attend the 
evening sessions, that are given Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings. For 
further detailed information, apply at 
our information desk or to the registrar 
of the Institute, Mrs. E. N. Rabinowitz 
on the school floor of the Center. 

Adorn Your Home With An 
Israeli Menorah for Chanukah 

This year in particular we urge all the 
members of the Center to acquire a beau- 
tiful Menorah from Israel to illumine 
their homes during the coming Chanukah 
festival. The Center has now on display 
in the lobby of our building a number of 
such Menorahs which have recently ar- 
rived from Israel and designed by leading 
Israeli artists. They will add significance 
to the festival and charm to your home. 

Young Married Group 

The November meeting of the Young 
Married Group dealt with one phase of 
the problem of anti-Semitism. The sub- 
ject of the evening was "How To Answer 
a Bigot" and was directed by two repre- 
sentatives from the American Jewish 
Congress. Their presentation included a 
dramatization of anti-Semitic incidents 
and how to cope with them. A very 
stimulating discussion followed. 

The next meeting of the Young Mar- 
ried Group will be held on Thursday 
evening, December 14th at which time 
we will celebrate the holiday of Chanukah 
with a party, games and refreshments. All 
young married members are cordially in- 
vited to attend. 

Daily Services 

Morning services at 7 and 8 o'clock. 
Mincha services at 4:30 p.m. 

Sabbath Services 

Friday evening service at 4:30. 

Kindling of Candles at 4:10 p.m. 

Sabbath services, "Vayesheb," Genesis 
37:1-40:23; Prophets — Amos 2:6-3:8, 
will commence at 8:30 p.m. 

Mincha services at 4:00 p.m. 

Rabbi Saltzman will preach on the 
weekly portion of the Torah. 

Rabbi Abelson will deliver the lecture 
in Yiddish this Saturday afternoon at 
4 p.m. 



THE YOUNGER MEMBERSHIP 

T THE Executive Committee meet- 
* » ing held November 8, a resolution 
was overwhelmingly adopted to hold 
general meetings on alternate Tuesday 
evenings, beginning with the new year. 
This step was taken not to decrease our 
activities, but to elevate the prestige and 
standards of our organization and to give 
greater vitality and range to our varied 
Interest Group Activities. 

This innovation will make possible the 
required leadership and time to give you 
even better programs than heretofore, 
provide for a greater cultural, philan- 
thropic and social program, and enable 
us to give greater financial support to 
our Interest Groups. 

We shall also insist that our programs 
commence promptly at 9:00 P.M. and 
that no one be admitted after 9:30 P.M. 
Calendar of Events 

Tuesday, Dec. 5: In celebration of 
Chanukah, Hy Rosen is arranging a most 
enjoyable musical program, together with 
a candle lighting ceremony. The evening 
will be most festive as befits this happy 
holiday. 

Tuesday, Dec. 12: Debate on the 
topic, "Should the McCarran Control 
Law Be Repealed or Amended?" 

Tuesday, Dec. 19: Our annual Fund 
Raising Event on behalf of the Federation 
of Jewish Philanthropies. Details will be 
announced later. 

Tuesday, Dec. 26: An entertaining 
social is being arranged for this evening. 

Milton Reiner, 

President. 

Yiddish Literary and Musical Evening 

An interesting Yiddish literary and 
musical evening will be given at the 
Center on Wednesday, December 13 th 
at 8:15 o'clock. It will be in the form 
of a testimonial to Dr. Zvi Cahn on the 
occasion of the publication of his drama 
of Chassidic life "Der Rebi fon Kotzk." 
The following will participate: Dr. Israel 
H. Levinthal, Abraham Reisen, Dr. Abra- 
ham Asen, Dr. Bernard Heller, Dr. A. 
Rozmarin and others. Mr. Mordecai 
Rudensky will preside. The program of 
entertainment will include Zvi Scooler, 
A. L. Baron and Henrietta Schnitzer ac- 
companied by Natalie Asen Levine. 
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IN THE HEBREW SCHOOL 



T HE opening meeting of the P. T. A. 
■ was held on Tuesday, November 14, 
1950. The guest speaker was Rabbi 
Harry Halpern of the Midwood Jewish 
Center, who spoke on the subject, "Edu- 
cation — Our Primary Responsibility." 
The following new officers were installed 
by Rabbi Saltzman: Sarah Kushner, pres- 
ident; Lillian Raphael, vice-president; 
Helen Flamm, vice-president; Rose Davis, 
vice-president, Rose Klepper, recording 
secretary; Fannie Buchman, financial sec- 
retary; Rose Bromberg, corresponding 
secretary. Greetings were delivered by 
Rabbi Levinthal, and a brief report on 
the progress of the school by Rabbi 
Lewittes. Cantor William Sauler sang 
several Hebrew solos and led in the com- 
munity singing. He was accompanied by 
our music instructor, Mr. Naftali Frankel. 
A special Chanukah table was displayed 
to demonstrate how Chanukah could be 
observed in the home. 

At a special celebration held at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, two of our 
graduates were given the Keter Torah — 
highest award for achievement and schol- 
arship to members of the graduation class. 
The two recipients of the award were 
Sidney Tanenzopf and Arthur Rudy. 
The Brooklyn Jewish Center was repre- 
sented by Mrs. Ganya Spinrad, a mem- 
ber of the Executive Board of our P.T.A. 

The Jewish Education Committee has 
announced the following winners of the 
Achievement Award for the school year 
ending June 1950: 

Second Award 
Barbara Kaplan, Naomi Schiff, Peggy 
Krakauer, Renee Aronow, Isaac Dressner, 
Phyllis Burstein, Lila Berger, Arthur 
Kaplan, Myra Nelson, Lawrence Horo- 
witz, Alan Gnaizda, Naomi Raphael 
Martin Braunstein. 

First Award 
Myron Jackman, Ethel Persky, Lloyd 
Krimko, Charles Levy, Abigail Rabino- 
witz, Hal Arkowitz, Burton Weitzman, 
Maurice Friedman, Stephen Horowitz, 
Charles Stein, Paula Spinrad, Richard 
Feinman, Lillian Silberberg, Stanley 
Shalka, Michael Weisser, Lorraine Advo- 
cate, Susan Kallen, Alan Pinsky, Sylvia 
Zuckerman, Joseph Moskowitz, Arthur 



Walder, Robert Weinman, Miriam Ep- 
stein, Esther Klepper. 

£r 

The first post Bar Mitzvah breakfast 
of the season was held on Sunday, No- 
vember 12, 1950. The services were led 
by students of the Post Bar Mitzvah class 
and of the Senior Group under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Irvin Rubin and Mr. Daniel 
Waldstein. After the services there was 
a community breakfast prepared by the 
Hostess Committee of the P. T. A. under 
the chairmanship of Mrs. H. Flamm and 
Mrs. Rose Davis. A discussion on cur- 
rent problems in Israel followed, led by 
Mrs. Lila Cohen, teacher of the Con- 
secration class, who recently returned 
from a year's residence in Israel. 

The Hebrew School and Sunday School 
now boast the largest registration in the 
history of our classes. The registration 
for the school is 617. Of this number 



323 attend the Hebrew School three ses- 
sions per week, 132 attend the Sunday 
School for one session a week below the 
fifth grade and 109 attend the Sunday 
School for two sessions a week beyond 
the fifth grade. Fifty-three are enrolled 
in the High School department including 
the Senior Group, Consecration class, Post 
Bar Mitzvah class and Post Graduate 
class. 

A group of 80 students took part in 
an excursion to the Yankee Stadium spon- 
sored by the Jewish Community Council. 
The group was led by Miss Dorothy Breg- 
man and Robert Kritz, assisted by a com- 
mittee of parents. 

-tr 

Elections were held by the students of 
the Hebrew School for the General Or- 
ganization. After enthusiastic speeches 
by the candidates at an election assembly, 
the following candidates were chosen: 
president, Robert Rood; vice-president, 



Ark Cover from Israel Presented to Center 




Mr. and Mrs. Henry H. Gross, mem- 
bers of our Center, who recently returned 
from a tour through Israel, presented to 
our Synagogue a beautiful Parocbet, a 
covering for the Ark in our Synagogue. 
It is made of a fine white silk and is im- 
pressive in its simplicity. On the valance 
is embroidered in gold the Prophetic 



phrase "For out of Zion shall go forth 
the Law." In the center of the Parochet 
there are figures of the Menorah and olive 
branches — symbols of light and peace. 
The Parocbet was designed and fashioned 
in Tel Aviv by Lotte Engel-Hecker, one 
of the leading designers in Israel. 
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NEXT 

MEMBERSHIP 
SOCIAL MEETING 

Thursday Evening 
December 7th 
at 8:15 o'clock 
Cantor William Sauler 

will kindle the Chanukah lights 
and lead in the singing of appro- 
priate songs. 

Guest Artist 

GENE MARVEY 

Sensational Tenor who has recently 
returned from a triumphant tour 
through Europe, in a program of 
popular songs. 

Refreshments and Social Hour 
will follow 
Center members and their wives are 
cordially invited to attend. 

Admission on presentation of 
1950 membership cards. 



Isaac Dressner; secretary, Nina Gillery; 
treasurer, Naomi Schiff. At the first 
meeting of the G. O. the representatives 
met with a committee of the Center 
Academy and plans were worked out for 
joint activities between the two schools. 
The G. O. is under the direction of Mrs. 
J. Beder. 

The G. O. is sponsoring a campaign 
for the Jewish National Fund in connec- 
tion with the annual J. N. F. Tag Day. 
The campaign is under the direction of 
Mr. S. Edelheit. 



THE NEW TELEPHONE 
NUMBER OF THE CENTER 
IS 

HYACINTH 3-8800 



Junior Club Activities 

Over one hundred members are regis- 
tered in the Junior Clubs. They are dis- 
tributed as follows: Maccabees — 15; Tzo- 
fim — 20; Shorn rim — 19; Vi valets — 12; 
Candlelites — 14; Junior Inta-League — 26. 

The club season opened with a rally 
at which movies were shown. Each club 
elected its officers and together with their 
respective leaders the members tentatively 
outlined some of their future activities. 

Among the outstanding features of the 
club program were the observance of Bal- 
four Day, the celebration of Jewish Book 
Month, the significance of Columbus Day, 
and United Nations Day. 

The girls clubs implemented their pro- 
grams with learning of Hebrew songs and 
Israeli dances. 

Acknowledgment of Gifts 

We acknowledge with thanks receipt 
of donations for the purchase of Taleisim 
and Prayer Books from the following: 

Mr. Joseph Goldstein in honor of the 
birth of a grandchild Nat Rockmore. 

Congratulations 

Heartiest congratulations and best 
wishes are extended to: 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Bernstein of 1503 
President Street on the engagement of 
their granddaughter, Anita Kamholz, to 
Mr. Robert L. Marco on November 5 th. 

Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Goldsmith of 
1272 President Street on the marriage of 
their son, Mortimer Edward, to Miss 
Janice Lee Goldstein on November 26th. 

Mrs. Gussie Goldstein of 658 Mont- 
gomery Street on the marriage of her 



daughter, Ada June, to Mr. Gilbert Lee 
Scheinhaus on November 26th. 
Junior League News 

The Junior League of the Center has 
an active month ahead. Meeting every 
Thursday evening as usual, the meeting 
of December 7th will feature a square 
dance. Artie Ezersky has invited a pro- 
fessional square dance caller to insure a 
successful evening. December 14th, 
Diane Stadin and her entertainment com- 
mittee promise us another delightful 
musical evening. December 21st will 
feature a belated Chanukah skit in the 
true spirit of the holiday and on Decem- 
ber 28 th, our annual Mid-Winter Hop, a 
social event that is traditionally success- 
ful, will take place. 

Social dancing follows each meeting. 
The Junior League invites all youth of 
college age whose parents are members of 
the Center to join in every Thursday eve- 
ning and participate in the social and 
cultural activities offered. 
Notice of Unveiling 

The unveiling of a monument in 
memory of the late Mrs. Sylvia Rotten- 
berg Marcus will be held Sunday morn- 
ing, December 3rd at 11:00 o'clock on 
the Center subdivision of the Montefiore 
Cemetery at Springfield, L. I. 



BASKETBALL SEASON OPENS 
This Sunday Evening 
DECEMBER 3rd 

BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

vs. 

Pelham Paris Community Center 



AN IDEAL 
CHANUKAH GIFT 

For a suitable, lasting Chanukah 
gift — choose one or more of 
RABBI LEVINTHAL'S BOOKS 

For Young and Old 
"Jtidaism — An Analysis and 
Interpretation'' 
"A New World Is Bom" 
"Steering or Drifting — Which?" 

$2.50 a copy 
"Ya-hudas" — a Yiddish transla- 
tion of "Judaism" 
by Dr. A. Asen 
$3.00 a copy 
These works may be purchased at 
THE CENTER 



Additional Applications 
(Continued from page 20) 

Berkowitz, Norman H. 
Res. 48 5 Ocean Ave. 
Bus. Furs, 365 — 4th St. 
Married 

Proposed by George Feldman, 
Max Oelbaum 

Grabel, Arthur 

Res. 1280 Ocean Ave. 
Bus. Textiles, 377 Broadway 
Married 

Proposed by Lawrence Wittlin 

Kimmel, Dr. Philip R. 
Res. 30 East 91st St. 
Bus. Dentist, Long Beach 
Single 

Proposed by A. Kimmel 

May, Miss Frances 
Res. 67 Legion St. 

Samuel H. Goldberg, 
Chairman, Membership Committee. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in fhe Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Ackerman, Louis 

Res. 1397 Shore Parkway 
Bus. Hotel, 2612 Broadway 
Single 

Allen, Miss Bernyce 

Res. 768 Linden Blvd. 

Proposed by Mrs. S. Glovinsky 
Amsterdam, Dr. Sol D. 

Res. J 87 Montgomery St. 

Bus. Physician, 184 Joralemon St. 
Bass, Barnett M. 

Res. 1434 Carroll St. 

Bus. Attorney, 51 Chambers St. 

Married 

Proposed by Joseph A. Solovei 
Berger, Alfred 

Res. 180 East 91st St. 

Bus. Piece Goods, 230 W. 38th St. 

Single 

Proposed by Shelley Libman, 
Lynn Mitzner 
Charis, Leo L. 

Res. 50 5 Lincoln PL 

Bus. Insurance, 694 Lincoln PI. 

Single 

Proposed by Frances Green 
Cowen, Arthur M. 

Res. 777 New Jersey Ave. 
Married 

Proposed by Samuel Feldman 
Danzing, Daniel 
Res. 362 Chester St. 
Single 

Proposed by Bess Steinbrock, 
Florence Margulies 
Edelstein, Miss Beatrice 

6 1 5 Crown St. 
Fein, Miss Marge 

Res. 451 Kingston Ave. 

Proposed by Byrd A. Citron, 
Mrs. Anna Greenspan 
Fishman, Arthur 

Res. 417 Ocean Ave. 

Bus. Furniture, 146 Middleton St. 

Single 

Proposed by Marvin Blickstein, 
Monroe Samuel 
Frimmer, Miss Ruth 

Res. 1331 Flatbush Ave. 
Proposed by Irene Forman, 
Bess Steinbrock 
Gabow, Jack D. 

Res. 9118 Kings Highway 



Bus. Advertising, 745 — 5th Ave. 
Married 

Proposed by Murray Landau, 
Shirley Pomerantz 
Gil man, Miss Gloria A. 

Res. 1010 Eastern Parkway 

Proposed by Phyllis Nussenblatt, 
Rita Young 
Goldberg, Miss Ray 

Res. 40 Lott Ave. 

Proposed by Irving J. Gottlieb 
Goodstein, Reuben 

Res. 565 Alabama Ave. 

Bus. Food, Newark 

Single 

Proposed by Esther K. Kernes, 
Mike Pearlman 
Gordon, Dave 

Res. 596 Hopkinson Ave. 

Bus. Liquor, 306 Broadway 

Married 
Holtzmann, Howard M. 

Res. 671 East 17th St. 

Bus. Attorney, 30 Broad St. 

Married 

Proposed by Judge Emanuel Greenberg, 
Jacob L. Holtzmann 
Kanars, Sam 

Res. 133 East 94th St. 

Bus. Furs, 307 — 7th Ave. 

Married 
Kaye, Miss Irma 

Res. 426 Rockaway Parkway 

Proposed by Norma L. Benson, 
Lillian NamzofT 
Kellerman, Miss June 

Res. 401 Schenectady Ave. 

Proposed by Milton Reiner, 
Dr. Harris I. Canarick 
Ketekel, Miss Elsie 

Res. 1106 St. John's PL 
Kimball, Dr. Samuel I. 

Res. 1689 Union St. 

Bus. Dentist 

Married 
Klein, Marcia 

Res. 5 50 Saratoga Ave. 

Proposed by Norma L. Benson, 
Irma Kaye 
Kornfeld, Bernard 

Res. 49 Nixon St. 

Bus. Chain Store, 498 — 7th Ave. 

Single 

Proposed by Esther K. Kernes, 
Mike Pearlman 



KORZENIK, ADOLPH 

Res. 1061 East 12th St. 

Bus. Coats & Suits, 320 W. 37th St. 

Married 

Proposed by Nathan D. Shapiro 
Krulik, Jack 

Res. 1621 Union St. 

Bus. Restaurant, 319 W. 125th St. 

Married 
Lesonsky, Miss Sheila 

Res. 750 Lefferts Ave. 

Proposed by Nat Blond, 
Martin, Dumoch 
Levenberg, Miss Mollie 

Res. 188 East 5 5th St. 

Proposed by Nat Gurvitch, 
Morty Weinberger 
Levine, Miss Rita 

Res. 214 Central Ave. 
Licht, Dr. Sidney E. 

Res. 1400 E. 31st St. 

Bus. Orthodontist, 2 1 00 Bedford Ave. 

Single 

Proposed by Dr. Harold R. Cook, 
Richard Nepon 
Marantz, Morris 

Res. 7110— 21st Ave. 

Bus. Television, 58 Beach St. 

Married 

Proposed by Samuel Chasin 
Mark, Arthur 

Res. 396 Saratoga Ave. 

Bus. Furniture, 765 Atlantic Ave. 

Married 

Proposed by Nat Mark 
Minerof, Miss Alice R. 

Res. 916 Brooklyn Ave. 

Proposed by Edes Kotifsky, 
Seymour Eisenstadt 
Nachtigal, Miss Gertrude 

Res. 183 Ocean Parkway 

Proposed by Muriel Goldsmith, 
Harriet Lipp 
Newman, Miss Phyllis 

Res. 136 East 52nd St. 
Nicholson, Miss Sylvia 

Res. 134 East 56th St. 

Proposed by Irving J. Gottlieb 
Paster, Miss Harriet 

Res. 522 Alabama Ave. 

Proposed by Sally Stelnick 
Pertain, Mrs. Sylvia N. 

Res. 13 5 Eastern Parkway 

Proposed by Center Academy 
Prager, Miss Jeannette 

Res. 1158 East 43rd St. 
Reich, Miss Barbara 

Res. 900 Bushwick Ave. 
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ROCHELMAN, M. 

Res. 229 Remsen Ave. 

Bus. Factors, 101 W. 30th St. 

Married 

Proposed by Morris Wolf, 
Sol Schlakman 
Rosen, Robert B. 

Res. 313 Grafton St. 

Proposed by Claire Hoffman 
Rosenberg, Selig 

Res. 2098 East 2nd St. 

Bus. Lumber, 170 Stewart Ave. 

Single 

Proposed by Harold Banner, 
Murray Rosenthal 
Rosenblum, Murray 

Res. 897 Empire Blvd. 

Bus. Cabs, 305 W. 5 5th St. 

Single 
Ross, Miss Roslyn S. 

Res. 239 East 59th St. 
Sackman, Miss Jeannette 

Res. 1746 Union St. 
Schauber, Morris 

Res. 270 Crown St. 

Bus. Coal, 215 E. 149th St. 

Married 

Proposed by Morris D. Wender, 
Jerry Wender 
Schwartz, Harry 

Res. 1315 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. Clocks, 480 Johnson Ave. 
Married 

Proposed by Dr. Jacob Schwartz, 
Joseph Schwartz 
Segal, Martin M. 

Res. 616 Empire Blvd. 

Bus. Mfg., 1835 Prospect PI. 

Single 

Proposed by Gerlad Jacobs, 
Martin Bruckner 
Siegler, Dr. Alvin 

Res. 751 St. Marks Ave. 

Bus. Physician, Kings County Hosp. 

Married 

Proposed by Dr. Samuel L. Siegler 
Skurnick, Sam 

Res. 1568 Carroll St. 
Single 

Proposed by Helen Brasner, 
Rita Young 
Stanger, Miss Estelle 
Res. 8 53 Empire Blvd. 
Proposed by Phyllis Nussenblatt, 
Rita Young 
Stelnik, George 

Res. 199 Remsen Ave. 
Bus. Unemployment Ins. 



Single 

Proposed by Shelley Libman, 
Lynn Mitzner 
Steinberger, Howard 

Res. 140— 8th Ave. 

Bus. Textiles, 10 W. 33rd St. 

Single 
Steinbrock, Jack 

Res. 694 Rockaway Ave. 

Bus. Accountant, 7 E. 42nd St. 

Single 

Proposed by Bess Steinbrock 
Toback, Miss Celaine 

Res. 1645 St. Marks Ave. 
Usadi, Jacob M. 

Res. 767 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. Attorney, 15 01 Broadway 

Single 

Proposed by Bernard Heyman, 
Bernard Feinstein 
Wechsler, David 

Res. 888 Montgomery St. 
Bus. Furs, 307— 7th Ave. 
Married 

Weissberg, Miss Charlotte 

Res. 791 Hicks St. 
Wooster, Saul 

Res. 274 E. 93 rd St. 

Bus. Flour, 447 Produce Exch. 

Married 

Proposed by Abraham Rosenberg 

The following has applied for rein- 
statement: 
Israel, Martin 

Res. 614 Carroll St. 

Bus. Buyer, 1441 Broadway 

Single 

Proposed by Alma Beck 

Additional Applications 

Angel, Miss Leonore 

Res. 916 Brooklyn Ave. 

Proposed by Edes Kotkofsky, 
Seymour Eisenstadt 
Cohen, Miss Bunny 

Res. 2 5 Lefferts Ave. 
Fox, Miss Mildred 

Res. 1944 East 12th St. 

Proposed by Dr. Harris I. Canarick, 
Herbert K. Kaplan 
Gettinger, Edward 

Res. 472 Hendrix St. 

Bus. Accountant, Parsons Blvd. 

Single 

Proposed by Blanche Gettinger, 
Bernard Hoberman 
Goldenberg, Louis G. 

Res. 899 Montgomery St. 



Bus. Mills, 34 Franklin Ave. 
Married 

Proposed by Dr. Wm. Douglas, 
George D. Goldenberg 
Jaffe, Miss Shirley 

Res. 916 Brooklyn Ave 

Proposed by Edes Kotkofsky, 
Seymour Eisenstadt 
Lapidus, Miss Anne 

Res. 750 Lefferts Ave. 

Proposed by Phyllis Nussenblatt, 
Rita Young 
Magin, Miss Hilda L. 

Res. 336 Christopher Ave. 
Maver, Miss Rhoda T. 

Res. 201 Eastern Parkway 

Proposed by David Greenberg 
Myers, Miss Dorothy 

Res. 203 Tompkins Ave. 

Proposed by Norma L. Benson, 
Dr. A. J. Geltzer 
Nelson, Miss Mildred 

Res. 485 Riverdale Ave. 
Nussenblatt, Miss Sandra 

Res. 743 Empire Blvd. 

Proposed by Phyllis Nussenblatt, 
Rita Young 
Ortner, Herbert L. 

Res. 616 Avenue N 

Bus. Attorney, 30 Broad St. 

Single 

Proposed by Roslyn Kessler, 
Shirley Lerner 
Rosen, Miss Marilyn S. 

Res. 175 East 52nd St. 

Proposed by Samuel Chasen 
Sheivachman, Miss Renee 

Res. 83 East 94th St. 

Proposed by Sylvia J. Sonenberg, 
Melvina Sherman 
Striefer, Miss Mildred 

Res. 201 Eastern Parkway 

Proposed by David Greenberg 
Sutter, Bert 

Res. 401 Schenectady Ave. 

Bus. Projectionist, Kameo Theatre 

Widower 
Werber, Victor 

Res. 195 Sullivan Pi. 

Bus. Men's Clothing, 200 5th Ave. 

Single 
Wilks, Miss Norma 

Res. *584 Grand St. 

Proposed by Edes Kotkofsky, 
Rita Penchansky 
Wolkoff, Miss Edith 

Res. 40 Lincoln Rd. 

(Continued on page 18) 
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TERHOOD! 



The tenth annual nation-wide ob- 
servance of Jewish Book Month, 
November 3 to December 3, empha- 
sizes the primary place which the 
book, "die schwartze pintelach," has 
occu pied in Jewish life. Jewish Book 
Month is designed to stimulate an 
appreciation of our rich literary heri- 
tage. Jewish books are precious 
treasures which we can own and 
enjoy with the distinctive pride that 
they are of and about us. Let us 
therefore resolve to establish a Jew- 
ish Book Shelf in our homes, and give 
the Jewish book the place of honor 
it deserves. — Sarah Klinghoffer. 

Sisterhood Celebrates Its 
Thirtieth Anniversary 

Thirty years have sped on since the 
Sisterhood of the Brooklyn Jewish Center 
was born, and now, in its adulthood, we 
have grown to be the largest Conserva- 
tive Sisterhood in the country. The 
celebration of this memorable evening 
was indeed a fine testimonial to our 
women, whose observance of Rabbi Lev- 
inthal's trinity of aims, "study, worship 
and social service," has been the beacon 
by which all their efforts and achieve- 
ments have been guided. In the pres- 
ence of about 1,000 men and women, 
members of the Center, our Sisterhood 
celebrated in dignity, in honor and in 
beauty the culmination of three decades 
of service to the Center, the community, 
the nation and Judaism here and abroad. 

Dr. Levinthal stressed the important 
place the Sisterhood occupies in Jewish 
communal activities in the Borough and 
the organization's accomplishments on 
behalf of the parent institution during 
these years. The President of our Center, 
Judge Emanuel Greenberg, extended his 
greetings and the good wishes of the 
general membership for our continued 
progress and success in our enterprises. 
Mrs. Joseph L. Horowitz, one of the 
pioneer Presidents, reviewed the early days 
of the Sisterhood, paying especial tribute 
to Mrs. Hilda Weinstein, her predecessor, 
who was ill and could not be present at 
our "simcha." Mrs. Morton Klinghoffer, 
the present Sisterhood President, as chair- 
man of the evening, presented a cavalcade 
of Sisterhood's activities and its impres- 



sive history, citing for well-merited com- 
mendation, her eight predecessors who had 
given much of themselves as leaders then, 
and who today are the inspiration of 
many communal and Jewish projects in 
the Borough. Participating also in the 
touching celebration were Rabbi Manuel 
Saltzman, who delivered a beautiful in- 
vocation, and Rabbi Mordecai H. Lewit- 
tes, whose fitting benediction closed the 
formal part of the evening. 

A fine musical program was provided 
by the Center Choral Ensemble, under 
the direction of Sholom Secunda, our 
genial Music Director, with Cantor Wil- 
liam Sauler, Ann Bernstein. Ed Heisler 
and Jerry Robbins as soloists. A recep- 
tion tendered to the entire membership 
concluded the event. Although this is 
the first time Sisterhood has taken time 
out to mark its growth, we look ahead 
with proud expectancy to our golden 
jubilee, when we shall have the stature 
of real maturity. 
Non-Partisan Election Meeting 
October 23rd 

"Your Stake In Your Government," 
was the subject of the excellent address 
by Mrs. Lillian Rothchild, Midwood 
Chairman for Municipal Affairs of the 
League of Women Voters, who stressed, 
among other things, our active interest 
and awareness of American Affairs, of 
the policies of our city, state and Federal 
government, and a keener study of the 



men whom we elect to run our govern- 
ment. A brief forum period elicited 
pointed questions from the audience. At 
this meeting, we also marked the fifth 
anniversary of the establishment of the 
United Nations, and Bea Schaeffer, chair- 
man of the afternoon, reviewed its trials 
and triumphs, its goals and its meaning 
to the entire world. Business affairs of 
the afternoon were limited to an appeal 
by Bea Schaeffer, chairman of our 
Mother-Daughter Luncheon, for more 
reservations, and to an appeal from Mrs. 
Jesse Asinof, Chairman of the Women's 
Division of the Federation of Jewish 
Philanthropies, for active assistance to 
Federation's current drive. 

Orchids To You, Bea Schaeffer! 

Indeed, a veritable bower to you and 
your indefatigable co-chairman, Mary 
Kahn, for your splendid chairmanship of 
our most beautiful Fourteenth Annual 
Mother-Daughter Luncheon and Fashion 
Show, held on Wednesday, November 1st. 
The expressions of praise, the joy which 
was manifest on the face of every guest 
is a tribute to your management. Be- 
cause the afternoon was perfect in 
weather, in spirit, in repast, in gifts, in 
flowers, and all else, your Schinah, Bea 
shone forth all the more clearly, especially 
so in your beautiful interpretation of the 
relationship of mothers, daughters and 
fashions even in the days of our Biblical 
forefathers. Furthermore, the financial 
success of a magnificent social afternoon 
attests to your capable leadership. Your 
(Continued on page 23) 




Seated (1. to r.) — Mesdames Joseph Horowitz, Morton Klinghoffer and Phillip Brenner 
Top Row (1. to r.) — Mesdames Maurice Bernhardt, Albert Witty, Isadore Lowenfeld 
and Max Koven. Due to illness, President Mrs. Albert A. Weinstein could not attend. 
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THE TOWERING LIFE OF 

(Continued ' 

less fragments of varnished literary treas- 
ures which, with the genius of imagina- 
tion, he pieced together from the yellowed 
parchments buried for centuries in the 
Cairo Geniza, created a world-wide sen- 
sation and entered new facts and chap- 
ters in Jewish history. Dr. Schechter 
is a discoverer who himself recorded every 
step in his romantic voyage. Summing 
up the results of his enormous triumph 
on the "battlefield of books" in the 
windowless and doorless Geniza, he con- 
cludes: "The work is not for one man 
and not for one generation. It will oc- 
cupy many a specialist, and much longer 
than a lifetime." 

As a writer, Dr. Schechter conceived 
everything in terms of life and action. 
He gave a humanizing touch to every 
subject he treated, no matter how seem- 
ingly dull and dry. What subject, for 
instance, may be more dreary than theol- 
ogy? Yet, for its freshness of style and 
treatment, and the rare flashes of humor 
that enliven its pages, his "Some Aspects 
of Rabbinic Theology" turned out to be 
one of the most successful books he had 
written. It met not only with universal 
acclaim but it may be said to have paved 
the way for a more sympathetic under- 
standing of the rabbinic tradition on the 
part of Christian scholars. Many had 
hoped that the volume would be followed 
by still further "Aspects," which, indeed, 
might have been the case had not death 
overtaken him shortly after the book 
appeared. 

• 

There was nothing shy or timid about 
the Roumanian-born "gypsy-scholar." He 
challenged the Jews and he challenged the 
Christians. In his "Epistles to the Jews," 
his farewell message to English Jewry, 
Schechter bitterly scourged the "encyclo- 
pedic ignorance of the highly unedu- 
cated," their attempt to occidentalize the 
Jewish religion, and their ignorance of 
Jewish life and thought, which made 
them susceptible to every fad of the 
moment. He pleaded that they redis- 
cover themselves as Jews, repossess them- 
selves of their Scriptures, revive the 
Hebrew language and Hebrew literature, 
and redeem the soul of the Jewish people. 
In a note on "Spiritual Religion Versus 
Spiritual Men," one of his choicest bits 
of parody, he contrasts the so-called 



SOLOMON SCHECHTER 

Prom page 7) 

spiritual and ceremonial religion of the 
Western and Eastern Jews. 

He protested vehemently against the 
bias with which Christian scholars treated 
Jewish subjects, against what he called 
the "vivisection" of the Bible, and par- 
ticularly, the distortion of the religious 
and ethical teachings of the Rabbis of 
the Talmud in order to establish the 
moral and spiritual inferiority of Judaism 
and the Jewish people. His indignation 
rose to a crescendo when he took up the 
cry of "legalism," with its implied legend 
of the "burden of the Law" raised by 
the Christian theologians. He scoffed 
and raged at this distorted view of the 
Jewish religion. As one born under and 
nurtured by the discipline of the Torah, 
he had no difficulty in dispelling this 
wrong conception, and proving the ful- 
filling a mitzvab was not a burden to 
the Jew but his highest joy. He remained 
the disparager of rabbinic Judaism that 
Rabbinism had meant Judaism for two 
thousand years. He called on the Jews 
to write their own commentaries to the 
Bible, for only they who had created 
the Bible could best understand its spirit. 

A Hasid of sentiment and emotion, 
whose Judaism was based on feeling and 
intuition, Solomon Schechter was more 
than slightly suspicious of the Jewish 
historical school, whose attitude toward 
religion may be defined as an enlightened 
skepticism. He was himself on the 
mystical side of religion, declaring its 
roots to lie deep down both in the Bible 
and the Talmud. "Those," writes 
Schechter, "who are at all familiar with 
the old rabbinic literature hardly need 
to be told that 'the sea of the Talmud' 
has also its gulf stream of mysticism 
which, taking its origin in the moraliz- 
ing portions of the Bible, constantly com- 
mingling with the icy waters of legalism 
. . . communicating to it life, warmth, 
and spirituality." 

The inventor of "Catholic Israel" hated 
nothing so much as "geographical Ju- 
daism." His plea was for Jewish soli- 
darity. Israel was to him one and in- 
divisible. East and West had lost all 
meaning for him. The Torah was to 
him the sum and substance of Jewish life, 
and for its preservation all its forces 
must unite. In his "Epistles to the Jews" 
he says: "Whatever our political destiny 



may be, our religious destiny can never 
be worked out by the West in isolation. 
The religious energies of all our brethren 
of the West and of the East, in close 
communion, will be required for its con- 
summation." 

Schechter himself was the most strik- 
ing living symbol and embodiment of 
the fusion of forces and energies he ad- 
vocated. For gathered up in his own 
being was a synthesis of currents and 
influences of almost every kind. He 
bore within himself the whole process 
of Jewish development, from the yeshiba 
bahur to the modern scholar. He was 
a product of the Roumanian ghetto and 
a citizen of England, a Talmud student 
and a teacher at Cambridge, a religious 
enthusiast and follower of scientific 
methods, a man of advanced ideas and 
convictions with the blood of generations 
of Hasidism flowing in his veins. He 
was one of the greatest Jewish spirits 
of his time. 

A second and concluding article 

on Schechter will be published next 

month. 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES 
OF SOUTH AMERICA 

(Continued from page 7) 
quite safe economically and politically at 
the present moment. It is significant 
that for the first time in the history of 
Brazil, all political parties have placed 
election advertising in the Jewish news- 
papers, seeking the Jewish vote. 

• 

The Jewish community in Uruguay is 
the luckiest. The country is the most 
democratic in all of Latin America, and 
there is no difference in the treatment 
accorded Jews and non-Jews. The Jews 
enjoy equal rights and have no com- 
plaints about their economic situation. 
They contribute generously to various 
Israel causes and take excellent care of 
their own communal needs. They main- 
tain old people in a home for the aged 
with so much care that the aged could 
be maintained at the same cost in the 
best hotels. They have two daily news- 
papers in Yiddish and even a daily radio 
hour in Yiddish. Their only dissatisfac- 
tion lies in the fact that Uruguay does 
not admit any more Jewish immigrants 
from Europe. The Jews are concentrated 
primarily in Montevideo, which is one of 
the oldest cultural centers in Latin 
America. 
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PAGING SISTERHOOD 

(Continued from page 21) 
Sisterhood is proud of you, and you and 
your co-chairman, Bea and Mary, may 
take, besides orchids, deserved bows. 

Cheer Fund Contributions 

In honor of Sisterhood's 30th anniver- 
sary, Mrs. Lil Lowenfeld; in honor of 
Alma Rosenberg's marriage, Mrs. Sarah 
Klinghoffer; in honor of "Hershey" Kap- 
lan's new daughter, Mrs. Sarah Kling- 
hoffer; in memory of Ben Levitt's brother, 
Mrs. Sarah Klinghoffer. 

Kiddush to Junior Congregation 

Sponsored on December 23 rd by Mrs. 
Samuel Katz in honor of grandson's Bar 
Mitzvah. Celebrate your "Simchas" with 
a kiddush. Call Fanny Buchman for a 
date. 

Federation Campaign 

Chairman Lil Levy urges your active 
efforts to secure contributions and help 
the drive of the Federation of Jewish 
Philanthropies. Federation has installed 
a free "Telef und" Service at 145 E. 
41st Street, New York, where you can 
come any day and call your prospects. 
Please avail yourself — you will earn a 
"mitzvah" and the unfortunates whom 
Federation supports will reap the benefits 
thereof. 

Women In the News 

Our President, Sarah Klinghoffer, is 
attending the convention in Minneapolis 
of the National Women's League of the 
United Synagogue of America. 



Mrs. Mollie Meyer has been appointed 
chairman of Zionist Youth Activities for 
the Brooklyn Region of Hadassah. 

Monday, Dec. 4 — Open meeting of 
Metropolitan Branch Women's League 
held at Petach Tikvah, 1:00 P. M. All 
welcome. 

Monday, Dec. 11 — Annual Chanukah 
Luncheon of Metropolitan Branch 
Women's League of United Synagogue. 
Tickets, $4.50 per person. Hotel Com- 
modore, attractive musical program. 
Guest speaker, Rabbi Manuel Saltzman. 
See Hattie Roth for tickets. 

Tuesday, Dec. 12 — Executive Board 
meeting of Sisterhood, 1:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 — Sisterhood Gen- 
eral meeting, evening at 8:15. Welcome 
to new members. Attractive program 
will include Mrs. Estelle M. Sternberger, 
news analyst and radio commentator who 
will speak on "The Current World 
Scene," and Nachum and Dina, delightful 
dance team in a group of international 
and Israeli interpretations. Refreshments 
and social hour. 

HEBREW EDUCATION 

(Continued from page 10) 
many of the students have continued 
coming year in and year out. An insti- 
tute of this type, if properly conducted, 
is bound to be crowned with success. The 
Institute of the Brooklyn Jewish Center 
proved that to be true. 



Our primary aim is to inspire the par- 
ents with the wish to acquire Jewish cul- 
ture and retain it. A well informed par- 
ent will become a true guardian of his 
children and an asset to the school and 
the synagogue. 

THE SHAVE 

(Continued from page 8) 
razor down in long easy sweeps. 

Mr. Bastard, do you realize your life 
hangs on a thread? Your days, hours, 
your very seconds are numbered. Your 
evil race has come to an end. This is 
the electric chair your politician friends 
refuse to give you. Say hello to Mr. 
Death, Bo~bo Bastard. From now on, 
he'll be your only friend. Did you ever 
consider the fact that I, the one you 
call kike, holds your life under my razor} 
Oh God, please allow me this one act. 
Never have I done such a great thing 
as I can do now. A sign, please — any 
sign — rattle the window — dim the light — 
move my hand downward! 

Horowitz continued to shave Bo-bo, 
waiting for the word. Praying. 

But none came. 

He finished the last stroke of the shave 
and went for a hot towel. 
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II Memorial Chapel. 



Each funeral is conducted with the same perfection 
of detail that has been an honored RIVERSIDE tradi- 
tion for more than half-a-century. 
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JEFFER FUNERAL HOME 
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SERVING THREE GENERATIONS 



. . . We consider ourselves as first and foremost an 
institution for service, in honor bound to protect 
the interest of those who have reposed confidence 
in us . . . 



There is hardly anything in the world that 
some men cannot make a little worse and sell 
a little cheaper, and the people who consider 
price only are this man's lawful prey. 

— John Ruskin. 
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